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HE Noble Lords who have fpoke 
before me, have faid fo much, 
and have exprefled their fenti- 
‘o Clearly, in favour of the con- 

», that I cannot propofe to fay a- 

ng new, or to fay any thing bet- 

pon the fubjeét. i thall, therefore, 

ake notice of fome faéts, which, 

x, have been miftaken, or mifre- 
ced, by thofe who have fpoke up- 

other fide of the queftion ; and 

s | thall do without attempting any 

) of wit, or any thing of what may 
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. 64. me led flowers of rhetorick. If I 
44 cipable of making the beft ufe of 
way of fpeaking, if I were as 
Racirefoer.3 ata wit, and as great an orator, as 
ast atherme r appeared in the affemblies of the 
of Greeks or Romans, the refpeét 
| ave for your Lordfhips, would pre- 

Oxford. 0 Bt my making ufe of it in this houfe ; 
tee Bule fuch a method of {peaking I 
fic ld. 66 to be fit only for affemblies that are 
tarit, by their paflions, and not governed 

heir reafon. 
] 25 {t teffion of parliament, my Lords, 


’tis true, the hands of 
crown; and I hope the prefent and 
‘future feffion will do the fame, 
b there 's the like occafion : but we 
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‘trary to what was recommended to him 


= 


muft remember, that tho’ we ftrength- 
ned the hands of the crown, yet at the 
fame time we recommended peaceable 
meatures ; and therefore the power we 
then gave to the crown, was not to be 
made ufe of in any hoftile manner, as 
long as there were hopes of obtaining 
fatisfaétion by amicable means. This 
was the intention, this was the advice 
of parliament ; and according to this 
advice his Majefty applied to the court 
of Spain, to fee what could be done by 
way of negotiation. At the {ame time 
he made fo far ufe of the powers grant- 
ed him by parliament, as to fit out fe- 
veral {quadrons, and fend them to their 
proper ftations, in order to convince the 
court of Spain, that we were ready to 
revenge, in cafe they fhould refule or 
unreafonably delay giving us fatisfacti- 
on ; but it would have been contrary 
tothe advice of parliament, to have fent 
any of thofe fleets out, with inftructions 
to begin hoftilities. “Such inflructions 
might have been eafily and {peedily fent, 
as foon as his Majefty had found that 
nothing elfe would prevail; but to have 

iven them fuch initructions, before he 
as made the leaft application for pro- 
curing juftice and fatistaction in a peace- 
able way, would have been direétly con- 


by both houfes, laft feflion of parliament. 
The flect that was fent to the Medi- 
terrancan, my Lords, was properly and. 
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fufficiently provided for anfwering all 
the ends that were intended by it, even 
tho’ a war had broke out between the 
two nations; for even in that cafe, it 
would have been ridiculous in us to have 
expended our [trength, and put ourfelves 
to a great charge, in attacking any of 
the Spanifh dominions in Europe, where 
we could do them but little prejudice, 
and could reap no great advantage to 
ourfelves. That fleet, therefore, could 
only be defigned for proteéting our own 
pofleflions and trade in that part of the 
world, for intercepting any Spanith fhips 
that fhould happen to efcape our fleet 
in the Weit-Indies, and for preventing 
any fupplies being fent from Old Spain 
to any of their colonies or plantations 
in America ; and for anfwering all thefe 
purpofes, the fleet that was fent to the 


-coaits of Spain, was fufficiently provi- 


ded with every thing that was neceffary. 
The Weit-Indies, my Lords, is the 
part of the world, where, in cafe of a 
war,wecoulddo the moft harm to Spain, 
and the moft good to ourfelves; and 
there, if we can but prevent any fupplies 
being fent from Old Spain, we fhall itand 
in need of no land forces being fent from 
hence. Our own colonies, upon the 
continent and in the iflands of Ameri- 
a, would foon furnifh us with land for- 
ces fuflicient for attacking Spain by 
Jand in that quarter, if we tend a f{qua- 
dron of men of war fufficient to protect 
them atiea. But fuppofe it fhould be 
neceffary for us to fend land forces from 
hence ; it would not be proper, becaufe 
of the climate, to fen¢ them thither, 
till we were juit ready to enter upona- 
tion; which could not be our cafe the 
beginning of lait fummer, becaufe his 
Majetty was to try what could be done 
by peaceable means, before commen- 
cing hoililities, either inthe Wett-Indies 
or in Europe. For this reafon, it was 
neceffary to tend a {quadron to the Weft- 
Indies for protecting our trade in the 
mean time, and in order to take land 
forces on board, as foon as any could 
be raited in our colonies, in cafe a war 
had become neceffary ; but it would 
have been contrary to the plan that was 
prefcribed by parliament, to have im- 
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sricht in 
our Commodore to order her a 
ftored. 

My Lords, as the court of Spain co. 
not be ignorant of the advice that y>. 
given to his Majefty by his parliamer: 
lait feffion; and as his Majeity, to oy: 
happinefs and his own honour, ha; 
ways made the advice of his parliamer: 
the rule of his aétions ; they could nor 
but fuppofe, that the fquadrons we (»: 
out were inftructed not to begin ho: 
lities, till further orders: but fuch or. 
ders, they knew, might foon be fen: 
fuch orders, they knew, would be e»: 
immediately, upon their refufing to give 
eartoa friendly accommodation of tio’ 
difputes that fubfifted between the two 
nations. ‘This they were fentible of, 
and therefore, they not only appecred 
willing to do us juitice, but have grax 
ed all that we could expect by a fucce’. 
ful war ; for even in cafe of a fucce 
ful war, we muft at laft have agreed 
preliminaries, before peace could be r- 
itored, and by thofe preliminaries we 
could expect no more than a full fats 
faction for our loffes, and an agreemer’ 
to have all other difputes adjutec 
a definitive treaty. 

But, my Lords, before I enter ino 
the confideration of what we have 
by peace, I muft examine a Hitue 
what we could expect, or migit 
loft, by war ; for tho’ I have as gress 
confidence in the ftrength and cour: 
of my country, as any man ougn: 
have, yet Iam not fo fanguine, 
think, that we have victory cham. 
our Chariot-wheel, or that we mui & 
fuccefsful in every war we engege 
and, therefore, in all queftions relatig 
to war or peace, I think we oug® 
confider what we may lofe, 
what we may get, bya war. by 
wiih Spain, my Lords, we could ne a 
pect to make much by privateer!" 
by taking and making prize 
fhips at fea. In cafe of a war wi’ 
nation, they would fend no fhip: ri 
but fall, light frigates, by wey 
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y.teers, for intercepting fuch of our 
merchant fhips, as they found without, 
Bo: traggling too far from a convoy ; and 
th.’ by taking fuch, we might prevent 
p and Interruption in our trade, yet 
ve could not expect to reap any great 
enefit. Some people may, perhaps, i- 
gine, that great advantages might be 
vive by our intercepting their plate 
fees, or the fhips that are employed in 
.r trade with their fettlements in A- 
merica, becaufe none but Spanith fhips 
» be employed in that trade : but e- 
‘is would be precarious, and might, 
-ral fhapes, be entirely prevented ; 
rf they fhould open that trade to the 
m@:ch and Dutch, it is what thofe two 
pions would be glad to accept of; 
«we could not pretend to make prize 
« french or Dutch fhip, on account 
scr being bound to or from the Spa- 
fh ‘ettlements in America, no more 
»e could make prize of her on ac- 
p< of her being bound to or from a- 
port in Spain : we could not fo much 
tofeize any treafure or goods 
Ket contraband) fhe had on board, 
=. we could prove, that thofe goods, 
treafure, a€tually belonged to 
mee or fubjedts of Spain, which it 
be impoflible todo. By this me- 
meee. (ic Spaniards might render it im- 
; < for us to feize any of their trea- 
me effects, in its paflage between 
mee nd Old Spain; and even without 
fone a trade to their fettlements, 
cht almoftas effe€tually do the 
mee. by means of the Dutch ifland of 
mee (oa, and the French fettlements in 
paniola, or their ifland of Marti- 
me for thefe places lie fo near the 
me) fettlements in America, that it 
fee. be ealy for the Spaniards to carry 
creature and effects, in their own 
, to one or other of thefe places, 
to take from thence, what goods 
merchandize they had occafion for, 
lout running any great rifk of being 
rcepted by our men of war, or pri- 
ers ; and from thefe places the Spa- 
treafure and effeéts might be fafel 
Aight to Spain, in French or Dutch 
ms, and in the name of French or 
h merchants, 
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Thus it appears, my Lords, that in 
cafe of a war with Spain, we could not 
expeét any great advantage by priva- 
teering, or by any prizes we could take 
at fea ; and at land we could make no 
conquefts. No man will pretend that, 
if it were in our power, it would be our 
intereft to conquer any of the Spanith 
dominions in Europe; at leaft, I am 
fure, it would not be our intereft to keep 
them, nor would it be our intereft to 
give them toany other power in Europe. 
And as to their dominions in America, 
or the Weit-Indies, we have exprefly 
promifed, by the treaty of Utrecht, that 
they fhall be ive whole and entire 
to the prefent King of Spain, and his 
fucceffors: fo that by to 
conquer any of them, we fhould not on- 
ly commit a breach of that treaty, but 
likewife we fhould probably raife up a 
confederacy in Europe againft us; for 
none of the powers of Europe weuld 
chufe to fee us matters of the whole, or 
any part of the Spanifh Weit-Indies. 

Therefore, my Lords, the only me- 
thod by which we could propofe to get 
any advantage, by a war with Spain, 
would be by making inroads upon, and 
plundering their fettlements in Ameri- 
ca; and this we fhould find much more 
difficult, than it was formerly. ‘Their 
fea-ports, and inland towns in that part 
of the world, are now better fortified, and 
better provided with every thing necef- 
fary for making a ftout defence, than e- 
ver they were heretofore ; and yet, du- 
ring the laft war, I believe it cannot be 
faid, that the nation got much by any 
inroads that were made upon them. ‘The 
truth is, we never attempted to make a- 
ny confiderable inroads, or any con- 
quefts, in that part of the world, becaufe 
of the difficulty and expence of trant- 
porting a land army thither, and be- 
caufe we knew the climate to be very 
unwholfome for any landarmy we could 
fend thither. 

Having thus fhewn, my Lords, that 
we cannot expect any great advantage 
from a war with Spain, let us next con- 
fider the dangers we would be expofed 
to. I thall be far from faying, upon this 
occafion, or upon any occalida, that we 
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muft not vindicate our rights, or our ho- 
nour, againit France or Spain, for fear 
of their joining together againit us; but 
this I may venture to fay, that when 
there is a probability of their joining to- 
gether againft us, at a time when the af- 
tairs of Europe are in fuch a fituation, 
that we can form no confederacy againft 
them; at atime when, if we engage in 
war, we mutt ftand fingle and alone a- 
gainft thefe two powerful nations: I fay, 
my Lords, at fuch a time it would be 
prudent in us to fufpend our vengeance, 
if poffible, till a more proper opportu- 
nity fhould offer; and this, 1 am afraid, 
is our cafe at prefent. If France fhould 
join with Spain againit us, we would be 
expofed to many dangers, and it would 
be difficult to guard againft them all. 
We are, it is true, at prefent, {uperior 
to both atfea; but as France has great 
numbers of feamen, they wouldfoon get 
hips of war, if they were to be at no ex- 
pence in defending themfelves at land ; 
{fo that they might foon rig out a power- 
ful {quadron, On the other hand, as 
we are liable.to be attack’d in feveral 
parts of the world, we muft divide our 
naval force: we muft fend {quadrons to 
different points of the compafs, and e- 
very one of thefe fquadrons muit be fu- 
perior to any that I’rance and Spain can 
jointly fit out againitus. As we have 
the misfortune to havea party amongit 
ourfeiyes dilaffeéted to our prefent eita- 
bliihment, a party much more confider- 
able than fome people feein willing to 
believe, we mult keep a very powerful 
{quadron at home, for preventing its be- 
ing in the power of our enemies to in- 
vade us. As we have a great trade and 
valuable poffeffions in the Mediterrane- 
an, we mutt keep a powerful fquadron 
in that fea, for protecting our trade and 
our pofleflions in that part of the world, 
And as our plantations, efpecially our 
lugar iflands, are of great confequence 
to our trade, and lie much expofed to 
be invaded, and perhaps deft roved, we 
muit keep a powerful fquadron in the 
American feas for their proteétion. To 
vi hich I mutt add, that, coniidering the 
atiance lately formed between France 
énd oweden, we might, perhaps, find 


ourfelves under a neceffity of fendi 
powerful fquadron into the Balric': 
the defence of our allies, or for preven . 
ing an invafion from that quarter. And 
notwithftanding the great opinion ye 
ay have of our naval force, and of 
the bravery of our feamen, I hope. | 
fhall be excufed, if I even exprefs joing 
diffidence of our being able to fend 2 
{quadron to each of theie places, fufic.. 
ent for encountering the united force ¢f 
France and Spain, perhaps the united 
force of France, Spain and Sweden, 
But fuppofe, my Lords, that Prox 
fhould remain quiet, and no way jpte 
fere openly in the war between Sp:ig 
and us; fuppofe no power in Furops 
fhould affift Spain in the war againg 
yet we not immediately 
Spain to a neceflity of complying w:! 
our juft demands. The war betweery 
might laft for feveral years ; and wh! 
it lafted, the French would have a greaf 
advantage over us in every branci af 
trade we are, or can be, concerned in 
Though the Spaniards have not man 
feamen of their own, yet, in cale o!: 
war with this nation, they would be 1 
no want of feamen for fitting out a gre: 
number of privateers againitus: Frenc! 
Dutch, and perhaps fome of our ow: 
feamen, would engage in their ter 
for that purpofe ; fo that the Mec: 
ranean, the American, the Britt, 
in fhort, all the feas where we have «sy 
trade, would be full of privateer: wc 
Spanifh colours. This would ric: 
price of infurance upon Brivis 
higher than upon the fhips of any ot’ 
nation in Europe; and our mechs 
fhips would be often put to a gre"' 
pence and delay, by being obugs' 
wait for a convoy; which wou. © 
derably enhance the chargeupon®. 
nufadtures, or merchandize, ient 
own fhipping to foreign marxets. | 
us confider, my Lords, that the Fre 
already underfell us in moft of them 
nufactures we deal in, and that a 
freight of Hamburg fhips, 22¢ 
others, is now cheaper than that of brs 
tifh: if we confider this, we tha! 
fee the confequence, if we fhou- 
new charge to the price of our mans 
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ces at foreign markets, and make it 
more unfafe, or more expenfive, to em- 
ploy Britith fhips, than thofe of any o- 
ther nation, by engaging in war, when 
other trading nations of Europe 
eat peace: we fhould export no ma- 
“tures, no merchandize, at leaft we 
.|C export none in our own fhipping 5 
{ what would then become of our 
ace and navigation ? 
J his, my Lords, would be the confe- 
ce of a long war between the two 
cons, with refpeét to ourfelves ; and 
ve_pect to Spain, it would probably 


beentirely ruined. We might, perhaps, 


:., force them to do us all the juftice 
power; but they would be fo ex- 
ted, with the loffes and expences of 
war, that it would not be in their 
cr to make any fatisfaétion for the 
ive they have already done us, or 
-». do, during the war; and much 
cr the expences we have been, or 
«be, put to.. Now, my Lords, tho’ 
ave, at prefent, good reafon to be 
.d with Spain; tho’ we have good 

o to infift upon fatisfaétion and fe- 
uit): yet it is not ourintereft to weak- 
‘ic power of that nation ; we ought 
to {upportit, as a balance againit 
power of France: for tho’ the court 
may, perhaps, be at prefent too 
swayed by Frenchcounfels, it will 
ways, it cannot long be fo. The 
of France and Spain are as in- 
ible, as the intereits of France 
xingdom ; and therefore, as 

the court of Spain begins to be 

by true Spanifh countels, which 
accidents may foon bring about, 

v reafonably expeét to have that 
‘for one of our beft and firmeft 
nd whenever that happens, they 

give us all the fatisfaétion 
urity we can defire, in order to 
our friendfhip, and to reftore a mu- 
idence between the two nations. 

‘2 the circumitances of Europe, 
the c.rcumftances of Spain, are now, 
orcs, very different from what they 
erccither in the reign of Q. Elizabeth, 
the time of Oliver Cromwel. In 
.uzabeth’s reign, Spain was the on- 
‘ucmidable power in Europe, and we 
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had as much reafon as any other of her 
neighbours, to endeavour to reduce her 
power. For this purpofe, Q. Eliza- 
beth took the wifeft courfe that could 
be taken, by encouraging and fupport- 
ing the civil war in the Netherlands ; 
by which means fhe at lait enabled the 
feven United Provinces to throw off the 
yoak of Spain. And the whole power 
of Spain being applied towards fup- 
porting their dominion over the Ne- 
therlands, they could neither {pare mo- 
ney for fortifying their fettlements in 
America, nor could they fend any re- 
o~ troops thither for defending them; 
o that even our private adventurers had 
great fuccefs, and often got rich boo- 
ties by privateering, and by incurfions 
upon thofe fettlements: for, 2s there 
was no good correfpondence between 
France and Spain, and an open war be- 
tween Spain and Holland, the Spaniards 
could not make ufe either of Dutch or 
French veffels for carrying on their trade 
with their fettlements in America; and 
befide, as the French were then involv’d 
in civil wars, they durit not venture to 
difoblige England, by aflitting Spain, 
ther openly, or by underhand dealings. 
In Oliver Cromwel’s time, my Lords, 
we’ know that the Spaniards were en- 
gag’d inaheavy war with France,which 
rendered them unable to provide for the 
fecurity of their trade and poffeflions in 
America: and tho’, by our taking part 
with France in that war, we got the 
ifland of Jamaica, which was a valuable 
acquifition; yet I mutt think, it would 
have been lucky for this nation, if Oli- 
ver had join’d with Spainagainft France, 
inftead of joining with France againit 
Spain: for it was his fatal union with 
France that laid the foundation of the 
exceflive power of that kingdom, which 
has fince coft this nation fo much blood, 
and fo many millions. And now, my 
Lords, with regard to both thefe wars, 
I mutt obferve, that notwithitanding 
our great fucceffes againil Spain in Q. 
Elizabeth's reign, notwithfanding our 
great fucceffes againit Spain in Oliver’s 
time, yet that nation was not eafily or 
foon reduced to comply with fuch terms 
as we thought reafonable ; for both Q. 
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Elizabeth and Oliver Cromwel left the 
war to be put an end to by their fuc- 
ceffors. 

Confidering therefore, my Lords, the 
little advantage we can reap, and the 
great dangers we may be expofed to by 
a war with Spain, I muft think it would 
be not only unchriftian, but impolitick 
in us to do them any real injuries, or to 
infift upon unreafonable terms for ac- 
commodating thofe differences, that 
muft unavoidably, fome times, arife be- 
tween the two nations. I fhall not fay, 
that either the precepts of Chriftianity, 
or the maxims of found politicks, oblige 
us to heap coals of fire upon their heads, 
by returning good for evil; but this I 
will fay, that we ought at all times, 
and efpecially the preient, to be more 
ready to forgive Spain than any other 
nation in Europe ; and, confequently,we 
ought to infift lefs upon the point of 
honour, and accept of a lefs ample fa- 
tisfaction, with regard to any injuries 
that may be done us by the Spaniards, 
than with regard to the injuries we may 
receive from any other nation in the 
world. Even in private life, a man 
would fooner and more eafily pardon 
an injury done him by a relation, or 
old friend, than an injury done him by 
an utter itranger, or by one with whom 
he never had, nor ever expeéted to have, 
any cordial friendfhip. 

‘This, my Lords, leads me of courfe 
to confider, what we have got by the 
convention now under our contideration. 
And here, my Lords, | mutt fay, I am 
{urprifed to hear it afirmed, that we 
have got no more by this convention, 
than what the King of Spain had be- 
fore allowed to be due. ‘To fupport 
this affertion we have been told, that the 
Spaniards had not one fhilling to de- 
mand of us; and that the gs,cco I. 
was not to be paid by them, unlefs our 
S. 5. company firit paid them, or made 
them a prefent, as it was called, of 
68,0001. But both thefe fa&s muft ap- 
pear to have been very much mifrepre- 
sented. ‘The Spaniards certainly made 
a very great demand upon us: a de- 
mand that far exceeded 60,000 1. The 
cemanded full reparation for all the da- 
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which, according to their 


mage we did them in the year ;-, 2 
Way of 
koning, would have amounted to > 
than ten times 60,000 1. for they ¢. 
that, though his Catholick Majeity }. 
agreed, by the treaty in 1721, to acer 
of reftitution of the fhips we had ac, 


ally taken from him; yet he had nos | * 


Vi 


that, or any other treaty, given up his 
claim for the other damages we had 
done him ; and that, if he had, he \\. 
not obliged to ftand to it, becaute y es 
had not complied with the rettitur, 
itipulated by that treaty. Whether th’; 
demand was juit or not, is what | %.{ 
not take upon me to determine ; bo: :: 
was certainly made, and itrongly ini’. 
ed on by Spain; and if we got then 
to agree to reduce it to 60,000 |. I mut 
think it was prudent inus toallow then, 
by way of a friendly accommoca:::» 
to deduét that fum out of what w. 
to our merchants on account of 
predations committed by their tuy.oy 
in the American feas. “Tis true, ve 
do not receive this fum in ready mor 
but, I think, it is more benefici:! to us 
than if we did; becaufe, by allow ng 
it to be dedutted, we get free of « 
mand which amounted to a great ( 
more, and which would have been 4 
perpetual bone of contention between 
us and a people with whom we ous 
if poffible, to cultivate a good « 
{pondence. 
Now, my Lords, with regard tot: 
68,000 |. claimed by Spain from \ 
S.S.company,I cannot comprehen. 
any one can imagine, that the court” 
Spain is refolv’d not to pay the 
ftipulated by this convention, 
68,000 1. be firft paid to them by ©" . 
company. Iam fure there is no 
condition in the convention. Our>> 
company have nothing to do wit! ' 
convention, all accounts and diiten 
between them and the crown 0! >" ) 
being exprefly excepted, in that 
ticle by which the 95,000 !. 
lated, and the company not io Mm." 
once mention’d in any other ps't’'"" ae 
treaty. Even his Catholick 
declaration, or proteftation, 6°" 


fubje&t the payment of the 


4 4 7 i 
| 

L 
+ 
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condition; for all that was 
int by that proteftation was, to pre- 
_... to his Catholick Majeity his nght 
pend the Affiento contract, in cate 
:» company fhould fail in performing 
.-rpartof that contract; which right 
lablifh’d in his Catholick Majeity 
» his ducceffors, not only by the very 
re of the contraét itfelf, but by the 
vores words of the conclufion or rati- 
‘son of that contra&t, his Catholick 
words being, And I pro- 
and affure, upon my faith and royal 
ord, that, provided the company of Eng- 
firm this contra& on their part, 
. os concerns them, and as they are 
,.«, Lwill perform it on my part.” 
| sus it appears, my Lords, that the 
pb) nent of the g5,000 1. is not by this 
mention, nor even by the King of 
. proteftation, to be delay’d, much 
coned, on account of our S. S. com- 
not paying the 68,000 1. claim’d 
tiem by Spain. ‘Therefore it is 
 bufinefs, upon the prefent oc- 
{.», to enguire whether that claim 
-orno. ‘The company may have 
‘claims upon the crown of Spain, 
: Spain may think themfelves ju- 
1 not admitting of compenfa- 
tor, as the claim the company 
on the crown of Spain proceeds 
leizure of their effects in the 
i718 and 1727, which have not 
“cording to treaties, been fully re- 
and as the court of Spain’s claim 
ccompany proceeds intirely from 
cnto trade: there may, from the 
‘ture of compenfation, be fome 
» not to admit of it in this cafe; 
‘c the King of Spain may alledge, 
reitoring the very effects that 
coved he may ftill free himfelf 
i. (ie payment of any money, or 
b.iy day that what is due by him on 
ae ‘.ccount is not yet fully fettled and 
and that, therefore, he can- 
it in compenfation of a nett 
wuich, he fays, the company has 
Pcccd to be due to him. My Lords, 
that any of thefe arguments 
L only mention them to fhew, 
none of our difputes with Spain 
10 Clear,or fo eafily adjufted, as fome 
€ ocen pleafed to reprefent. 
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T hope it will now appear to your 
Lordthips, that we are, by this conven- 
tion, toreceive the full fum of g5,0001. 
from Spain ; and that to this {um we 
ought to add the 60,000 |. we haveal- 
lowed, for which Spain has given upa 
demand fhe had upon us of a much lar- 
ger extent: therefore we muft allow, 
that the reparation granted us by this 
convention for our lofies before Dec. 
10. 1737, amounts to the full fum of 
155,000 |. which is more than 15 s.in 
the pound of what we really loft ; and 
before I heard of this treaty, I fhould 
have thought him a very unreafonable 
merchant,and a very bad countryman, 
that had told me, he would not willing- 
ly accept of 15 s. in the pound in full 
of what he had loft, rather than fee his 
country involved in a waragainft Spain, 
and at fucha juncture. I fay, my Lords, 
that 155,000 1. the fum we are to re- 
ceive by way of reparation, amounts to 
more than 15 s. in the pound upon our 
real lofs ; becaufe our own Commifla- 
ries did not value itat more than200,000 
]. and I have heard no good reaion gi- 
ven, why we thould dilcredit their re- 
port, nor do I believe, from the chara- 
Cter I have heard of the Gentlemen, that 
they would have received, much lefs o- 
beyed, any initructions, by which they 
were enjoined not to admit of thofe de- 
mands, which appeared to them to be 
reafonable and juit. ‘Che Spaniards, we 
know, make heavy complaints againit 
them, for having admitted of the moft 
extravagant claims, and for refuling no 
claim that waslaid before them ; fothat, 
like good arbitrators, they are blamed 
by both fides, which is feldom a fign of 
injuftice. As for the five fhips menti- 
oned in the 4th article of this conven- 
tion, they were included in the 200,000 
].at which our lofles were valued by our 
Commiffaries ; and therefore, if any part 
of any of them has been reftored, the va- 
lue ought in juftice to be deducted out 
of the g5,000 |. to be paid to us by 
Spain tor our loffes in general. 

We are fo far, my Lords, from ha- 
ving obtained no reparation, that, IL 
think, I may now venture to fay, we 
have obtained, by this convention, a 

sore 
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| more ample reparation than was ever late what fhall be deemed tefim>y: 
obtained by this nation in any former ofa fhip’s having been concerned iy, « 
. ir preliminary treaty. Even in Oliver illicit trade, if fuch thip be found yp, 
way i a Cromwel’s time, by the treatyof peace, their coafts. Now, my Lords, hed 
Wind after the war we then had with the very nation hasa fort of a right to onl 
Datch, he accepted, by way of preli- adominion over, what may properly bg 
minary, of an immediate payment of called their own coafts, is, what | he 
| | ; | 10,000 I. in part of fatisfaction for a lieve, no man that underitand: 2» 


great number of Britifh fhips that had_ thing of the law of nations will den, 
: been feized and detained in the domi- but the queftion is, How far out 2: & 
nions of the King of Denmark. This, thefe coaits fhall extend? And as th; 
i * my Lords, was all he infifled on by the a queftion that has not yet been deve; fo 
‘i a treaty, tho’ it was notnear equal tothe mined by any treaty between Spain » dy 
. Th lofs we had fuftained, the reft being re- us, it muft be very particularly enoyj 
) | ferred to be fettled by Commiffaries re- red into, before any fettlement c.» | 


i fpectively appointed by the two repu- made by a new treaty. There n ay b 
i blicks; and yet it muft be allowed, that reafons for confining the coait with, 
; no man ever infifted more ftrenuoufly much narrower bounds in fome tes 
upon the rights and privileges of his than in others. In thofe feas where th 

| country, and that he had the good for- common courfe of navigation lies ve 

it yi] tune to live at atime, when none of our near the fhoar, the coaft of the neigh 
| | | neighbours were in any tolerable condi- bouring country muft be very mud 


tion to engage in war, or to form acon- confined ; and in thofe feas, wher: « 


ba 


federacy againft us. common courfe of navigation never «; ¥ 
Having now fhewn, my Lords, that proaches near the fhoar, the neighbour 
we have got, by this convention, as ing country, or ftate, may be «ow: 
’ ample a fatisfaction for paft loffesasany to extend their coafts to a greater & 
reafonable man could expect, I fhall beg ftance at fea. 
leave to confider, as briefly asIcan, Thefeconfiderations,my Lords, she 
what ¢% ftipulated, with regard toour how difficult it will be to regulate wi 
future fecurity. And upon this head I the Spaniards may be allowec to c! 
fhall firft obferve, that from the nature their coafts in the American {ca:, 
of the ditpute between Spain and us, we may be called a neceflity for a fhiy 
TRH could not expect that it was poflible to approaching their coaits, and w iat 
provide, properly or fully, for our fu- be called proper teftimonies, oF proc’ 
ture fecurity by preliminary articles. ofa fhip’s having been concerncs 0% 
The Spaniards do not pretend to deny illicit trade ; and no man who coi. 
our right to a free navigation upon the ed thefe difficulties could expec. ' 
open feas of America; but the difpute they could be removed in a thorti.ms en" 
between us is, What fhall be reckoned or by a preliminary treaty. The" 
the open feas of America? They fay, tiators on both fides will certains >: ion 
that their coafts cannot be called open bliged to fend to the Weit-Incic 1 ty 
fea ; and that therefore, if any one of der to have proper information 1% p 
our fhips come upon their coats with- thofe, who are perfectly 
out neceffity,they have aright to fearch_ with the navigation in thoie te; bec 
| her, in order to fee whether fhe has both may, perhaps, be obliges ‘0 '« 7 
} ee been concerned in any illicit trade with a fecond time, in order to have °° 
their fettlements : ‘They fay further, difficulties anfwered, or removce. 
' | that their coafts in America, as well as may be ftarted upon the firil con 
their coaits in Europe, are within their ces. It is not our right to a ech" 
own dominions; that they havea power gation in the open feas of 
Lf tomake what regulations they pleafe is not our right to carry in os! é 
within their own dominions; and that, what goods we pleafe from one f°" 
therefore, they have a power to regu- his Majefty’s dominions to tis *"’ 


rs 


re 


| 
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. | the right the Spaniards have to 
_ methods, and to prefcribe rules, 


1po _:hin their own dominions, that is to 


»ulations they agree to can be of 


yo oorce, till they are ratified by his 
\\hatever fome Lords may think of 
Unétion between a right and the 
ovment of that right, however in- 
pnprehenfible they may think it, I 
: look on it as a juft and a proper 
i nction; fora man may havea right 
on eflate, and yet his enjoyment of 
wt ght may be regulated, or evenre- 
runcd, by fome right or privilege 
sted to another. We havea right 


‘zat to the trade with their own 
t-cnents in that part of the world ; 
we have, according to an 
hed maxim in law, granted them 
joy thing that is neceffary for the en- 
yucnt of that exclufive right. For 
» purpofe they fay, that they muft 
foreign fhips as approach 
‘couits without any neceffity, and 
ake them liable to confifcation, 
‘aing fhould be found on board 
‘he proper produce of their fettle- 
‘ ; becaufe, without this, it would 
-poilible for them to exclude fo- 
-\<15 from carrying ona trade with 
“‘ettlements : and if this privil 
‘ be allowed them, as a confe- 
Cice of the exclufive right we have a- 
‘to by the treaty in 1670, it would 
tort of reftraint upon our enjoy- 
fof the right we have to a free na- 
“onin the feas of America. I am 
‘rom granting, my Lords, that there 
2:y foundation for this pretence. I 
‘ot think, that fuch a privilege is 
Huiutely neceffary for enabling them 
joy their exclufive right ; but if it 
ic, they would have fome reafon for 
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infifting upon it ; and whether it be fo 
or not, is a queftion that could not be 
enquired into in a fhort time, and, con- 
fequently, could not be determined by 
a preliminary article. 

Thefe are the difputes, my Lords, up- 
on which our future fecurity depends 5 
and as thefe difputes are of {uch a na- 
ture that they could not be fettled in a 
fhort time, therefore we could not ex- 
pect, that our future fecurity could be 
provided for any other way than it is 
by this preliminary convention. Nor 
could we in this cate ftipulate any fuf- 
penfion: we could not ftipulate, that 
they fhould fufpend fearching our fhips 
upon the high feas ; becaufe it is what 
they never pretended to: fuch a flipu- 
lation would really have been a fort of 
acknowledgment, that our right toa 
free navigation on the open feas of A- 
merica was a difputable point : And if 
we had defired them to fufpend taking 
thofe meafures, which they think Abfo- 
lutely neceffary for preventing an illi- 
cit trade, they would have look’d on it 
as the demand of a privilege to carry 
on fuch a trade, till the definitive treaty 
fhould be concluded ; which is a demand 
we could not expect they would grant. 
Befides, we had no occafion to demand 
any fufpenfion in this cafe ; becaufe, 
during the eight months in which this 
affair is to be finally determined, we 
fhall have a fquadron in the Wett-In- 
dies, that will be fufficient to proteé 
our trade, againft any injuftice that can 
be committed by their guarda coftas. 

As for the article that relates to fet- 
tling limits between Florida and Caro- 
lina, I am furprifed, my Lords, to hear 
it found fault with. We have got more 
by that article, than we could ever be- 
fore get by any treaty between us and 
Spain ; for by that article, we have got 
them to acknowledge by name, our right 
to Carolina: and tho’ we now give the 
name of Georgia to the fouthern parts 
of Carolina, yet as Georgia was former- 

ly a pert of that country to which in ge- 
neral we gave the name of Carolina, I 
think this article implies an acknow- 
ledgment of our right to Georgia, and 
fhews that the Spaniards do not difpute 

4D witk 


_opon their own coaits, for prevent- 
ay illicit trade with their fettle- 
in America, that is to be regu- 
be nred by the Plenipotentiaries refpective- 
an y named by this convention: and in 
en our Plenipotentiaries, if they were 
t fe ros ed, can do us no injury; becaufe 
i 
) . ‘ce navigation in the feas of Ame- 
hbour t we have, by the treaty in 
.nted the Spaniards an exclu- 
| 
ner ts 
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with us our right to that province, but 
only the limits between what we now 
call Georgia, andwhat they and we call 
Florida. They may, perhaps, pretend, 
that we have extended our fettlements 
in Georgia too much towards the fouth- 
ward, and by that means have incroach- 
ed upon their territories in Florida; but 
from this article it cannot fo much as 
be prefumed, that they intend to difpute 
our having a right to any part of Geor- 
gia; and if they fhould, our Plenipo- 
tentiaries may refufe to treat with them 
upon fuch terms, for by this article they 
are laid under no obligation to do fo. 
Here, indeed, the very nature of the dif- 
pute made a fufpenfion neceflary: but I 
mutt obferve, that this fufpenfion is mu- 
tual; for the Spaniards are obliged to 
{ufpend increafing their fortifications, or 
taking any new pofts, in Florida, as 
much as we are in Carolina. And as 
limits between frontier provinces are ge- 
nerally referred to be eke by Com- 
milflaries after a definitive treaty is con- 
cluded, I am fure no fault can be found 
with referring the limits between thefe 
two provinces to be fettled by Plenipo- 
tentiaries, named and appointed by a 
preliminary. 

I have now fhewn, I hope, my Lords, 
that by this convention we have got all 
we could reafonably expect by a preli- 
minary ; from whence it mutt be pre- 
fumed, I think, that we are in a fair 
way of getting allwecan reafonably de- 
mand by the folemn treaty that is to be 
concluded in purfuance of this prelimi- 
nary, within the {pace of eight months, 
which is the fhorteit time that could be 
given for fettling thofe difputes which 
itil] {ubfit between usand Spain. There- 
fore, if the affairs of Europe were in as 
favourable a fituation as we could with, 
if our own Circumftances were as happy 
as we could defire, it would have been 
imprudent in us to have begun hoftili- 
ties, when we found the court of Spain 
fo well inclined to give us all reafonable 
fatisfaction : his Majeity would have aé- 
ed contrary to the advice given him laf 
iejiion by his parliament, if he had re- 
fuled to accept of fuch a preliminary 
convention. By commencing hoftih- 
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ties we might, perhaps, have added + 
our glory, and might have given 5),. 
fatisfa€tion to thofe, who delight in rif 
and contention ; as well as to men of: 
{perate fortunes, 


CT} 


ry. The late King of Sweden, by : 


to war without an abfolute necefiir 
for he has procured more happine‘s i 
his country, and acquired more glory: 
himfelf, than the late French monard 
did by all his wars, and by all the 
peitry or hiitorical looms he {et to wors 
affifled by an infinite number of poen 
panegyricks, and pieces of painting 
which he procured at a vaft publics: 
pence, for celebrating the heroics «¢: 
ons he performed by his General « 


have been imprudent in us to have 
gaged in war, efpecially againi: op: 
when we found ourfelves info fair a 0% 
of obtaining all wecoulddefire by pe-ce 
able means ; but as neither our own « 
fairs, nor the affairs of Europe, ci": 
{aid to be at prefent in avery favours: 
fituation, it was certainly our buiui 
to avoid engaging in war, at ti)" 
Gure, if poflible. What this fituat 


may be owing to, I thal! not take up 


me to determine ; but with reipec* 
our domettick affairs, Iam fi ure, the! 
tuation they are in is not owing ‘= 
late mifmanagement here hot 
The debts and the taxes we are @° }'* 
fent loaded with, are known to be the 


unhappy relicks of the lait heavy 


neil 


Franc 
we were engaged in againit francs 


op 


| 
1 | | 
3 ! troubled waters : but thefe forts of me, 
are {uch as no wife government \, 
1 deavour to fatisfy ; andevery one k:noy, 
that the happinefs of acountry js dij, 
| from, and often inconfiftent with 
ing IN War, Tatied it 
I | very high pitch; but he ruined, he (7 
peopled his country: and if we 
7 the example of Cardinal Fleury, | 
) think I may name him) which the? 
ble Lord that {poke laft has been plas 
fn) to recommend to us, we fhall neve ¢ 
| his armies; for whatever thare he my 
| | claim in the glory, I think he toox«: 
ft never to have any fhare in the cancer 
: I fay, my Lords, if the affairs 0: | 
rope, as well as our domeitics of 
had been in the beft fituation, it wo. 
J 
= 


». We have never fince engaged 
- ny war, we have been put to no ex- 
-oce, but what has been authorifed or 
sporoved by parliament, as being ab- 
ately neceflary for the current fer- 
nce; therefore, if we have paid off but 
‘pall part of the debt we incurred du- 
‘oy that war, it can proceed from no 
.management, but from a tender re- 
y:: to the people, which prevented our 
pacing them with more taxes than 
-eablolutely neceflary for paying the 
serell growing due to the creditors of 
ublick, and for defraying that ex- 
eoce which the parliament, from year 
var, thought neceflary for the pu- 


lick fervice, 


eff cod with regard to the prefent fitua- 
ale » of affairs in Europe, it may, for 
Led ‘| know, my Lords, be owing to 
ft e.mbition of one court, and the pride 


che Cnacy ofanother; but I am fure 
be no way juftly imputed to the 
nduct of any of thefe who are now, 
- lately been, employed in the ad- 
‘ration of our publick affairs. Our 
crs are neither the mafters nor the 
of the councils of foreign prin- 
‘ates; and, therefore, cannot be 
made to account for their aétions 
viour. They may be made to 
‘or their own: but with regard 
their own behaviour, we ought 
judge of their meafures by the e- 
"', we ought to confider them in the 
‘ they appeared in when taken. It 
to find fault with paft meafures, 
» crofs accidents happen that could 
‘> then forefeen, or when time clears 
‘s that could not be then difcover- 
whatever our late meafures may 
bufine BY ocen with regard to foreign affairs, 
J ho advifed them have had the 
fortune to have every ftep of their 


cL approved of by parliament. E- 
pet ‘ic late treaty of Hanover, which 
the f me people now pretend to find fault 
t0 at wasapproved by parliament: And 
home it deferved the approbation 
> at pr inet with: for by the treaty between 
be i.mperor and Spain in 1725, they 
ayy ‘certainly both formed projeés a- 
ince 208 the trade or the poffeffions of this 


1: the Emperor had formed a pro- 
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ject of eftablifhing the trade of Flanders 
upon the ruins of the trade of this king- 
dom ; and the court of Spain had form- 
ed a projet for wrefting from us the 
important fortrefles of Gibraltar and 
Port-Mahon. Againft thefe projects, 
the beit, indeed the only meafure we 
could take, was the defenfive alliance 
we entered into with France by the trea- 
ty of Hanover: and this accordingly 
put an end to the ambitious projects 
both of the Emperor and Spain ; or at 
leaft the meafures we took in purfuance 
of that treaty, prevented their being 
able to carry any of them into executi- 
on. ‘The meafures we took upon the 
breaking out of the late war between 
France and the Emperor, had likewite 
the good fortune to be authorifed or ap- 
proved by parliament ; and, I think, with 
great reafon. We had then no demands 
either upon France or Spain, at leaft 
none that either of them had exprefly 
refufed to comply with; therefore, from 
our own intereft, we had no call to en- 
gage in that war, unlefs it had been puth- 
ed fo far as to endanger the balance of 
power in Europe: and furely we are 
not obliged to fupport the court of Vi- 
enna in all the ambitious projects they 
may form, nor were we obliged to affiit 
them in a war they had brought upon 
themfelves,by endeavouring to preferibe 
rules to an independent kingdom in the 
election of its Sovereign. | 

‘Thus, my Lords, I have ftated ina 
proper light, thofe faéts which, I think, 
have been very much miftaken by fome 
Lords who have fpoke in this debate ; 
and I have endeavoured to do it with 
that plainnefs and fimplicity which be- 
cometh the dignity of this houfe. If 
witand eloquence could haveany weight 
with your Lordfhips, thofe who have 
fpoke upon the other fide of the quetti- 
on could not have failed of perfuading ; 
but, I think, it isa bad compliment to 
your Lordfhips judgment, to attempt to 
perfuade by fuch means: I know your 
Lordfhips caution and penetration, and 
therefore, if Icould,I fhoulc not attempe 
to impofe upon rt judgment by wit 
or ecloguence, efpecially in the prefent 


queftion ; becaufe the fide on which 1 
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fpeak, ftands in need of none of the arts 
of perfuafion : if it be viewed in its true 
and natural light, like truth, it muft be 
irrefiftible. 


Q. Fabius Maximus ftood up next, and 
Spoke to the effe as fellows, viz. 
My Lords, 
C what I have to offer to your Lord- 
fhips upon the fubjeét now under our 
confideration, I fhall not fo much as at- 
tempt any fort of rhetorical ftile: I 
have, indeed, I think, much lefs occa- 
fion for it than the Noble Lord who 
{poke lait ; for faéts {peak themfelves, 
and all the faéts that relate to the pre- 
fent queftion, are fo plainly againit that 
fide which his Lordihip feemed to fa- 
vour, that he muft pardon me, if I think, 
he could have faid but very little, if he 
had made no ufe of any of the arts of 
eloquence. IJfit were poffible to ima- 
gine that wit or eloquence could have 
any influence upon this houfe, I fhould 
have but little encouragement to think 
mytelf capable of either: for inall the 
important queftions that have happen- 
ed, almoft ever fince I had a feat here, 
the majority has generally been againft 
that fide of the queftion, on which I had 
the misfortune to fpeak ; yet I always 
thought I had reafon on my fide: but 
as I nowthink,I have a great deal more 
reafon than ever I had upon any former 
occafion, I hope to meet with a diffe- 
rent fate. ‘That there are affemblies 
which are led by their paffions, and that 
in fuch aflemblies only the arts of elo- 
quence can be of fervice, I fhall readily 
grant; but I mutt obferve, that as fome 
paffions are to be led by the fenfe of 
hearing, there are others whichare tobe 
led by the fenfe of feeling alone : and 
if 1 were not fully convinced that the 
members of this afiembly are governed 
by reafon, and by nothing elfe, I fhould 
neverattempt to {peak ; becaufe I know 
my ‘elf as little capable of touching thofe 
paifions, that are to be Jed by feeling, as 
I am of touching thofe that are to be 
led by hearing. 
My Lords, when we granted thofe 
extraordinary powers that were given 
jait {effion te the crown, I believe none 
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of your Lorde meant, sm 
did not imagine, that, in confequence 
that grant, the nation was to be put comma 
any extraordinary expence, as 
there were the leaft hopes left of a1 2: Jo. 
commodation. ‘Thefe hopes, |:new., 
might have been determined by the re. 
turn of one courier : they ought to have 
been fo, confidering how far the fea(oy 
of the year was advanced, and the day 
ger our navigation and commerce 
expofed to in the mean time. [tr 
only fending orders by a courier to czy 
minifter at the court of Spain, to ho 
put two or three plain quettions to tg 
court, by way of ultimatum, and to hava 
infifted on a fpeedy and categorica! « 
fwer. This, I knew, might have been 
done in three or four weeks ; anc then 
fore, when I heard of our great 1.01 
preparations, I expeéted nothing ot 
war: I expeéted that fome of my hi 
neft neighbours in the country wou. 
relieved from the burden of quartenng 
foldiers; becaufe I made no dowd: but 
that alarge body of our troops wou be 
embarked on board our fleet, anc tent 
where they might be of fome iervice to 
their country. I little thought tut 
this feffion of parliament would hue 
opened with a fort of treaty or conver 
tion, that givesus neither war nor peace, 
nor any thing, in my opinion, but thame 
and confufion. 
Indeed, when I heard our fquacrons 
were failed, and found, by the com 
plaints of my neighbours, that our t10c™ 
remained, I cannot fay quict, in the 
quarters, I began to fufpect iome nes 
Carthagena expedition. I began to fea! 
that our fham war would end in a fn 
peace ; and now I find my fears wert 
not without foundation. But, my Lo, 
if we had obtained as honourable a trea 
ty as ever was concluded by this or =") 
nation, J would neverthelefs have 
tured to have faid, that the expenc ¥° 
put ourfelves to, the fquadrons we it% 
out, had no fhare in obtaining 
furely thofe fleets, thofe warlixe p 
rations, that candonoconfiderabie™ 
to an enemy in cafe of a war, C2! °° 
no influence in obtaininga peace. 
fquadron fentto the Meditersanc<! 
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{ure . ems, defigned to be a harmlefs fqua- 
nce offfligess ; and that which was fent to the 
Dut ta Indies, tisallowed, muft have been 
NE a cll they got fome land-forces on 
an 2cq board, for which no preparations were 
new, either at home or in our planta- 
he re ‘ons. But weare told, that Iand-forces 


cht foon have been raifed in our plan- 


feafy cons; which is a faé&t I very much 
of. We have, as yet, but few 
ce lyfe hands in any of our plantations; 
It so have taken men from that valu- 
to. labour, in which our planters and 


ho: aM. <ervants are always employed, 
thet beena greatiofs toour trade. 
t ould have been much better tohave 
: sor 10,000 of the idle fellows we 
se at home, to fome of our moft 
¢.):hful plantations, in order to have 
ven there ready at a call ; for the dif- 
rence of the climate is fo far from be- 
in argument againft, that it is a 
ong argument for fending them thi- 
cr iome months before we have ufe 
 s1em, that they may have time to 
‘oned to the climate, and to reco- 
r trom the fatigues of a long voyage, 
fe they are fent upon any expediti- 
an enemy. 
ins, my Lords, would have had a 
eter influence upon the court of 
», than all the men of war we fit- 
st; for I muft think it was a very 
‘unary fort of management, to 
st above 100 fail of men of war a- 
to nation that cannot fend 30 ca- 
t. lips to fea. ‘Therefore, if the 
ir: of Spain was to be frightned or 
icctned into terms, we ought to have 
ht out regiments of foot, inftead of 
of the men of war that were fit- 
'o.t3 and if that court was not to 
vrcatned, there was no occafion for 
‘og ourfelves to any expence till a 
actually refolvedon. As they 
vut few fhips at fea, and thofe 
have, hard to be met with in fuch 
© ocean as that between Spain and 
"ica, our {quadrons, without a land- 
c:ong with them,can do them little 
nO prejudice: and {uppofe we could 
ve raifed a fufficient land-force in our 
Entations, it will, I hope, be allow’d, 
Boater we had feng orders for raifing 
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that land-force, we might have fitted 
out a fquadron here at home, and fent 
it thither, time enough for taking thofe 
land-forces on board, before they could 
have been ready toembark. ‘There- 
fore we had as little occafion for put- 
ting ourfelves to the expence of naval 
preparations, as we had for putting our- 
felves to the expence of raifing land- 
forces, till we had got a final anfwer 
from Spain; and without threatning to 
invade fome of their territories, in Eu- 
rope or America, with a land-army, 
our numerous fquadrons could now as 
little perfuade them to agree to our 
terms, as Hofier’s {qguadron could for- 
merly perfuade them to deliver the ef- 
fects of their galleons into his hands. 

I am convinced, my Lords, that the 
{quadrons we {ent out laft {ummer, like 
fome others we have upon former occa- 
fions fitted out, gave all Europe an oc- 
cafion of mirth, inftead of giving the 
Spaniards an occafion of fear. ‘The 
court of Spain muft miftake our power, 
or defpife our management, otherwife 
they would not have dared to have of- 
fered fuch a preliminary treaty, as we 
have ftoop’d to accept of. Prelimina- 
ries are fometimes agreed on by nations 
engaged in war, before they can con- 
clude a folemn and definitive treaty of 

«peace ; but by fuch preliminaries the 
moft material points are always fettled, 
and fome pledges are generally given 
for performance of articles. By thefe 
preliminaries no one material point is 
fettled ; the only one that is fettled is, 
that relating to the damages we have 
fuftained, and that is fettled by our a- 
greeing to give a general releate, with- 
out receiving one fhilling confideration. 
Can this be called a treaty? To me it 
feems as if our minifter had prefented 
M. de la Quadra with a carte blanche, 
a fheet of clean paper, and defired he 
would write what he pleafed, becaufe it 
was neceffary for us to have a treaty of 
fome kind or other. 

My Lords, I fhall grant that, before 
we refolve on a war, we ought to confi- 
der what we may lofe, as well as what 
we may get; but, 1 hope, “twill be al- 
lowed, that before we conclude a peace, 
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or any treaty for preventing a war, we 
ought to confider the dangers we may 
be expofed to by fubmitting to an infa- 
mous peace, as well as the dangers we 
may be expofed to by engaging ina 
AE juft and honourable war. It feems now 
| to becomea fafhionable doctrine amongtt 
us, That a trading nation ought to be 
Cautious of engaging inwar. My Lords, 
it 1s directly the contrary: No nation 
ought to go to war without provocation ; 
but of all nations in the world, a nation 
engaged in foreign trade ought to be 
| the moft jealous of its honour and pri- 
vileges, and therefore the moit cautious 
| of tubmitting to any thing that may 
Jook like an infamous peace. The na- 
: | | ture of its trade obliges many of its peo- 
| ple to travel, and fome of them to live 
| | im foreign countries: they muft there 
meet with juftice and refpeét, other- 
wife they neither will travel nor live, 
nor can they carry on any trade. But 
can they expeét to meet with juftice, or 
even with common civility, if the na- 
t tion to which they belong be generally 
; defpifed and contemned? which it mutt 
be, if it fubmits to an infamous peace. 
"This will be our cafe, if we fhould be 
fo fond of peace as to avoid going to 
\ war when we have a juft occafion. If 
we do not vindicate our honour, and 
affert the rights and privileges of our 
people, in all parts of the world where 
‘, they may have occafion to go, we mutt 
give up our foreign trade: for no Bri- 
| tith fubject will go abroad to take care 


of it, if he finds himfelf infulted and a- 
bufed in every country he comes to. 
ovr own colonies will defert us: If we 
will not protet them, they feek 
for protection fomewhere elfe. There- 
fore, if we have a mind to preferve our 
trade or our navigation, we muft take 
care not to be infulted: we muft re- 
! aifume one of our ancient motto’s: Ne- 
gr me imsune locefet, muit be the word 
every mouth, and the refolution of 
everv atlembly, within the British do- 
minions. 
[ thall not pretend, my Lords, that 
have v:ctory chained to our chariot- 
heel; vet [may fay what from all! our 
st , that in the wars 
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it by our fquadrons: if they brine 
home in fingle fhips, we fhall intercey: 
of them by our privateers or 
cruifers. ‘They cannot bring it home 
either in French or Dutch thip: ; 
caufe, by the 6th article of the tre.’ 
of Utrecht between France and u:, tie 
King of France is exprefly obliged, no: 
to accept of any other ufage of nave: 
tion to Spain, and the Spanith Inc, 
than what was praétifed there in the 
reign of K. Charles IT. of Spain, or than 
what fhall likewife be fully given ond 
granted at the fame time to other" 
tions and people concerned in tr 
Therefore the Spaniards could no 
the trade to their fettlements in A: 
rica open to the French, at leat © 
French could not accept of it; on" 
the Dutch fhould, they would be «7 
pofed by France as well as us, wie?) 
an oppofition they would not, I believe, 
chufe to ftruggle with. And as fort 
Spaniards carrying on a correfponcen 
with the Dutch at Curaffoa, or te he 
French at Hifpaniola or Martiniqss, 
the courfe of navigation between 
fettlements upon the continent anc ¥ 
iflands, is fo much confined, 
might intercept every one of their!” 
either by our men of war or prvess " 
Befides, my Lords, thefe expecie™ 
any expedient that could be con‘'\"" 
would lay the whole Spanifh nation ° 
der fuch diftreffes and difficulties, 
they would be glad to accept of fr" 
upon reafonable terms. 
Thus, my Lords, we might note 

reap advantage by diftrefung 


we have been engaged in, we haye «'. alt 
ways come off with honour, when oo» ae. 
affairs were under a wife adminiftrarion ‘ 
In a war with Spain, if we judge from : 
experience, we have more to hope than 
to fear. We may do them grea: 
mage, and gain confiderable advantio 
to ourfelves, even by privateering or a 
feizing their fhips at fea. They cannot | 
fubfift, they cannot defray the expences 
of their civil government, much |e 
jupport the charge of a heavy war,wit). 
out having their treafure brought home , 
from America. If they bring it home 
in galleons or flotas, we may intercep: ! 


-. but we might reap full greater ad- 
.-.ces, and reduce them to greater 
cuties, by attacking them at land. 
ould not, “tis true, be our intereit 
» anempt making any upon 
-copnnent of Old Spain; but by ha- 
a iquadron with or 6000 land- 
‘es on board, continually roving 
their coafts, and making inroads 
soon the country, as often as they found 
opportunity, we might do infinite 
chef to our enemies, and often get 
ich booties for our foldiers and feamen. 
en with regard to their fettlements 
. \merica, as we could prevent any 
by» ues of troops or ammunition being 
»: tuther from any part of the world, 
plunder them from one end 
‘he other 3 or, if we thought it more 
‘our purpofe, we might enable them 
“cow off the yoak of Spain: which 
»..evenof the Spaniards thatare born 
-, would gladly do, if they had any 
pport_on which they could depend, 
‘vic of the oppreflion they meet with 
on. governors and other officers, 
ho are all natives of Old Spain. We 
vot to judge of what may be done 
o Spain in the Weft-Indies from 
anagement of the laft war againft 
and Spain. It was not the dif- 
.*y of the undertaking that prevent- 
“attempt being made in that part 
‘(ic world; but we had taken fo great 
(ce of the war in Europe upon our- 
and were at fo great an expence, 
‘\.¢ could not {pare either money or 
» for fuch an undertaking : and as 
- of our allies would join with us 
. 1f we had gone upon it by our- 
‘© alone, it might have created a 
in fome of them, which would 
been of dangerous confequence 
¢ vrand defign : but if the whole con- 
racy had agreed to have made a vi- 
bhous pufh that way, immediately af- 
‘he battle of Hochftadt, I believe it 
have fueceeded, and would have 
4 means of putting an end to the 
Rr inuch fooner than we did ; for the 
ench, as fome of their minifters have 
mec: Coclared, would not have been fo 
ms able to fupport the expence of the 
b, if it had not been for the great re- 
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mittances they had from the Spanih 
Indies. 

Now, my Lords, with regard to the 
dangers we may be expofed to, even 
fuppofe France fhould join openly with 
Spain againit us; if we were united a- 
mongft ourfelves, and under a popular, 
that is, a wife adminiftration, we have 
nothing to fear from an union of thefe 
two great powers. We may frighten 
ourfelves with bugbears of invations, 
and God knows what ; but till they have 
a naval force fuperior to any we can 
fend againit them, we have nothing to 
fear ; and it would be our fault if we 
allowed them to increafe their naval 
force during a war. We may, ’i*s true, 
be obliged to divide our naval force 5 
but the naval force of France and Spain 
could not all join inone port ; we might 
render it almoft impoffible for them to 
do fo: and if they fhould, we might 
join our fquadrons together as well as 
they, in which cafe we would be more 
than match for them. ‘The fea, my 
Lords, is our element; and it will be 
our defence, as long as we preferve our 
trade: which we mutt lofe if we allow 
our merchants and feamen to be infult- 
edand plundered. A war with Spain 
is, therefore, become unavoidable, if 
they refufe.to give us fatisfaction, as 
well as reparation and fecurity : and if 
they fhould be joined by France, let the 
dangers from {uch an union be what 
they will, we muft face them; for I 
hope no man will fay, we are to look 
tamely on, and fee France and Spain 
plundering our merchants, abufing our 
feamen, and deftroying our trade, with 
impunity. 

The prefentcircumftances of Europe, 
my Lords, I fhall allow to be very dif- 
ferent from what they were in Q. Eh- 
zabeth’s days ; but if fhe had managed 
her foreign negotiations, as we feem to 
have managed ours for thefe twenty 
years mary would have been inmuch 
worfe circumftances than we are at pre- 
fent. She was indanger of having Spain, 
France, and Scotland, joined with a 
powerful party in her own dominions, 
againft her. Towards the beginning of 
the year 1585, the Duke of Guife had 
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got almoft the abfolute government of 
the King and kingdom of France, and 
Philip If. of Spain had juft conquered 
Portugal, and had almoft entirely redu- 
ced the malecontents in Holland and 
Flanders. Thefe two were in a private 
league againft the Proteftant religion, 
and had very near prevailed on James 
VI. of Scotland, afterwards James [. of 
England, to join with them. In thefe 
circumflances, if Q. Elizabeth had fent 
weak or ridiculous Ambaffadors to fo- 
reign courts, or if fhe had thought only 
of putting off the evilday by temporary, 
annual expedients, both fhe andthe Pro- 
teftant religion would have been un- 
done; but fhe forefaw her danger, and 
refolved, therefore, to begin the attack, 
before the project of her enemies was 
ripe for execution. She fent one of the 
ableft and moft expert minifters then 
in the world, to Scotland, by whofe ad- 
dvefs and intrigues fhe at laft fecured 
that King in her intereft. She attack’d 
the King of Spain in his own domini- 
ons, both in the Netherlands and the 
Weitt-Indies ; and fhe gave fuch aid to 
the Huguenots in France, as entirel 
difappointed the projects of the Duke of 
Guile, and greatly contributed towards 
raifing Henry LV. to the throne of that 
kingdom. If we had had fuch forefight 
and wifdom for thefetwenty years paft, 
or had employed fuch minifters in our 
foreign negotiations, we fhouldnot now 
have been trightning ourfelves with the 
conjunction of France and Spainagainit 
us, nor fhould we have been lamenting, 
that we have not a friend in Exurope, 
on whom we can depend for affiftance. 
Tho” our war with Spain in Q. Eli- 
zabeth’s timecontinued formany years, 
we are not, my Lords, from thence to 
conclude, that the war muft now conti- 
nue as long, before we can bring them 
toa compliance. This nation is now 
more powerful, and Spain much weaker, 
than at that time. Q. Elizabeth was 
Queen of Englandand Ireland only : our 
plantations were in their infancy, Ire- 
jand often ina ftate of rebellion, and 
Scotland kept in friendfhip with us by 
her wildom alone. On the other hand, 
the King of Spain was then malter both 
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of Spain and Portugal, and a: power 
ful, perhaps more powerful than a: », 
fent, in the Weft-Indies : befides 
he was then matter of the 
provinces of the Netherlands, ang of +, 
two Sicilies and Milan in Italy. Ty), 
I muft add, that in Q. Elizabeth's vin. 
it was not the intereft of thisnation : 
be at peace with Spain; her fubiea 
made a great deal more by the ws: 
than they could have done by an ope: 
trade with that kingdom; therefore) 
would never hear o reftoring the peace 
tho’ the Spaniards would have ola: 
fued for itto her, if they had hoped ios 
fuccefs, as they did to her fucceffor, be 
fore he was well feated on the throne 
In Oliver Cromwel’s time, the war } 
engaged in againft Spain, was certain! 
a piece of political wifdom : he foun 
it neceflary to eftablith his government 
by making fome conqueft, or gainin 
fome advantage for the nation abroad 
and Spain was the only nation fron 
whom he could take any thing th 
would be of real advantage to ths. H 
joined with France, "tis true ; but « 

wer of France was not then form 
dable ; and by his getting poticdionof 
Dunkirk, he opened a door for ours 
fitting France againft Spain, or Spain: 
gainit France, according as we ‘lol 
afterwards find proper: and if he had 
lived, as he underftood the intere!t of 
his country, he would probab'y hae 
foon clapt up a peace with Span, o" 

thaps have joined with them 

rance ; which would probab) 
prevented the Pyrenzan treaty 0! pe 
the fource of all the evils Europe '» 
fince beenexpofed to ; but he died with 
in three months after he got poss 
of Dunkirk, and but a little more © 
three years after he had begun tic’ 
with Spain : fo that thecontinusnce 
that war is not to be imputed to<"y 
ability we were in of forcing p=" 
accept of a peaceupon reafonab.< 
but to the confufionsand diitraction 
nation was in, from Cromwe!’s “ea! 
the reftoration of K. Charles 1." 
peace between the two nations =” 
ftored, tho” the folemn treaties 10" 
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perpofe were not concluded till the 
years 1667 and 1670. 
ich (herefore, my Lords, if we judge 
teet from experience, we muft conclude, that 
ham o/ Spain is not fupported by France, the 
th? war between the two nations cannot be 
of any long continuance ; and while it 
continues, if right meafures are taken, 
our trade cannot fuffer fo much by their 
prvateers, as it has done for almoft 
years by their guarda coftas. 
}.: iuppote they fhould be fupported by 
coce, yet if care be taken to remove 
Jacontents of our own people, and 
-orous meafures purfued, I think 
‘ice and Spain, even when united a- 
./t us, have more to fear from us, 
han we have from them,tho’ we fhould 
co ceititute of friends as not to meet 
) tuitance from any one power in 
oe. Indeed, if we thould ever have 
fortune to be involved in a war 
Prance and Spain, while we are 
on adminiftration, in which nei- 
ur people at home, nor our friends 
, can put any confidence ; an ad- 
‘ration who had fhewn themfelves 
ole of governing in time of peace, 
bh. sno, of courfe, we muft fuppofe 
more incapable of governing in 
‘war: inthat cafe I do’not know 
might be the confequence. Such 
would think of no- 
but protecting themfelves at 
, againit the refentments of an 
‘ and difcontented people, and 
-<, therefore, neither think of, nor 
eto take proper meafures for di- 
“ung our enemies abroad, or for pro- 
‘"2 our trade at fea, or our poffeffi- 
t land, in any diftant part of the 
oS. Our only fafeguard, our only 
“t. would be in our parliament ; and 
€ only meafure our parliament could 
ty for the falvation of their country, 
bud be, to force a change in the ad- 
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Spain t "i tration, and to recover the affe- 
ee» MBO. Of our own people, and the con- 
eee ence of our natural allies, by punifh- 
thoie, who, by their conduct, had 
Ij. wh leited both. 

s was 


Thus, my Lords, I believe it will ap- 
, that, if we were now at liberty to 


Rides the dangers we may be expofed 
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ale 


to, and the advantages we may reap, 
by engaging in a war with Spain, we 
fhould, upon the comparifon, find, that 
we have more to hope than to fear 3 
but we have met with fo many infults, 
and fuch difdainful treatment from that 
nation, for many years paft, that if they 
refufe or delay to give us {atisfaction, 
reparation, and fecurity, we have no, 
fuch liberty left, we muit go to war let 
the confequence be what it wills and 
in fuch a cafe, I can look upon no man 
asa friend to his country, who endea- 
vours to terrify the people with the dan- 
Bers they are to encounter. ‘This, my 
rds, leads me of courfe to confider, 
whether we have got, by the conventi- 
on now under our confideration, any fa- 
tisfaction, fecurity, or reparation ; and 
for this purpofe I fhall go thro’ the fe- 
veral articles: But I mutt firit obferve, 
that with regard to fatisfaction, there is 
not one article that relates to it: it 1s 
not fo much as referred to the Plenipo- 
tentiaries to regulate what fatisfaction 
the Spanifh nation fhall make us, for the 
many heinous indignities they have put 
upon us ; nay we feem, by the very pre- 
amble, to have given up all title to it, 
by acknowledging, that the grievances 
have been mutual. My Lords, I defy 
the moft eloquent advocate for Spain, to 
fhew any one grievance we have fub- 
jected them to, or any one injury we 
have done them, ever fince the treaty 
of Seville. By that treaty we did them 
a moft fingular favour, at the expence 
of our ancient ally the Emperor 3 and 
we have been heaping favours upon fa- 
vours ever fince: therefore I muft think 
it was a facrificing of the truth, as well 
as the honour of this nation, to allow 
it to be faid in the preamble, that grie- 
vances were alledged on each fide, as 
well in the Weft-Indies, as elfewhere. 
Then, my Lords, with regard to our 
future fecurity, I muft obferve, that it 
is of two kinds: it relates either to the 
freedom of our navigation and com- 
merce, or to the free enjoyment of our 
poffeifions and privileges in that part of 
the world. As to the freedom of our 


navigation and commerce, the only args 


ticle, that relates to it, is the firt; andy 
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by that we have almoft in exprefs terms 


given it up: for, asa Noble Lord has 


obierved before me, if it be regulated, 
it muit be reitrained ; and that which is 
reftrained, can no longer be faid to be 
free. 1 was furprifed to hear it faid, 
that the Spaniards pretend toa right of 
fearching our fhips, only upon theirown 
coaits. Do not we know that they 
fearch them where-ever they can meet 
with them in the American feas? do 
not feveral of the petitions and other 
papers we have before us fhew, that 
they not only fearch them many leagues 
out at fea, but pretend to make prize of 
them, upon the ridiculous pretence of 
their having contraband goods on board ? 
W hat the Spaniards may mean, or what 
the Noble Lord that fpoke Jait may 
mean, by their own coaiis, I do not 
know ; it is a word that has no deter- 
mined fignification: but whatever may 
be meant by the word, it is certain that 
no right or dominion can be acquired to 
any part of the fea, no more than to a- 
ny part of the land, but by eccupancy 
and poffeffion ; which muft: be declared 
by overt acts: for a nation’s being in 
pofleflion of the land, gives them no 
right to any part of the neighbouring 
fea ; and I do not know that we have 
ever yet allowed the Spaniards to take 
pofleiiion, or to claim any right to any 
part of the feas of America, without the 
limits of their ports or havens. By the 
treaty in 1670, we promifed, “tis true, 
that the fubjects of this kingdom fheuld 
not fail to and trailick in the ports and 
havens that have fortifications or ma- 
gazines, nor in any other place poffefled 
by the King of Spain in the Weit-In- 
dies: but we did not promife, that our 
fhips fhould not fail along their coafts; 
nor did we give them a right to fearch 
juch fhips, or to prefcribe what fort of 
goods or effects they fhould have on 
board: nav, we did not fo much as give 
them a right to fearch any of our fhips, 
that fhould be forced into any of their 
ports in America, by ilrefs of weather, 
or any fuch accident: on the contrary, 
we exprefly ilipulated, that fuch fhips 
ihould be allowed to depart whenever 
they had a mind, without any lett or 
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moleftation. Yet that treaty, y), ch 
now feems to be the utmoft we af; ire to 
was in thofe days thought {fo difadvan. 
tageous for this kingdom, that the (je. 
tleman who negotiated and concluce} 
it, durit never return to England, tho’ 
he was of a good family, and had {eye. 
ral confiderable relations, who migh: 
have procured him a guietus for 
flip he had been guilty of in his negoy- 
ations, if our parliaments had then been 
as ready to overlook fuch flips, as fone 
have been fince that time. 

By the treaty in 1670, my Lords, the 
Spaniards have no right to fearch any 
Britith thip, even in their ports in ve 
Weft-Indies, when fuch fhip happens to 
be forced in there by any fea-citret.; 
and much leis have they a right to cov. 
fifcate fhip and cargo, on account of 
her having Spanifh money, or Span) 
goods on board, unlefs they could prove 
that fuch money, or fuch goods, hau by 
that fhip been taken on board trom 
fome of their fettlements. Nay, in Od 
Spain, where a free trade is allowed, 
they are not to fearch a Britifh ihup,e- 
ven in their ports, till fhe be unlicec: 
they are only to put cuftom-houie ox. 
cers, not exceeding three, on boar, 0 
fee that while fhe 1s unlading, no goo 
fhall be landed without paying tie ce 
ties; as appears from the iota crice 
of the treaty 1667. But now, it icem, 
we are reduced fo low, that we mut 
grant them a right to fearch our 1p 
within what they fhall pleale to 1 
their fea-coafts; that is to jay, Wun 
fight of any land they fhall pleale toc: 
theirs in America; for that wiu ve‘ 
confequence: if you fix it at one «5-6 
or two leagues from the fhoar, ti" 
guarda coftas will fay, every Bows} 
that is within fight of land, is W"" 
one or two leagues of the fhoar. ‘\“! 
further, we muit grant them a rigs) 
feems, not only to fearch, but to “ 
fifcate fhip and cargo, if upon 
fearch, they find, or can fteal, on boar 
two or three pieces of Spanith mor) 
or any other goods which they ca” - 
produce of their fettlements 
At this rate, my Lords, we 
up Jamaica, and all our fugar 
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‘f.>no fhip can fail either to or from Ja- 
maica, without coming upon what the 
Spaniards may call their coafts: and no 
‘| pcan return from Barbadoes, orany of 

other fugar iflands, without coming 

0 eoonthecoatts of fome of thofe iflands in 


ve ive Wett-Indies, which the Spaniards 
gt c.|| theirs ; beeaufe no fhip can return 
iny 


fom thence, without coafting along 
je lands, in order toget tothe north- 
een vad of the trade-winds, before they 
bear away for any part of Europe. 
|herefore, my Lords, the allowing 
‘om aright or privilege to fearch our 
{ ps upon any part of the feas of Ame- 
roa. or the allowing them a right to 
a Britifh fhip, on account of 
her having any effects on board, which 
ti) may call the produce of their fet- 
tements, even tho’ fuch fhip fhould by 
c. ‘refs be drove into any of their ports 
o; -.vens in that part of the world, is 
ot we can never grant. It is what 
aght not to have negotiated about, 
-mach lefs ought we to have refer- 

to-Plenipotentiaries to be regula- 
; for if it be regulated, it muft be e- 
hed; and we may judge from their 

behaviour, how well they will ob- 
any regulations itcan be laid under. 
‘rom whence, my Lords, it appears, 
<, moft evidently, that, inftead of 
‘iting any thing for the future fe- 
~y of our trade and navigation in the 
smerican feas, we have by this conven- 
| almoft exprefly given up the free- 
both of our trade and navigation 
‘ole feas. But fuppofe their right 
arching and conffcating Britith 
», that may be found failing along 
‘ coafls in America, were to be e- 
ohed, and put under certain regu- 
Bons, by the definitive treaty that is 
. ae concluded in purfuance of this con- 
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coon; furely, my Lords, confidering 
night, he bad ufe they have lately made of 
to c n pretended right, we ought to have 
yn ated a fufpenfion of the exercife of 
n boare is right, till thofe regulations fhould 
mon pe icttled and agreed on by a folemn 
cll Bevty. We might have ftipulated, that 
oe the mean time they fhould abftain 


om fearching Britith thips on any part 
Hine {eas of America, and from con- 
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fifcating them, unlefs upon a full proof 
of their having been concerned 1n an il- 
licit trade with their fettlements. But 
we are told, the Spaniards would have 
look’d upon this as a ftipulation for car- 
rying on in the interim a fort of free 
trade with their fettlements in that part 
of the world; and further, we are told, 
that we could have no occafion for {uch 
a fufpenfion, becaufe we fhall have a 
fquadron of men of war there, that will 
be fufficient to protect our trade in the 
mean time. ‘This is really fomething 
extraordinary: we muft not ftipulate 
a fufpenfion, becaufe the Spaniards 
would Jock upon it as a ftipulation for 
a free trade with their fettlements; but 
we may compel it, by means of a fu- 
perior fquadron. My Lords, if they 
could have look’d upon a ftipulation for 
a {ufpenfion in fuch a light, will not they 
look upon our making ule ofa {quadron 
for fuch a purpofe, asa compelling them 
to allow us a fort of free trade with their 
fettlements? and will not they look up- 
on this asa breach of this very conven- 
tion? Let us confefs the truth, my 
Lords, without any fubterfuge: they 
would grant us nothing that might in 
the leaft derogate from any right or pri- 
vilege they had a mind to make ule of ; 
therefore they refufed granting usa fut- 
pention in this cafe: but they pranted 
us a fufpention with regard to their for- 
‘tifications and improvements in Flori- 
da, becaufe it was a right they had no 
mind to make ule of. 

I fhall grant, my Lords, that a man 
may have a right to an eflate, and yet 
his enjoyment of that eitate may be re- 
flrained by fome right or fervitude 
(which is a more proper word than pri- 
vilege ) granted to another: but can that 
man’s right to his eitate be full and ab- 
folute ? can that which is under a ter- 
vitude be faid to be free ? My Lords, e- 
very thing that limits or reftrains the 
enjoyment of a right, muit in fo far di- 
minifh or deftroy the right itfeif. We 
have a right to a navigation and com- 
merce in the American feas: we have 
a right to a commerce with the conti- | 
nent and iflands of America, ‘Lhe firtt i 
is abfolute and free, Upon thote 
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no nation in the world can fay to us, 
What doft thou? But with regard to 
our commerce with the continent and 
iflands of America, it ts reftrained. By 
the treaty in 1670, we obliged ourfelves 
not to carry on any commerce with thofe 
places in America which are poffeffed 
by the Spaniards ; and this was the rea- 
fon we at that time found fo much fault 
with that treaty. ‘Therefore we ought 
carefully to diftinguifh between thofe 
two rights. As to our right of naviga- 
tion and commerce in the American 
feas, the Spaniards have no right to li- 
mit or reftrain it: I hope we hall ne- 
ver allow them, nor any nation, to do 
fo; tho’ I am told the French have late- 
ly begun to ufurp fuch a right. As to 
our commerce with the continent and 
iflands of America, the Spaniards may 
reftrain it: they may prevent our Car- 
rying on any commerce in thofe places 
which they are in poffeflion of; but 
they can reftrain it no further: they 
have no bufinefs, nor any right, to en- 
quire what we do in any part of Ameri- 
ca, which they are not in actual poffef- 
flonof. But if we approve of this con- 
vention, and fuch a definitive treaty be 
concluded as may be expetted, and 
dreaded, from fuch a preliminary, I do 
not know what rights they may acquire. 
They may acquire the right they pre- 
tend to; which ts a right to prefcribe 
to the thips of G. Britain, what courfe 
they fhall eer, and what goods they 
fhall carry, from one part of the Britifh 
dominions to another. 

My Lords, it was a conceffion in us 
to allow them to exclude the fubjeés of 
this kingdom fromcarrying onany com- 
merce in their American dominions; it 
was thought too great aconceilion when 
it was firit granted. But, I hope, no 
Britifh fubject will fay, that we ought, 
or con allow them to make any regula- 
tions at fea for preventing fuch a com- 
merce ; and therefore, I was furprifed 
to hear it faid, that we had not time to 
fettle fuch regulations, or to convince 
them of the injuitice of the regulations 
they have made: for if they iniifted up- 
on making fuch regulations, or upon the 

rusice of thete they had made, the on- 
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ly proper anfwer was, a declaration of 
war 5 and this, I am convinced, i: what 
itmuftat laft cometo. But fuppofe there 
had been fome difficulty in the caf at | 
firft; have wenot hadtime enough to un- C0 
derftand one another? have we not been pols 
negotiating about the very points now | 
in difpute between us, for ten or a dozen 
of years, without intermiffion? coy); n 
not we know in all that time whar Spain he 
would do, or how far they woulddifciaim in 2 
the rights they have lately ufurped upon 
us? My Lords, Iam convinced fome of 
our negotiators do know: am conyip- 
ced they know, that Spain will grant vs 
no fecurity, nor difclaim any right they ‘ 
have lately fet up, unlefs they are forced De 
to it by a vigorous war: and therefore, ti 
I muft look upon this convention a: 
mere contrivance for putting off thee 
vil day ; an expedient for this fedion: ni 
and the prolongation of the term her- Dy 
by ftipulated, will, I fuppofe, be an ex- 


pedient for the next, perhaps for tvo mt | 
or three enfuing ; during which the 
niards will continue to plunder ovr 


chants, and interrupt our trade as wail. 

Now, my Lords, with regard to the 25 
free enjoyment of our poffeffions and Ble 
privileges in America, the only erice 
that relates to it, is the 2d, and that re- Mi 
lates only to Georgia. But how coe I; 
it relate to it ? by what, Iam ture, n¢ 
Spaniards will call giving itup. Ifthe 
Spaniards pretended to difpute 
with us, it was a moft ridiculous thing Zz 
in us to allow that difpute to be care: Ha 
fo far as to the fouthern, perhaps rest jer 
the moft northern bounds of North-C:- 
rolina. It was the fame as if we hc gee 
fat down to hazard, and had {taxed : 
North-Carolina, South-Carolina, 
Georgia, againft the infignificant p> 
nifh fort called Fort- Auguitine ; for tat 
is the only fort or fettlement the > 
niards have in Florida. fha!! 
the fufpenfion ftipulated in this 
is mutual ; but, my Lords, it is for so" Bg 
being equal. We fufpend fortifying 
improving three large countries 07 5" 
vinces already planted, already great} 
improved, already inhabited by »u™ 
bers of our own people, and whic) “* 
were refolved to fortify and 
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1 of ni as pofible. On the other hand, the 
ha Spaniards are to fufpend fortifying and 
ere ;;nproving one fingle province, not fo 
at as any one of our three, and that 
un- country entirely wafte, or inhabited 
een only by uch as are their enemies, ex- 
now cept one little fort and a country which 
ze ney had no intention either to plant, 
ould Me prove, or fortify. But is Georgia 
pain he only pofleffion or privilege we have 


laim hy America, which the Spaniards now 
‘rend to difpute with us? Why is 


upon 

ne of -e oo mention made of our ancient 

Win “coment in Campechy ? of our right 

nt us cut logwood in the bay of Hondu- 

they 2? or of our right to gather falt in 

reed he uland of Tortugas ? Are thefe pof- 
ions and rights which are not worth 


uutending for ? or are they to be gi- 
he €. up, or relingquifhed, for the fake of 
Ton: n iniammous peace? It would feem fo 
y tus preliminary convention ; and 
«ctore | muit conclude, that, initead 
i pulating any future fecurity for the 


e enjoyment of our poffeflions and 
mets eges in America, we have, tacitly 
uiual, cit, given up by this convention, e- 


puilethon, every right, every pri- 
«oc, which the Spaniards now pre- 
i. to ditpute with us in any part of 
mMerica, 
in lieu of thefe moft extraordinary 
one might expect, my Lords, 
had got the moftample, the moft 
peat reparation for all the damages 
fe ove fuitained, and all the extraor- 
r ry expence we were put to; but we 
ce too modeft, it feems, to afk any 
 ourfement of cofts: and if the pay- 
he" upulated by the 3d article, which 
oven fo much boatted of, be clofely 
solned, and ftript of that artful dif- 
on which it is dreffed up, we fhall 
or that MM Coat we have given a free difcharge 
pait damages, without obtaining 
of reparation, except as to 
to four or five fhips, which 
fom Me King of Spain had ordered to be 
red, before this convention was 
c.ght of. But this has been put in 
Geer a light by the Noble Lord that 
sc lait but one, that I need not en- 
mm: upon it ; and therefore, I fhall 


By take notice of fome things, that 
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fell from the Noble Lord that fpoke 
lait. He was pleafed to tell us, that 
the Spaniards made a demand of § or 
600,000 1. upon us, and feemed high- 
ly to commend our dexterity at ne- 
gotiation, in prevailing upon them to 
accept of 60,0001. in full of fuch a high 
demand. My Lords, if there was not 
the leait pretence for fetting up any de- 
mand againit us, we ought to have look- 
ed upon their fetting up {uch a demand, 
as atrefh infult ; and therefore, initead 
of allowing any part of it, we ought to 
have rejected it with contempt. ‘lhe 
95,0001. flipulated in this article, is 
theretore the only fum we are to receive 
by way of reparation ; and of this {um 
ourownS.S.company is to pay 68,0001. 
for whatever the Noble Lord may think 
of the King of Spain’s proteflation, as 
he declares, that under the validity and 
force of that proteft he figned this con- 
vention, | am convinced he looks upon 
the payment of that money by our S.S. 
company, as the condition upon which 
alone he ftands obliged to pay the 95,000 
1. ftipulated by this article ; and | will 
engage, that not one fhilling of the 
95,000 I. fhall bepaid to us by the King 
of Spain, unlefs the 68,0001. be firit 
paid to him by our company. ‘There- 
foreall the reparation the King of Spain 
is to make, is the 27,0001. which is the 
difference between g5 and 68,000 1. 
And for this 27,0001. his Catholick 
Majetty, or his fubjects, are to retain 
poffeffion of, and convert to their own 
ufc, the five Britifin {hips which he had 
before ordered to te reftored ; for by 
the fourth article of this treaty, if any 
part of any of thefe fhips has been, or 
fhall be reftored, it is to be deducted out 
of the 95,000 1. 

This, my Lords, is really fuch a jug- 
gle, fuch a farcial fort of reparation, 
that I cannot but imagine, that when 
M. de fa Quadra found our negotiators 
willing to accept of it, he went {miling 
to his mafter, and told him, he had got 
the Englith to accept of fuch a fham re- 
paration, as no Indian nation in Ame- 
rica wou'd have been amufed with. 
Well, fays his Catholick Majeity, what 
have you done with the poltroons yyy 
Thacm 
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Their merchants are to have 155,000 1. 
in fall for all the depredations your fub- 
jects have committed upon them for 
almoft twenty years pait, anfwers the 
minifter. What, replies the Sovereign, 
a55,0co01.? howcan you pay it? for I 
will not give them one fingle farthing. 
No, no, fays the minifter: 60,0001. one 
part of it, they are to raife by a tax 
themfelves; 68,000 |. another 
part of it, their S. S. company is to give 
me, and I am to return it to {uch Com- 
miffaries as they fhall appoint, for di- 
siributing it among their merchants ; 
and for the remaining 27,0001. they 
are to allow your Majeity to keep the 
five thips and their cargoes, which you 
had given orders to reitore. Now, as 
thefe thips were certainly moft unjuttly 
tiken, and more unjuitly confifcated, 
the captors muft now account to your 
Majeity, initead of accounting to the 
Englifh, for the full value; which I 
reckon will amount to at leaft 35,0001. 
fo that initead of your paying them any 
thing for reparation, they have, in ef- 
fect, paid you at leafl 8000 1. for giving 
them the pretence ofa reparation. My 
Lords, M.de la Quadra may have foime 
private reafons for not looking upon our 
negotiators as downright fools ; but if 
we approve of fuch a reparation, I am 
fure the Spanith nation will have reafon 
to look with creater contempt upon this, 
than upon any nation of native Indians 
im America. 

After having thus fhewn, that we 
have got no reparation by this conven- 
tion, we need not, I think, my Lords, 
much trouble our heads about the value 
pet upon our loffes by our Commiffa- 
ries; but, I think it fufficient for dif- 
crediting their report, that one of them 
who was examined at our bar, could 
give no diftinét reafon for reducing the 
claim of our merchants from above 
400,000 |. to 200,0001. If they had 
vouchfafed to have given us any reafons 
for fuch an extraordinary reduétion, I 
2m convinced it would have been eafy 
to have fhewn, that their reafons were 
frivolous; and till they do affign their 
reafons, every man mutft fuppofe they 
had no reafon; for the characters of our 


Proceedings of the Cruz. 


merchants, who gave in their cy 
many of them, if not all, Upon oath 
are as good as the charaéters of ,. pic 
Commiffaries. But fuppofe the 
€tion made by our Commiffirics 

been juft, the value of the five thing al 
mention’d in the 4th article of this co Duce 
vention, or at leaft of the four lait. could 

be no part of the 200,000 1. at whicy 


they computed our real loffes ; beciy ute 
the four fhips laft mentioned were 
fince our Commiffaries returned 


Spain ; and the firtt mentioned, 


the Woolball, was taken long after ; 
treaty of Seville, and could there! ; 
be no part of any of thole preteniio \ 
that were referred to Commiffarie: b4 gat 
that treaty. For this if 
95,0001. to be paid by the King of 
and our S. S. company, had been loo." | pe 
on as a reparation forthat 200,000).0” 
ly, weought to have ftipulated the envy pov 
re{titution of thefe five fhips, without « pou. 
lowing any deduétion from the 95.070! pon 
on account of that reftitution: bo qq 
this cafe the King of Spain mui )s 
paid us out of his own pocket 27,00014 
by way of reparation for 200,000 
which was, it feems, what he was re 
folved not to do; and therefore, by 0 
article, we have allowed him to se 
thefe five fhips which he had beiore a 
greed to reftore. 
This, my Lords, was, 
extremely complaifant; and fince we 
fhew’d fo much complaifance to 
in the point of reparation, he ‘hous, 
I think, in good manners, have ‘cw 
fome complaifance to us in the p int a 
future fecurity : but his Catholics 
jeity, it feems, in every point, acte- 


Caaniard: 


part of a ftubborn, haughty sp! 
and we, I do not know what. 1 
mer days, my Lords, we ufed to d¢ * 
ftubborn as any of our neighbour 5°" 

to fhew that we were fo, as the \oo- 
Lord that fpoke laft was pleafed tom 
tion the treaty between Oliver Cro a 
and the Dutch, I fhall beg leave © ° 
mine that treaty, becaufe the o'-"" 
ftances of the then difputes betwe"” 
and the Dutch were fomething 
to the difputes now 
us and Spain. The Dutch, 
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. sot for many years before done us 
jury, nor had they any way inter- 
-..¢ cur trade; but ina former reign, 
\jcch the only maxim of govern- 
oot was, ‘That peace was better than 
»), as it feems to be at prefent, the’ 
ch had done very heinous in- 
+», which had never been properly 
ented; and they had begun to dit- 
ve with us the honour of the flag. 
'cyefore, our demands upon the Dutch 
ec. that they fhould give us fatisfa- 
ter che infult had many years 
- put upon us, reparation for the 
« they had done, and fecurity for 
curcunmolefted enjoyment of that 
ot, called the honour of the flag. 
,/o\ did Oliver Cromwel, my Lords, 
po\ le for thefe feveral demands, by 
be eaty he made with the Dutch? 
y the 27th article it was exprefly 
rov.ced, That the United Provinces 
bould take care, that juftice be done 
n thofe who were partakers or ac- 
pi pices in the maffacre of the Englith 
\nboyna, provided any of them 
song. muit obferve, my Lords, 
a. provifo was neceffary ; becaute 
mailacre was perpetrated in the 
piccable reign of James I. above thirty 
vis betore this treaty. ‘Then, with 
“4 to reparation, Oliver’s negotia- 
cid not lump it, as our prefent he- 
‘ors have done by this convention: 
\ Lords; the quantum of that re- 
‘cn was, by the 30th article of the 
veaty, to be adjufted by Commil- 
.relpectively appointed ; who were 
D2 ct, not in Holland, but at London, 
cetermine it in three months: 
. .pon their failure, it was referred to 
¢ ’roteitant Swifs cantons, who were 
Judgment within fix months: 
ic we know that the Dutch actually 
-< very large fum of money upon 
account. Laftly, with regard to 
future fecurity, though it related 
but a point of honour, Oli- 
e <ncw well the great confequence of 
B''.cing nation’s being jealous of its 
413 and therefore he took care not 
‘cler fuch a point to Commmijilaries : 
p, by the 13th article of that treaty, 
p< exprefly provided, That the fhips 
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and veflels of the faid United Provinces, 
as well thofe of war as others, which 
fhould meet any of the men of war of 
the republick of Eng 

feas, th 

the fame manner as was ever obierved 
at any time before, under any former 
government. 


Noble Lord that fpoke latt, it was not 
paid on account of any damage done to 
this nation before the war commenc’d. 
It was paid, my Lords, on account of 
fome Englith thips that had been feized 
and detained in the dominions of the 


land in the Britifh 
ould ftrike the flag to them, in 


As to the 10,000 1. mention’d by the 


King of Denmark, after the commence- 
ment of the war; and as they were fei- 
zed at the inftances of the Dutch, Oli- 
ver infilted, thatthe Dutch fhould make 
good the lofs; and accordingly, by the 
28th article of the fame treaty, a ftipn- 
lation was made for this purpote, which 
deferves our particular notice upon this 
occafion. By this ftipulation, the States 
General obliged themfelves, that thofe 
fhips and goods, which were remaining 
in ipecie, together with the true value 
of thofe that had been fold, embezzled, 
or otherwiie difpafed of, fhould be re- 
ftored, within a fortnight after the ar- 
rival of thofe who were to go to reclaim 
them; and alfo, that the lofles which 
had accrued to the Englifh by their 
being detained, fhould be made good, 
according toanappraifement to be nade 
by Commiffaries therein named: which 
Commilffaries were to meet on the 27th 
of June, a little more than two months 
after the ratification of the treaty, at 
London ; and after the firlt day of Au- 
uft then next enfuing, unlefs they a- 
greed beforehand, they were to be fhut 
up in a soom feparate from all other 
perfons, cvithout fire, candle, meat, drink, 
or other fupport, ill they had agreed of 
the matters to them referred. ‘The 
States likewile obliged themfelves to 
pay s5oco 1. within two days after the 
exchange of the ratifications, to the 
merchants, for the expence of their voy- 
age to Denmark, to reclaim their fhipss 
and soco |. more, within fix days after . 
their arrival there, for refitting and re- 
pairing their fhips fog their return. 
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for the performance of thefe conditions, 
they further obliged themfelves, that 
bond fhould be given by fufficient men, 
Living here at London, for 140,000 1. 
‘The 10,000 |. mentioned by his Lord- 
fhip, was therefore only a part of the 
reparation that was to be made for this 
particular damage: for we know, that 
the Commiffaries, by their award, dated 
the 31it of July that year, the day be- 
fore they were to have been inclofed, 
declared, that the whole damage a- 
mounted to 97,973 1. which was ac- 
cordingly paid at London, and diftri- 
buted among thofe concerned. 

I wiih, my Lords, our late negotia- 
tors had read this treaty: they might 
from thence have feen what was meant 
by fatisfadtion, reparation and fecurity 
for, 1 think, I have now clearly fhewn, 
that, by this convention, we have ob- 
tained no fatisfaétion, no fecurity, no 
reparation, nor fo much as a promiie for 
any one of them. On the contrary, we 
have, by this preliminary, either ex- 
prefly or tacitly,givenevery one ofthem 
up. And fhall a Britifh parhament ap- 
prove of fuch atreaty ? fhall the Bri- 
tith nation hug itfelf in the precarious 
enjoyment of fuch an infamous tranquil- 
lity? Where can a Britifh merchant go 
to carry on any foreign trade ? what fo- 
reign port can a Britifh fhip put into ? 
"They mutt expeét to be infulted, abu- 
fed, and plundered, by every nation 
they deal with; and, under fuch a mif- 
fortune, can we expect to improve the 
circumitances of our affairs either at 
home or abroad ? My Lords, by our 
Jate conduct we have brought ourfelves 
into a neceflity of going to war, let the 
coniequence be never fo fatal. A man 
whoiubmits tamely toa fmall affront, 
is {ure to meet with a heinous one; and 
then he mutt fight: whereas if he had 
rejented the firit with fpirit, he might 
have obtained fatisf€tion without dan- 
ger, and would have prevented his meet- 
ing with a fecond. If we had properly 
relented the firit injury we met with 
from Spain, if upon the firft infult or 
incroachment we had peremptorily de- 
manced fatisfaction, we might have ob- 
tained it by peaceable means 5 but now 
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deal of both has been made ute of 


it is become too weighty for nego: - 
on : we can findit only at the pointof 
our {word ; and there, I trug in God 
we fhall ftill be able to find both 
faction and fecurity. 
After what I have faid, my Lord. 
I think, I have no occafion to confider ; 
our circumftances, either at home or ». 
broad ; becaufe I have, I believe, maga 
it appear, that a war is become me, 
voidable, unlefs we havea mind to co». 
tinue under fuch an infamous peace, 24 
muft render our circumftances every 
day worfe and worfe. Nor do | thir. 
that, upon the prefent queftion, | have c 
any occafion to enquire into the cays 
of the prefent unhappy fituation of tig 
affairs of this nation, or of Europe ; )ux 
if it were neceflary, I believe, | could th 
fhew, that it is entirely owing to the fn 


God, 
latis< 


co 


meafures we have followed for almot 
thefe twenty years. I could thew, tht ! 
the fame conduét, which has now at!:4 z 
made a war unavoidable, has rendered 
us almoft incapable of carrying it on 


with vigour or fuccefs ; but, thank God Re 
we are not yet altogether fo: thisnat- of 
on has many and great refources ; and ii 
if they are put undera right concut, Dh: 


we may ftill be able to recover out \ 
friends, and revenge ourfelves of our e a 
nemies; therefore, I hope, no man w:! 

fo far defpair, as to approve of any pr: ‘ 
liminary, that may fend us into an in 
famous treaty of peace. 


The laft that fpoke in this day's obo 
qas L. Icilius, the purport 
Speech was as follows, Vit. 

My, Lords, | 
JHatever influence wit of 
quence may have upon ts“ 
fembly, however improper 
to make ufe of either in this 20u', 
muft be acknowledged, that « °° 


this occafion ; and I muff fay, 
this debate, a fort of eloquence 2:9" 


«a? 


made ufe of, which may be frequ'"** 
a certain place at tother end of tt 
town, but cannot, J am fure, be fat 
be either proper or decent in this aller 
bly ; fora great many very harih ¢F 


thets have been givento the ggavens 
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sow before us, which, confidering the 
where we are, I think, ’twould 
God, ).. been better to have let alone, even 
, ).’ the convention had been as bad as 
tho. been repreiented: but *twill be 
od, L believe, upon a ferious exami- 
baron, that they are fuch as it no way 
lec:ves. Byendeavouring to fhew this, 
do not know, but that, in the humour 
una. ne Lords feem to be in at prefent, I 


C01 . be called an advocate for Spain, as 
ce, 2 ‘ome other Lords who have 
eve ».¢ before me upon the fame fide of 
thins, be guetlion but whatever I may be 
1a 4, either within doors or without, 
cauie . relolved, while I fit here, to fpeak 
of the -ouments freely, and to declare o- 
but what, think, will conduce moft 
could ‘.¢ tervice of my King, and the good 
‘0 the fy country. This is my duty, this 
almaf duty of every member of this 
v5 tht o.; and therefore I think it as wrong 
at la “fect popularity upon any occafion, 
ndered y Cuming in with thofe prejudices 
It on may have been accidentally ta- 
< God, cop, or artfully raifed, among the 
1s Nati Cpe, as itis to fhew a blind or a fla- 
ja i). complaifance to the minifters of 
ncuct, crown. 
Our 


“nether we have got a proper fatif- 
con, ora full reparation, for the in- 
that have been done to us, are 
IV pres uicons that have been fo fully {poke 
ine »y the Noble Lords who have alrea- 
ose in favour of this convention ; 
em it has been fo clearly demon- 
3, that we could not expeét, nor 
tot to have infifted upon greater fa- 
~<ion or reparation, from a nation 
« ftnendfhip we ought to court, 

- it would be vain, if not arrogant 
to attempt to fet that matter in 
‘cterlight. Befides, my Lords, thefe 
<rtucles which in all negotiationsad- 
bh ofa little yielding or foftning ; and 
erticularly in our negotiations with 
PP n, we ought never to allow them 
ve of any extraordinary weight. If 


vent: can get the other difputes, which 
of iubiift between Spain and us, ad- 
fad cd to our fatisfaétion ; if we can ob- 
reafonablefecurity for the future 
ep ninolefted enjoymentof our navigation 


Commerce in the American feas, I 
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think it would be prudent in us to yield 
a little upon the head of fatisfa¢tion 
and reparation : at leaft, I muit think 
it would be very imprudent in us to en- 
gage in a war with Spain, and at this 
juncture too, for the fake of having a 
Spanifh Governor, or Captain of guarda 
cofta, hanged, as many of them cer- 
tainly deferve for their behaviour to- 
wards us; or for the fake of obtaining 
0» or even a 100,000 |. more, for ma- 

ing good the damages our merchants 
have iuftained. 

The article of fearch or 0 fearch, is 
therefore that which we ought princi- 
pally to regard in our contett 
with Spain; and this, my Lords, I 
mutt obferve, isa mutual claim. We 
pretend toa right of fearching the fhips, 
even of foreigners, upon our owncoatts, 
as well as the Spaniards do upon theirs, 
efpecially when there are grounds to 
fufpect, that any fuch fhip has beenem- 
ployed, or is going to be employed, in 
carrying on an unlawful trade with our 
fubjeéts, or inour dominions. It isa 
fort of liberty we take, it isa fort of 
liberty every nation takes, hance petimus 
damufque viciffim ; and neither the Spa- 
niards nor we have given it up, by re- 
ferring it to be regulated by Plenipo- 
tentiaries. Nay, even in the open feas, 
in the middle of the wide ocean, if one 
of our men of war fhould, upon vifitin 
a fhip they meet with, find caufe to fut? 
pect, that her — or fea-letters 
were forged, or ihould find caufe to fuf- 
pect from what they faw on board, that 
the fhip had been concerned in any pi- 
ratical practices, I believe they would 
take the liberty to break through the 
rules prefcribed by treaties for viliting 
fhips at fea, and would fearch fuch a 
fhip, in order to difcover whether their 
Selpicions were well or ill grounded, 
This isa liberty which the armed fhips 
of every country take, even upon the 
high feas ; itis aliberty which every 
country muft indulge to another, for 
the fake of difcovering and apprehend- 
ing pirates: therefore, it isa liberty 
that no nation can complain of, unleds 
When it is turned to a bad ufe ; and then 
it is not the right or liberty, but the 
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hte 
ute made of it, that affords a juft caufe 
of complaint. 

The liberty of fearching the fhips of 
foreigners upon the high feas, on {nipi- 
cion of piracy, is a liberty that is efta- 
blifhed and regulated by the law of na- 
tions alone ; but the liberty which e- 
very nation enjoys, of fearching, on 
fufpicion of unlawful trade, the fhips of 
foreigners that approach near to their 
coafts withoutany neceffity, is a hberty 
that is net only eftablifhed by the law 
of nations, but is generally regulated by 
the particular laws or cuftoms of each 
reipetive fociety. In this country itis 
eftablithed and regulated not only by 
immemorial cuftom, but by feveral atts 
of parliament ; and it is impoflible for 
us, by any precautions we can take at 
Jand, to prevent the exportation of our 
wool, the importation of prohibited 


goods, or the clandeftine running of 


coods inupon us without paying thedu- 
tiesyunlefs we take the liberty of fearch- 
ing juch fhips, upon our own Coaiis, as 
give juit caufe to fufpect their being con- 
cerned in, or defigned for, fome fuch 
unlawful trade. ‘This, my Lords, has 
been found by experience to be true ; 
and therefore by anact of the 10th and 
11th of thelate K. William, it was pro- 
vided, That our admiralty fhould ap- 
point two fifth rate, and two fixth rate 
thips, and eight armed floops, to cruize 
on the coaits of England and Ireland, to 
feize all fhips and veffels exporting 
wool to forcign parts. Now, my Lords, 
if any of the nien of war, or armed 
floops thus employed, fhould fee a 
French thip hovering, or lying at an- 
chor, within a few leagues cf our fhoar, 
and boats pafling and repaffing between 
her and the land; are we tofuppofe that 


hae 
4 


they are only to vifit fuch fhin, accord- 
ing to the rules prefcribed by treaty, 
and to give entire credit toher paffports, 
or fea-letters? Ifthey did, they would 
always find her bound from fome port 
of France to fome port in Norway or 
the Baltick, or from'fome port in Nor- 
way or the Baltick to fome port of 
France ; yet, neverthelefs, fhe might 
be half-loaded with our wool, and wait- 


ng at that place for the reft of her car- 
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go: therefore, in fach cafes It is alyio. 
lutely neceflary to make fome 


without any nation’s having com hin : 
ed of our making, by fuch a practice, 
any incroachment upon the freedom of 
their navigation or commerce. | 
The cafe, my Lords, is the fame with : 
regard to{muggling. It was found by # 


well as vifiting, fuch foreign fhips 
proach our coafts, and give caulet: 
fufpecting their being concerned in, or 
defigned for carrying on any contrabnd 
trade. For this reafon, we ought to be 
cautious of denying this liberty or p7. 
vilege to any nation: For if we do, 
ry nation in Europe will fay to us, 
avhat meafure ye mete, it frall be meas 
to you again: as you will notallows 
to fearch your fhips upon our coails, we 
will not allow you to fearch our ‘ 
upon your coafts. And if by this mes 
we fhould be debarred fearching any / 
reign fhip upon our own coats, woud 
be impoffible for us to prevent imu 
ling, or the exportation of our woo 
Not only the Dutch and French, but «! 
nations that had any ufe for it, woud 
foon fall upon ways and means to “el 
away from us as much of our woo: 
they could have occafion for, tothe grt 
prejudice, if not the utter ruin, of ou 
woollen manufacture. 

This, my Lords, would be a moc! 
greater lofs to us, than the exporting” 
gold or filver from Spain, or 
Spanifh fettlements in America, 
to that nation. For, in their preiert©™ 
cumftances, it is ridiculous 1 tocm © 
prohibit the exportation of th t 
modity. If theycouldmaketueir 
bition effeétual, if they could 
ly prevent the exportation of go's 0" 
ver from any part of their domino” 
they would in their prefent circum 
ces foon come to be like Micas 1" 
fable: many of them would have °° 
thing to eat, drink, orclothe themie'vs 


} 
| 
experience, that all the precautions \ 
could take at land, could not prevers 
that pernicious trade; and therefore 
have, by feveral acts of parliament, en. 
forced and regulated the right: 
| by the law of nations, of {ear 
| } 
| : 
| | 


«ich, but gold or filver ; and then they 
would be glad to give every nation a 
-ence to export both the one and the 
‘her, in order to have thofe neceffaries 


a and conveniencies of life they ftand in 
tice, ed of, and cannot have in their own 
an Ct ‘minions. ‘This we know to be often 

» cate of fome of their fettlements in 
Mee America; and when it is, their gover- 
Dy 


always fend licences to fome of our 
ntations, not only to come and trade 
_the Spanith fettlements, but to ex- 
*t gold and filver, and whatever elfe 
pleate to take, in return for the pro- 

s or neceflaries they carry thither. 
but with regard toour wool,my Lords, 
isvery different. Itis a comme- 
}::; much more valuable than gold or fil- 
cr; becaufe itisa commodity abfolutely 
or at leaft extremely conveni- 
‘or all nations that live at any di- 
‘rom the torrid zone: and as it muft 
.cnufaétured before it can be fit for 
. great many induftrious and faith- 
ojects are always employed in that 


Now, as we do not prohi- 


exportation of it when manufa- 
tc, but, on the contrary, encourage 
much as we can, the exportation 
it, when fully manufaétured, will, I 
les, be always fufficient for furnifh- 
with every thing we fland in need 
or luxury, as weil as neceffity and 
cniency, from any country in the 
3 therefore we can never be un- 
ny neceflity to export it unmanu- 

and as none of our neighbours 
ccrry on woollen manufactures, e- 
thofe of the middling fort, with- 
L' \cving fome of our wool to mix up 

“1 their own; as the manufaturin 


neighbours, as well as ourfelves, 
— mploy a great many more hands, 
mee bring a greater advantage to the na- 


.than if we were to manufacture for , 


ves alone ; we ought totakeall pof- 
a ‘nethods for preventing the expor- 
not this commedity, tillithas been 


Manufactured by our own people. 


‘1 his, my Lords, fhews the wifdom of 


regulations we have made both by 
mage mer: and fea, for preventing the expor- 
of our wool ; andat the fame time 

wee muit thew how unwife it would be in 
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us, to introduce among the nations of 
Europe, any political maxim, which, if 
we were obliged to obferve it ourfelves, 
might render it extremely difficult, if 
not altogether impoffible, for us to pre- 
vent our wool’s being ftoln away from 
us: and that this would be the confe- 

uence, if we were to abilain from 
any foreign fhip upon our own 
coafts, experience itfelf mult convince 
us. But this, my Lords, is not the on- 
ly inconvenience we fhould be liable to 
at prefent, if we fhould be obliged togive 
up, or pafs from this right of fearching 
fhips upen our own coafts; for while 
our alan high duties continue upon all 
foreign goods imported, it would be im- 
poflible for us to prevent {muggling, 
without the exercife of this right: and 
if we take fuch a liberty with the fhips 
of neighbouring nations upon our coatts, 
we muft allow them to take fome fuch 
liberty with our fhips upon their coatts ; 
otherwife we may run the rifk of uniting 
all the powers of Europe in an aflocia- 
tion againft us. 

For this reafon, my Lords, the que- 
ftion, Whether we ought to allow the 
Spaniards a right or privilege to fearch, 
upon juft grounds of fufpicion, any cf 
our fhips that fhall approach their coatfts 
without neceflity ? feems to bea quetlion 
that may adinit of fome fort of difiicul- 
ty. They may infiit upon it, asa right 
derived to them from the Jaw of nati- 
ons, and confirmed by our own practice 
in fimilar cafes ; and it is a privilege 
which we may allow them, without ac- 
knowledging that they have any thing 
like an imperium maris with regard to 
the feas of America. As for this sm:pe- 
rium maris, or dominion of the feas, 
there may be fome fuch thing, for what 
I know ; I believe we have a juft pre- 
tence to fuch a dominion with regard to 
the Britith feas: but I muft obferve, that 
a very great author has faid, that it 1s 
rather to be imagined than explained. 
It isa fubjeét that has employed the 
pens of many learned and ingenious men 5 
but they differ fo much from one ano 
ther, and fometimes from themfelves, 
that there is no poflibility of forming a 


certain and diftinét notion ot it from qggy 
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what they have wrote upon the fubject. 
‘They have divided and fubdivided it a 
great many different ways; which it 
would be needlefs, as well as tedious, to 
give an account of: but the moft mate- 
rial divifion I have taken notice of, is 
that by which it has been divided into 
imperium proximum and imperium remo- 
tum; the former being that imperium 
which a nation may acquire, and every 
nation pretends to, upon what they call 
their own coafts; and the latter, that 
which a nation may acquire upon what 
we call the open feas, either by treaty, 
or by the tacit conceffion and long fuf- 
ferance of its neighbours. 

But here again, my Lords, a new dif- 
ficulty occurs: for, what may be called 
the coaits, or what may be called the 
open feas, is a queftion that is not de- 
termined by the authors that have wrote 
upon the fubjeét ; nor has it lately been 
cetermined by treaty, fo far as I know, 
between any two nations in Europe, 
‘The greateit authority I can think of, 
that can any way be made ufe of for de- 
termining this point, is that famous de- 
cree or reiolution of the fenate of Rome, 
by which they gave to the great Pom- 
pey the command or government of the 
fea, for fuppreffing thofe pirates that then 
infefted the Mediterranean ; for, as by 
that decree, they extended his com- 
mand or imperium as far as 400 fadia, 
which is about thirteen or fourteen 
leagues, over the whole continent or 
land adjoining to the fea, it may be fup- 
poted, they reckoned that the Some 4 
which always includes land as well as 
fea, extended fourteen leagues up the 
country, and confequently fourteen 
leagues out at fea. 
tion will, I believe, admit that what 
we now call fea-coaft, can be either 
way fo far extended. 
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But no modern na-. 


trade, I fhall now, my Lords, endexy 
to fhew what may be faid on our fide 
With regard to any liberty or privilece 
we may take with the fhips of fore's.. 
ers failing upon the Britith feas, we ms 
juftly fay, my Lords, that no argumer: 
can from hence be drawn in fryous of 
any right the Spaniards may pretend to 
inthe feas of America; becaute we hays 
an imperium or dominion over the Br- 
tifh feas, eftablifhed to us by cuftom im. 
memorial, and acknowledged by alinos 
all the nations of Europe : wheres: the 
Spaniards can pretend to no fuch i»; 
rium over the American feas ; nor ough: 


any future time. Then with regard ‘9 
what may be called the fea-coait of any 
country, we may fay, that, by the law of 
nations, nothing ought to be called ie, 
coait that is within the common coure 
of failing from one country to another; 
and that therefore nothing but cree! or 
{mall bays ought to be reckoned with 
the fea-coafts of any country, or {uc 
places in the fea whichare fo land-locs's 
that no fhip would chufe to get with 
them, unlefs fhe be drove thither by 
ftrefs of weather, or has fome other ¢e- 
fign than that of failing along the cox! 
of that country. This, I fay, my Low, 
we may infift on as the general rue for 
determining what may be called te 
fea-coafts of any country : andthisoug' 
to be the rule in the American ica, & 
fpecially within the tropicks, 
than any other; becaufe the win 


currents in that part of the world, 
only make fhips chufe, but even ‘0 
them to fail along, almoft clote in 
the fhoar of fome of the iflands or co 
tinent of America; as hasbeen extieme 
ly well explained by a Noble Lord, wi0 


sc arg 
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{poke fome time fince upon the ot 
fide of the queftion. — 

To this, my Lords, we may ace,“ 
tho’ an imperium or dominion 
acquired over fome feas, or fome pir 
ticular parts of the ocean; yet S\*" 
minion, like property in lands, m2 * 
acquired by fome overt acts, which 
clare the intention of the poéleito'. * 


Having thus fhewn what the Spa- 
niards may fay in favour of the right or 
privilege they pretend to have, of fearch- 
ing, as well as vifiting our fhips, upon 
what they call their coaits in America, 
when fuch fhips, by their approachin 
too near, or by other tokens, give at 
to fufpect, that they are concerned, or 
Cefigned to be concerned in fame illicit 
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we to allow them to exercife any liberi, 
or that may be a foundation 
for their claiming fuch an smperinn in 
u 
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- celion or refignation of the reft of 


mankind: and as no fuch overt aéts 


fice, 
vilege pave ever been done by the Spaniards, 
reign. nd peaceably fubmitted to for any 
by other nations, in the feas of A- 
iment mevica; therefore thofe feas ought to be 
of goo’ on as a large common, lying be- 
end to ven the Spanifh dominions and ours, 
ehave o part of which they can appropriate, 
e Bri yo: Tame any jurifdiction over it, with- 
m im- ys; our confent: and I am ture we may 
almot - fay, that the late behaviour of 
as the pne of their guarda coftas, and the de- 
ve have met with in obtaining ju- 
ough ie trom their court, have given us a 
iberty er. good reafon, never to allow them 
dation the leaft degree of jurifdiction 
‘um in gy part of the American feas, where 
rard ur may be obliged, or have oc- 
Of an Bion to fail. 
law of from what T have mentioned, my 
od fp ‘s, of the arguments that may be 
courte pace ule of upon both fides of the que- 
other; 0, | believe it will appear, that the 
cupute between Spain and us, 
within le» that which is of the greateit con- 
r fur iucnce, is not about our right to a free 
Jock’) eve on and commerce in the Ame- 
with’ c:n ieas, but about their right to fearch 
her | hips upon what may be called their own 
her ¢ but’. ‘The right to be regulated by 
cont Vicnipotentiaries, refpectively ap- 
Lord sted by this preliminary, is not our 
ule f Bet to a free navigation and com- 
ed tl berce in thofe feas, but their right to 
\\hat every nation does, ] mean to 
eas, ¢ Bic, and even to fearch, upon juit caufe 
rather ‘uipicion, fuch fhips as come within 
ds ard hat may be called their fea-coatts ; 
d, not it is their late behaviour, not ours, 
force Ms makes the regulating of this right 
iwit "They have lately extended 
cor bat they call their fea-coatts fo far out 
trem tae ocean; and they have fearched 
J, who many of our fhips without caufe of 
other ipicion, and confifeated fo many of 
ec without any pretence of juttice, 
thot become neceffary to lay them 
ay be tome reitraints and regulations : 
pal kc thefe reftraints and regulations are 
xt be iettled and agreed on by the Ple- 
refpectively appointed. 
ch ce they have fea-coafts in America, 
nO Man will deny; and that they 
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have fome fort of power or jurifdiction 
over thofe fea-coaits, is what, 1 think, 
can be as little denied. Nay, we feem 
to have acknowledged it by treaty : for 
as our S. S. company got, by the Afii- 
ento treaty or contract, the fole privi- 
lege of introducing negroes into the Spa- 

nifh fettlements in America, it was b 
the 18th article of that treaty se 
That when the Affientifts fhould have 
notice that any fhip with negroes (not 
belonging to them) was come upon the 
coaf?, or entered into any port, they 
might fit out, arm, and fend out imme- 
diately fuch veffels as they fhould have 

of their own, or any others, belongin 
to his Catholick Majetty or his fubjects, 
with whom they fhould agree, to take, 
feize, and confifcate fuch fhips and their 
negroes, of whatever nation or perfon 
they might be, to whom the fame fhould 
belong ; to which end the faid Affien- 
tifts, and their factors, fhould have liber- 
ty to take cognizance of, and fearch all 
frips and veffels that fbould come upon the 
coafts of India, or into its ports, in which 
they fhould have reafon to believe, or 
fufpect, that there were contraband ne- 
roes: Provided always, that for the 
making of fuch fearches, vilits, and o- 
ther proceedings, before mentioned, 
they fhould firit have leave from the 
Governors, to whom they fhould com- 
municate what occurred, and delire 

them to interpofe their authority. 

‘Thefe, my Lords, are the words of 
the treaty; and if the court of Spain 
could delegate a power to our S. S. com- 
ny to fearch fuch fhips as came upon 
the coaits of India, in which they fhould 
fufpeét there were contraband negroes, 
as by our accepting of this article we 
have acknowledged they could, furely 
we muft allow, that they have a power 
to fearch fuch fhips as come upon the 
coafts of India, in which they may fu- 
fpect there are any other fort of contra- 
band goods; by which I mean, and by 
which they can only, with any juttice 
or propriety, mean, fuch goods as are 
defigned to be imported into, or have 
been exported from, their fettlements in 
India, contrary to the exclufive privi- 

lege enjoy’d by the fubjects of ae 
and 
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and confirmed to them by the treaties to have ftipulated no fearch any wher 
fubiifting between them and us. This bat in their ports or harbours, “ag, 

power, my Lords, I fay, we muftallow happen’d to be forced in ther. 
them ; but we muft not allow them to fea-diftrefs. But this, my Lords, 
make a bad ufe of it, or to extend what not our cafe when this treaty was re 
they call their coaits, fo far as may give gotiated: we were treating upon cqusl 
their guarda coftas a pretence to inter- terms; we were negotiating to preve 
rupt our lawful trade or commerce in a dangerous war, and not to put anend 
thofe feas: and as they have done fo to a fuccefsful one: and in thee (Jee. 
for fome time paft, it is become necef- cumftances it was impoflible for us +4 But 
fary for us to lay this power under fuch adjuft and finally fettle a difpute ¢ ont 
regulations, as may prevent fuch pra- fuch a nature in fo fhort atime. |; Ns, 0 
étices in time tocome. This, I hope, be finally adjufted and fettled jp ; a 


~ 


| will be done by the definitive treaty eight months preferibed by this px 
| that is to be concluded: but, asthecon- munary, I fhall think it fomething very | 
' triving and fettling thefe regulations - extraordinary; and if, at lait, a) ae 
t required a moit mature and ferious de- difputes now fubfifting between Sig ‘ 
liberation, it could not be done fo as to and us are adjuited to our fatisfic.. 
; mke them a part of this preliminary I fhall then think, that we may j.:'y | 
treaty; and therefore it was neceflary apply to one perfon in this kingdon, iy 
to refer this matter to the Plenipoten- what was faid of the great Fabius :t : 
tiaries. Rome, Cunfanda reftituit rem. 
What liberty we may allow to the I know, my Lords, it would bx: k 
Spaniards, with regard to fearching our been more glorious, and wou!d have 
Ships at fea, or upon what they call their look’d more like great courage anc = 
own coaits; or whether or no we ought gnanimity, to have attack’d the op | 
| to allow them any fuch liberty; or, if niards dire&ly, without fo much. 
: we do allow it, what reftraints and re- ing, whether they were willing to ¢\ 
| gulations it ought to be fubjetted to, us iatisfaétion. If we had done to, vx 
are queitions, my Lords, that cannot, I Spaniards could not with juitice 
think, come before us upon this occa- complained of us, nor could the, 
fion. All defign by what I have faid faid, we treated them otherwie 
upon this head, is to fhew, that the dil- they deferved; but I cannot tons 
| : pute between the Spaniards and us, a- would have been prudent, nor ¢ . 
’ bout fearch or no fearch, is of fuch a think it would have been acing 3 
" nature, that it could not be immediate- men that had a due regard to tv | | 
ly determined. If we had been at war fperity and happinefs of their o 
with Spain, and had reduced them to Wars and viétories, my Lords, 1 
fuch dittreis,that they muft have agreed fine figure in hiftory, or even 
to any thing we thought fit to propofe, paper. We ftill read with pleatorc 
| the difpete might have been eafily end- romantick accounts of our wats «r+ ° 
ed; becaule, as it would be our intereft tles in France, when our hing: 
to have a fice trade to the Spanith fet- wafting their fubftance, and {pilirs 
tlements in America, as we fhall al- blood of their fubjects, in que't o! | 
| ways reap the more advantage,the more which would have ruined their ‘ 


tradcourtubjectshavewiththem;there- try, if they had met with tic wi 
fore, if we cannot obtain a free trade, for fuccefs: we likewife read wit fs 


Da it is our interet not to admit of any fure, an account of our late cam) ge 
thing that may prevent or obftruét in Flanders, Germany, and pain. 
3 ; Sine ificit trade: and for this reafon, if we we were running ourfelves evel: 


had prevaii’d f far as to have the draw- lions in debt yearly, for the take°: ‘ 
ing up of the articles of peace, if the quering kingdoms and provinc’’ © 
Spaniards had been forced to prefent us thofe, who have not fince fhewee 
with a carve blanche, weought certainly felves very grateful for the favo." a 


{ 
‘ 
| 
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, fo tages beftow’d ; and if cannot fuffer much in the mean time: 
{now run ourfelves headlong in- the circumftances of affairs in Europe 
ar with Spain, we fhould proba- cannot become more unfavourable than 
they had been affifted by none they noware; norcan it be fuppos’d that 
ir neighbours, have had the fame _ we fhall be weaker, or Spain itronger, 
owe have formerly met with in eight months hence, than at prefent. 
‘wars againft that nation. ‘The ta- For thefe reafons, my Lords, I think we 
of ome of their galleons or flota, cannot well refufe to give our approba- 
Jering of fome of their towns tion of this preliminary, in thoie gene- 

e fea coat i in Europe, or the ta- ral terms the Noble Lord has propoted ; 
rp placa fome of their fettle- and therefore I fhall be for agreeing to 
_A\merica,would have furnifh’d the motion he has been pleas’d to make. 


Thus ended the firft day’s debate ; 
ertalnment © P age, but, before proceeding to the fecond, it 


hifteries with fit matter for the 
nt of future generations: but, y an 


lancing accounts,we fhould have The Lorps ProresrT. 
| believe, that the profit would Die Jovis, 1° Martii, 1738. 


wer the charge; and that we HE order of the day being read, 
c better to have accepted at firit for taking into further confidera- 
onable fatisfaction in a peace the convention lately concluded betaveen 
nner. . In the mean time, our (3. Britain and Spain, and the separate 
iid have bten interrupted, belon thereunto, 
~preffed with taxes, many Of moved, That an humble ad- 
ints ruined by captures, and dre fs be prefer: ted to his Maje/? y, return 
tradefmen drawn away him the thanks of this houfe, for having 
labour and induftry: for gracioufly pleafed to lay before us the 
oblerved by a celebrated cler- &c. betaveen his lajefty and 
who was appointed to preachat King of Spaiz, &c. [See p. 93.] 
upon the peace of Utrecht, And after long debate thereupon, the 
(e times which are the beft to queftion being put upon the faid mation, it 
wre far from being the beit to refelved in the affirmative 


therefore, I think, my Lords, Content 71 ; ; Not content 58 bo 


A 
‘ 

fu 


courfe, to try firft what could 24 Proxies 

by negotiation: and as there Bedford. 

ng in this preliminary that is ei- . Becaufe we conecive, that this re- ag 
alous, or inconfiftent with any n, under the plaufible pretence of a | 


nights or privileges of this na- re/pefiful addrefs to the throwe, carries 
e have got all that could be auth it an approbation the convention 
in fo fhorta time; and as the concluded at the Pai % be 14th of Fa- 
pulated for concluding a defini- xuary loft ; «which, as we ap; prebend, may 
treaty 1s but very fhort, muft be a mof fatal com me ent, if it 
it was right to accept, in the induce his Mojeftyto believe, that thiscon- 
time, of this preliminary. If the «ention is agrecable to the jinfe and ex- 
rt of Spain fhould refufe, or unrea- pefation of “the nation. 
delay giving us entire fatisfa- 2. Becanfe this refolution b ath vather 
oy a definitive treaty, within the cweaken’d than enfore the ada refs of the 
mec \imited by this preliminary, we Jaf year, having omitted th at pa vt of the 
»towar. We then be able Said addre/:, declares, that no coods 
xcule or juftify ourfelvesin our own being carried from one part of bis Majes 
ds, ter the event of that war bewhat y's dominions to another, are tobe deerued 
il; becaufe of two evils, the leaft coxtraband or rebibited and that 
te stainly to be chofen. Our trade the frarching of under pretence gel 
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their carrying contraband or prohibited 
goods, is a violation and infraction of the 
treaties /ubfifling beteween the crowns. 

3. We think the faid refolution doth 
not fuficiently affert our right, by faying 
only, that we fhall not be liable to be 
flopped, fearched, or vifited upon the open 
feas. The merchants having proved at 
the bar of this houfe, that currents and 
avinds unavoidably drive fhips out of their 
courfe, and that obfervations of land- 
marks upon the Spanifh coaft are abf- 
lutely neceffary for their fleering a fafe 
courfe thro thofe feas, we apprehend, that 
their being obliged to keep a dire courfe, 
aithout coming near the Spanifh coaft, .as 
Lately infijled upon by the Spaniards, would 
render them fole judges of our navigation ; 
and their being permitted to vifit or fearch 
oni foips within any limits whatfoever, 
avould render our whole American trade 
precarious and impra&icable. 

4. Becaufe we fee no reafon to believe 
that the future negotiation of the Plenipo- 
tentiaries will, in the next eight months, 
obtain the admiffion of thofe rights infifted 
zpon in our former addrefs, which the in- 
jlances and reprefentations made to the 
court of Spain laft year, fupported by the 
re/olution of parliament, and a powerful 
freet, have not been able as yet to procure. 

5. Becaufewe apprehend the Spaniards 
do not think themselves bound, by this con- 
wention, to abflain from their unjuft me- 
thods of proceeding ; fince it was proved at 
the bar ofihis houfe, that Capt. Vaughan, a 
commander of a Britife fbip, having been 
unjujily taken by a Spanifb man of war, 
his poip confifcated, and he imprifoned at 
Cadiz, was, at the time of fizgning the 
convention, detained in prijon there, and 
not releafid in feveral weeks after, not- 
avithfanding the representation of the Bri- 
tifh Plenipotentiary at the court of Spain. 

6. Becauje we conceive that the re- 
peration pretended to be made to our mer- 
chants by this convention, for the grievous 
bffis they have fujained during a courfe 
of many years, is injufficient. The dark 

accounts of this tranja&ion, laid before 
us, have not been fully explained, nor any 
fatisfaSory reasons given us, why their de- 
mands, fiated in an account, figned fune 
~38, by Mr Stert, one of the Com- 


PROTEST, 
miffaries, at 343,277 1. htuld be 
h 9 43 / 7 be great 


Becaufe, as we apprehend, We 
to allow 60,000 1. to the King of Spain 
chiefly on account of the fhips taken y., 
Sicily in the year 17185 though it he} 
appeared to the houfe, from the injy:,., 
given to the Commiffaries after the treat 
of Seville, Signed by bis Majefy, nor |; 
ing before us, that the articles of thy 1. 
concluded at Madrid in 1721 which 
that claim of the Spaniards is (i), MM 
had been fully executed on the part ; 
crown of G. Britain. 

8. Becaufe the referring the limit: 
Fhrida and Carolina to the Plenisci.y: 
arics, feems to call in queftion our 
pffeffions which we have fo long 
ruptedl enjoyed, feven eighth parts or ar bs 
of which, the nation, at a confideral:e 
pence, hath, not long fince, purchaj 
proprietors under the two original © a ‘ 
of K. Charles. a certain diftrict 
of, called Georgia, in honour to his tre: 

ony, and granted to trufiees for laudali 

purpofes; for the eftablifhment and in 
provement of which, confiderable 
have been granted by the publich: 4 
moreover, it being jlipulated by the prev 
convention, that no fortification 
be increafed during the term of 
ave apprehend that the regiment 
fed for the defence of that coliny, arse 
the engineers and frores, which, at ace 
fiderable increafe of the publict expe 
have been fent thither, will rot ns! 
main ufelefs, but if a peace froin! 
procured within that period, will, at! 
end of it, be expofed, together wilt 
lony, to the viclence and inruptin 
Spaniards. 

g. Becaufe we apprehend, Bri | 
minifiers acceptance of the ene 
figned by Monf. de la Quadra, J wee 

10. 1738-9, faid to be agres 
ciprocal accord, hath allowed bist 
Majefty to referve to himfeif, 
force, the right of being abl: 
A ffiento of negroes, in cafe 0. 
pany not fubject herfelf 
a fort time, the fum of 68,0008)" 
ed to be owing on the duty of 


profits of the pbip Caro jine, } gi 
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wre never otherwife acknowledged to be 
as part ofa plan of accommoda- 
cvherein a much larger fam was ad- 
tobe due tothe faid company ; where- 
, -e apprebend, the King of Spain may 
sé that great company is put out of the 
‘ion of bis Majefty as to this point, 
to bis own mercy and equity: 
is, if the convention, as it now 
_ had been fizned without the ac- 
-¢ of the faid declaration, the King 
» would have had no pretence, as 
veive, to fulpend the Affiento: and 
we apprehend, that the faid de- 
wtll be look’d upon as a defea- 
the faid treaty, as far as it re- 
S.S. company; which appears 
di/onourable collufion, hurtful to 
‘ick credit. [See p. 80.] 
Because we do not find any fatisfa- 
1 been obtained by this convention, 
‘requent cruelties and barbarities 
‘on the Britifh failors, nor for the 
sifults offered to the Britifh fiag ; 
vc are apprehenfive may be thought 
“/tbility of the fufferings of a body 
izhly ufeful to the trade, and ne- 
the defence of the fe kingdoms, and 
neglect of the honour of the nation. 
m ‘Thanet Clinton 
ungdon Bruce Foley 
Gainfborough Haverfham 


erfeld Beaufort Shaftfbury 
Cobham Lichfield 
esheld Abingdon Gower 
Mafham Suffolk 
Strafford Maynard 


[ton Weftmoreland Coventry 


-l-ncoln Ker Boyle 
tol Aylesford Carteret 

Greenwich ‘Talbot 
Oxford Bathurit 


» I have been pretty full in the ac- 
count of the firit day’s debate, I 
only give the moft remarkable 
yet that were made the fecond day, 


"fe. our Club affumed a different cha- 
th ter. "Phe debate was begun by Pam- 
in a fpeech to the effect 
tollows. 

Mr Prefident, 

7 Hen any treaty of peace or alli- 


ance is, by the King’s order, laid 
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before parliament, it is a cuftom fo long 
eftablifhed, and a cuftom that has been 
fo conttantly obferved, to prefent an ad- 
drefs of thanks upon every fuch occa- 
fion, that I fhould have thought it quite 
unneceffary to fay any thing in favour 
of the motion I am to make, if more 
than ordinary pains had not been taken 
to render people diffatisfied with the trea- 
ty now under our confideration. It is 
this that has occafioned the prefenting 
of fo many petitions againft it; and it 
is this that makes me think it neceffary, 
to endeavour to remove thofe prejudices 
that have been {fo artfully and fo indu- 
{trioufly raifed among all degrees of men, 
before I make that motion with which 
I intend to conclude. 

I thall begin, Sir, with this general 
obfervation, Chat when differences arife 
between two nations, an immediate de- 
claration of war feldom is, and never 
ought to be the firft refolution of either. 
If thofe differences proceed from any 
difpute about a matter of right, juftice 
and humanity require, that endeavours 
fhould be ufed to have thofe difputes de- 
termined ina peaceable way, by the true - 
and infallible rules of rea:on, before re- 
courfe be had to the deceitful and uncer- 
tain fortune of war ; and if they relate 
to injuries done, or violences commit- 
ted, the fame juitice and humanity re- 
quire that fatisfadtion fhould be afked, 
in an amicable manner, by the party of- 
fended, and peremptorily denied, or un- 
reafonably Tegel by the party offend- 
ing, before hoitilities are refolved on. 
Even the greateft affront that can be put 
upon, or the greateft injury that can be 
done toone nation, by the fubjeéts of an- 
other, ought to be complained of before 
it is revenged ; becaufe the honour of 
no nation can be injured but by fome 
publick or national act in another : 
therefore, when any injury is done, or 
affront given, by the fubjects of one 
ftate to thofe of another, the ftate whofe 
fabjeéts have been injured, ought to ap- 
ply to the other for fatisfaction; and 
ought not to look upon its honour as a- 
ny way affected, till the ftate, whofe 
fubjeéts committed the violence, has 
made the act of its fubjects its own, by) 
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refufing to punifh the tranfgreffors, or 
to make reparation for the damage fu- 
itained. 

This, Sir, is what juftice and huma- 
nity require; and what is juft and hu- 
mane, mult be honourable. ‘Therefore 
when, upon application, there appears 
a probability that all differences may be 
fettled and adjuited by amicable means, 
while that probability latts, it would be 
unjuit, it would be barbarous, and con- 
feguently dithonouvable, to have re- 
courle to arms. Ambition or intereft 
may prompt fome nations to make con- 
queits, and fuch nations may, and do 
often break through this eftablifhed rule 
of juitice and true honour, by laying 
hold of the moft frivolous pretence for 
engaging in war, without any previous 
application for an accommodation. But 
as it 1s not the intcreft of this nation to 
make conqueits, and as, | hope, our am- 
bition will never provoke us to a&t con- 
trary to our intereit, we can therefore 
have no motive for tranfgrefling this 
rule, with regard to the differences that 
may arife between us and any nation in 


Furope. 

Upon this inaxim, Sir, and in this 
light, if we confider the treaty now be- 
fore us, I believe it will appear to be 
not only a juft and honourable meafure, 
but the only juit and honourable mea- 
fure we could take, with regard to the 


differences now fubfiftine between us 
and Spain ; fome of w hich are fuch as 
proceed from difputes that have lately 
ariten about matters of right, and the 
rcit are fuch as proceed from the violen- 
ces and depredations that have been com- 
mitted by fome of the fubjeéts of that 
kingdom againit the fubjeéts of this. As 
the matters of right which are in dif- 
pute, are of great confequence to us, as 
Spain had litide or no reaion to raife a- 
ny difpute about them, and as their de- 
predations have been creatand frequent ; 
if it had been our intereft to endeavour 
minions, or if his Majeity had been in- 
ition, and a purfuit af- 
tera glaring but fl renown, he might, 
and probably would have laid hold of 
thefe differences, as a juit pretence for 


to conquer any part of the Spanith do- 
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declaring war againft Spain, 
leaft attempt to havethem reconciled | 
amicable means: but as it is not the ab 
intereit of thisnation tomake congueils, far 
his Majetty confidered the peace anc |)... hin 
pinefs of his people as the mott 
foundations of his glory ; therefore he | feti 
oftenapplied, before lait fummer, to the \ 
court of Spain, for having the differen. 
ces fubfifling between the two natioy 
accommodated in a friendly mannc:; 
which that court always found fome e:. 
cufe or another for delaying: bu: «; 
laft his Majeity, upon the applicatic 
from both houtes of parliament lati ‘¢: 
fion, made'a peremptory demand, 
infiited upon a {peedy and 
anfwer; and till that anfwer fhould 
rive, his Majetty refolved, according to 


thé maxim I have mentioned, and 
cording to the advice of his parliamer, ( 
to fufpend the effects of his indignation, 
When the court of Spain faw that the 


affair could be no longer put of win ae 
fafety, they appeared willing to enter i 
immediately into a ferious difquiicon 
of the rights that were in difpute ; ad 
as thofe rights were of fuch a nature 
that they could not be in a thort : 
fully examined into and finally 
inined, to fhew they were in ¢ 
they propofed to have the accour 
tween the two nations, for repaints 
of damages fuftained on each sive, 
mediately fettled, and to pay, in a ion 
time, whatever fhould appear to be cue 

upon the balance. From hence is: 

jelly juitly conceived, that there wa 
probability of having all our citer 

ces accommodated ;_ and there‘cre 
could not in juftice or honour comm. 
hoftilities, or refufe to accept of 
liminary convention, by which we 
to obtain fatisfaction for all pai 


ries, and by which we were 
athoa ny 
into the moft probable metho, | 

ion. 
the only method that could be pv; 


fed, for obtaining, in a fhort tine, 
fecurity againft all future. 
To this I muft add, Sir, that bis - 
jefly’s agreeing to this prelimi:1) “"" 
vention, and refolving to fuipenc 
lities, till he fhould tee what ere 
preliminary might produce,was 
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‘ufiett andthe moft honourable mea-_ to fettle and balance the account ; for 
ic he could purfue, but it wasagree- I am fure no reafonable man could ex- 
; -ble to, and in fome meafure a necef- pect, that we fhould receive full repa- 
' i.ry comequence of, the advice given ration for all the damage done to us by 
a latt feflion by both houfes of par- Spain, and allow nothing for the damage 
ig lament. By the addreffes prefented laft that had been done by us to that na- 
he upon occafion of our differences tion. Upon ex: mining therefore in- 
he yith Spain, his Majeity was advifed to to, and ftating our matual demand Sy it 
N- vec his royal endeavours with his Ca- appeared that our demands upon § Spain, 
Majefty, to obtain effectual re- according to a calculation made by our 
‘or bis injared fubje&ts; andaffured, ownCommiff iries,amountedto2 00,000 
' thet in cate his royal and friendly in- 1. and that the demands of Spain upon 
cs, for procuring jultice, and for us, amounted to 60,000 1. fo that there 

future fecurity of that navigation was a balance due to us of 140,000]. 

‘commerce, which his people had which fum his Catholick Majetty pro- 

loubted right to, by treaties and pofed to pay to us, by giving aflignments 

the law v of nations, fhould not be able upon his revenues in America, being 

ocure, from the equity and friend- the only means he had for pay! ing fo 


-* 


*t0 e King of Spain, fuch fatisfa- large a fam: but as we knew the tedi- 
ion as his Majeity might reafonably ouinefs and precarioutnefs of that fund, 
ect from a good and faithful ally, it was propoicd to make an allowance 


liament would effectually fup- for prompt payment, if his Catholick 
« Msjelty in taking fuch mea- Majefty would engage to pay the mo- 
honour and juftice fhould make ney ina fhort time iiecre at J ondon ; and 
ary for him to purfue. the allowance agreed on was 45,000 1. 
ords, the advice of parliament which reduced the fum due to us to 
y r hee to have been, that his gs,0001]. and this fum his Catholick 
thould firft try what could be Majeily has e xprefly promifed, by this 
y peaceable means; and that in convention, to pry here at London, in 
ve could, by fuch means, procure four months after the ¢ xchat nge of the 
usfaction, that is to fay, re- ratifications. From hence it appears, 
n for pait i injuries, and fuch fecu- Sir, that we have not only got all the 
or our navigation and commerce in reparation any reafonable man could 
come, as he could reafonablyex- expect, but all the reparation we could 
: m a good and faithful ally, he with any pretence ot juitice miift on: 
avoid engaging the nation ina For tho’ there were perhaps tome cther 
th Spain. ‘Now, Sir, if by this fmallarticles, which we might have ad- 
tion his Majefty has got fuch re- ded to the fum of our demands; yet it 
on, and fuch fecurity, as hecould mutt be allowed, they were fuch trifles, 
oly expect, it muft be allowed, fuchnuties,as not to be worth minding 
refafing to accept of it would ina traniaéction between two pox erful 
een adting direéily againftthe ad- nations: and if we hadinfisted on them, 
ven him by parliament. Andthat it would have beeneafy fo: un tohave 
nave got as much reparation, andas balanced them with articles of the fame 
1 fecurity, as any recfott ible man kind, which were not at firft brought in 
‘expect by a preliminary conven- to her account. 
a Qh: ull now endeavour to fhew. Now, Sir, as to our future fecurity, 
With regard to reparation, Sir, for every man that underfta: sds what it 
pit Injuries, it is not only finally ad- means, muft know, that it cepends en- 
— a certainfum promifed to be tirely upon thofe matters of right that 
vithin a very fhort time after the are now in difpute between Spa Lin and 
XChan inge of the ratifications. As there us; and that therefore itcannot beclear- 
ere mutual demands, with refpe& to bn effectually pro. ‘ided for, ull thoie 
unages fuitained, it became neceflary rights are particularly examined mtog 
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and fully explained. But could any rea- 
fonable man expedt, that it was poflible 
to do this in a few weeks, or by a pre- 
liminary convention ? It is a diicuffion 
that depends not only upon feveral dif- 
putable points in the law of nature and 
nations, but likewife upon feveral facts 
and circumftances that muft be enqui- 
red into; and this enquiry can be made 
in the Weft-Indies only. For this rea- 
fon we could not fo much as defire Spain 
to do more than they have done. ‘hey 
have agreed to refer this difcuffion to 
Plenipotentiaries, and that thofe Pleni- 
potentiaries fhould be obliged finally to 
decide the affair within the fhort term 
of eight months ; which is all we could 
expect, and all we could with any juitice 
or reafon defire. Therefore, if there 
had not been one word-in this treaty, 
from whence it could be prefumed that 
Spain had pafled from, or given up any 
ot thofe rights fhe has lately fet up ; yet 
the treaty might have been faid to be 
a good preliminary, and fuch a one as 
his Majeity ought to have accepted of, 
rather than engage the nation in a war. 
Bat this 1s not the cafe : the principal 
right Spain pretends to, and the moit 
detiructive right for this nation to fub- 
mit to, is that of fearching our fhips on 
the open feas of America, and making 
prize of them, in cafe any Spanifh mo- 
ney or effects be found on board. ‘This 
right Spain has, even by this prelimi- 
nary, ineffect given up. ‘Thatof fearch- 
ing our fhips upon the open feas, they 
have allowed to be a caufeof complaint, 
which, if not put a flop to and pre- 


- vented, might occafion an open rupture 


between the two crowns. ‘They have 
allowed it to be a grievance, which 
ought to be removed. Can the exer- 
cife of a juft right be allowed to bea 
caute of complamt ? can it be allowed 
to be a grievance ? Whoever does {o, 
diiclaims the right : and therefore we 
muit conclude, that Spain has, even by 
this preliminary, in effe& difclaimed 
the right of fearching our fhips upon 
the open feas of America; which to me 
is a {trong indication, that they intend 
to difclaim it by the cefinitive treaty, in 
the moit exprefs termis we can propofe, 
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Sir, the court of Spain have not 
acknowledged the fearching our fhips on 
the open feas, and conhifcating them for 
having Spanifh money or effets on 
board, to be a grievance which onal 
to be removed; but they have in fome 
meat{ure direétly owned it to be wrone- 
They have allowed it to be an injury, 
by giving us reparation for what ou: 
merchants have fuffered by that pro. 
Ctice. ‘Therefore, the Plenipotenti:ric 
appointed by this convention, are nor 
to determine, Whether it be a grievance 
or not? This is a point which is pot re. 
ferred to their difcuffion; it is abexy 
determined. They are only to conie:, 
contrive, and adjuit the proper mito. 
for removing it. Andin this tco they 


_are circumf{cribed : for the regulatior: 


they contrive and agree on for thi. pu: 
pofe, muft be according to the treat 
now fubfiiting between the twocrown; 
and throfe regulations muft be contrived 
and fully fettled within eight mon 
after their firit meeting, which is to be 
but fix weeks after the exchange of the 
ratifications : fo that the affair muite 
finally concluded before the 
November next. ‘Therefore the chit 
queition now feems tobe, we 
ought to go to war, rather then grant 
the court of Spain a delay of cgi 
months, for giving us full fatifocco 
and abfolute fecurity ? And | cons 
think that any man who 
prefent circumftances of Europe, 0! 
prefent circumftances of this nti, 
would be for involving his country 4 
dangerous and expenfive war, 100 
than grant fucha delay. ll 
War, Sir, let the profpect of toc: 
be what it will, is both a dangerous“ 
a deftructive expedient to any 
efpecially a trading and induiitics:'- 
tion : it is the bane of trade, and te 
rent of idlenefs. It gives your c+ 
bours an opportunity to undermine jo" 


in feveral branches of your trace, «" 


drawsa great many of your own poss 
away from ufeful labour and induitt) 
not only during the war, but hres 
for thofe whq have been, for buta ve 
years, accuftomed to live in idleneis, 0 


rapine and violence, can neve! 
wares 


award 
weal 
provi 
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yards fubmit to get theirbread by the 
j.cat of their brow. Befides, it may 


or prove dangerous to your liberties ; for 
on j.pporting and carrying ona war with 
yoour, great armies muft be raifed : 
me the war is ended, you may, per- 
find it difficult to difband your 
ry, nics; the Generals will be againit it, 
sur Merc the foldiers, having loft the hopes of 
by the plunder of their enemies, 
rie , relolve to live by the plunder of 
not country. War therefore, even with 
nee he molt Hattering profpeét of fuccefs, 


he event of a war’s turning out contra- 
y tall human appearances. We have 
\ inttance of this before our eyes. 
thought, the Emperor en- 
cd in the preient war againit the 

with great odds of his fide ; but 
ourielves difappointed in our 


the pcctations; the oddsare already turn- 
tbe {.ccintthim, and little hopes left of 
eof is oming off with honour, much 
chiet nth advantage. 

rwe 


\\ hoever confiders thefe things, Sir, 
rant chink, that, if the circumftancesof 

nt in Lurope were entirely favour- 
for us, if our own circumftances 
osnappy aswe could wifh,we ought 
bi wantonly to engage in a war; but 
we confider that the circumftan- 
were never ina moreun- 
y ficuation for us than at prefent, 
“flat our own circumftances are far 
1 being in a happy fituation, who is 
wl fay, a war isnot by all meansto 
voided? ‘The powerful kingdom of 
ice ls now in greater vigour than 
er it was fince the reign of their 
poc.es the Great ; itis now governed 
wite councils, and in perfect unity 
M concord within itfelf. The King 
‘tance is bound, notonly by interett, 
by the ties of blood, to aifiit the 
mes.cf Spain; and as an addition to 

Bs obligation, there is now forming, 
What I know already concluded, a 
ty of alliance between them. If we 
war againft Spain, we mui 


4 
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therefore expect that France will take 
part with Spain againft us : and tho’ L 
have fo good an opinion of my country, 
as to think we are more thana match 
for the one, and at leaftan equal match 
for the other, yet I cannot be fo vain as 
to think, we are an equal match for 
both; and, confequently, 1 muft think, 
we have reafon to be afraid of our fink- 
ing under the burden, unlefs we canget 
fome of the other great powers of Ku- 
rope to affift us. 

Let us now look round Europe, Sir, 
and we fhall find with regret, there 1s 


not at prefent any one of the powers 


thereot, on whom we could, in fucha 
cafe, depend for an effectual affiftance. 
The houfe of Auftria is now in fo weak 
a condition, and fo much reduced by the 
misfortunes they have met with in their 
war againft the Turks, that they could 
not, it they would, afford us any affiit- 
ance : and if they could, tis a queftion 
if they would; for their councils feem 
at prefent to be too much directed by 
French influence. ‘The Dutch are at 
prefent in a poor and helplets fituation 5 
tor tho’ the {ubjects of moit of the Uni- 
ted Provinces are rich and in affluent 
circumitances, their government is ex- 
tremely low, and almoit all their pu- 
blick revenues mortgaged or anticipa- 
ted: which makes them fo backward 
to engage in war, that tho’ they have 
met with as bad treatment from Spain 
as we have done, tho’ as many Dutch 
fhips, in proportion, have been unjuftly 
feized by the Spaniards, as there have 
beenof Englith; yet they have never yet 
attempted, nor do they feem to have 
the leaft inclination to refent thefe inju- 
ries in any hoftile manner. The princes 
of Germany are now contending a- 
mongft themfelves about the fuccetiion 
to fome parts of the Palatinate ; and that 
contention may perhaps brea! out into 
an open rupture. Of the princes of I- 
taly, the two moft potent may probably 
be engaged in the alliance apainit us 5 
and the King of Portugal dares not af- 
fit us, I even doubt if he would dare to 
admit our men of war into his ports. 
Then, Sir, if we look northward, of the 
twonorthern kingdoms,the mofl power- 
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.if poffible. “The event is doubt- | Silk 
., ‘et the hopes of either party at the TD 1) RRS 
bh onine be never fo well founded. It 
the firft time we have heard of | 
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fal feems already to be united againft neither have leifure nor power todiity 
us; and the Mufcovites, if they were our enemies, or protec our ae 
melined, are at too great adiftance to abroad. 
afford us any relief. “hus, Sir,weareat have as jufta fenfe as a any mane: 
prefent without any one ally uponthe have, of the fufferingsof our me wee 
continent, that would give us afiittance; and of the indignities that ~~ be 
~— in cate of a war, the two moft po- put upon the nation, by the s 
ent kingdoms in Europe would pro- guarda coftas ; but national refo ti 

bul y be united againitus; nay, Ido Sir, ought not to be direéted by 
not know but that tie greateit part of on: we may, we ought to fhew Ape 
arope woul ld unite againit us: und per refentment ; but our refenty 
when the affuirs of Europe are infuch ought to be soverned by pruder Ces 2) 
circumitances, woulditnoc betheheight if it is, we mutt fufpend fhewine 
o: madnefs in us toengage inwar, itwe a change in the circumitances | of | 


alt 


cin by any art, or byany means, avoid rope prefents us with a favoy able oF 
or delay it ? portunity 5 which, ina I proba 
But this, Sir, is not our only misfor- fhall not be long obliged to Wa 


tune at prefent. Our domeftick circam- Therefore, if this convention | 
tiances are far from being infuchacon-_ been fo favourable as it appe ATS t 


its May encourage us to engagein his Majefty ought, th ink in they 
| war. Our Peo} ople are already taxed al- fent conjundture, to have acc 
moft as much as ay can poiibly bears it. ‘This is the opinion | mo! 

: and moit of thofe taxes mortgaged for from the view I have of there fenty 
paying the debts we contracted in the fture of affairs, and from circur 

tate war: the overplus of our publick that are publickly known: but this 

revenue is hardly fudicient for fupport- jefly may know many circum 

\ ’ ing our civil government in time of which we do not know, which he cv 

| peace. Liweso to war, we muftlay not communicate to this | 

: on new or additional taxes; this will in- therefore, in fuch cafes, we ougt to 


creafe thofe animofitics and diviftons extremely cautious of refuting our 

that now prevail too much amongit us; probation toa meafure which hi 2. es 

ia and will caufe that party to raife its fly has thought fit to approve — ao 
| | head, which has not dared to look up a caution would have been necellang s 

for near twenty vears patt. Ifwe¢o even tho’ this convention had 

to war, Our etnies will certainly en- to have been altoge ther un{at 

ceavour to bring us mto confufion at -but have fhewn, think, that eh 

home, by embracing the caule of the -got by it all that could be or 

| Pretende r; the war ittelf willbe made -ex cpected by a prelimina treaty 

the caule of the Pretender : and when whence we have good reafon to ho ma 

our people find every year new loads of that in eight months time we | - 

taxes laid upon them, many of them tain by a definitive treaty all we can ajc! 

‘ain may begin to aicribe all ‘the misfor-  fire,whichisadela ry, lam! ure,! 

tuncs they labour under, to the illuftri- ourwhiletogoto war 

| | ous family now upon ourthrone;which I muft think, Tam fully warren’: hor 


will make them ready to join; anynum- what Iamto propofe, w hichis, hat: 
ber of foreien troops that fhall invade humbleaddrels, &c. 
us, with the Pretender at their head. If propofed by C. Cicerejus. See an 
France andSpain fhould join againtt us, 
it will be impofiible for us to geard our C. Calpurnius Pifo fpate next 
coats, by means of our navy, fo clofe- Prefident, 
eR ie fy, as that it may not be in their power Stand up to fecond the motio . 


to throw a few regular troops into fome the Hon. Gentleman near 
A iri of the ifl: ind ; ind this might give be en pleafed to make; and jee 
us io much todoat home, thatwethould becaufe, I think, the neceflary 


ce of Our Not agreeing to it, would 
-» immediate war. Now, as I think 
have got by this convention as 


as we could expect by a prelimi- 
nt ary article, (tor, with re{pec to our fu- 
be e {ec urity, it can be called nothing 


nor was it poilible, in fo fhort a 
10) me. to make it any thing elfe;) and, 
caiuk, that the court of Spain’s a- 
» to this convention, eipecially 
part of it which ftipulates an im- 
te furnifhes us witha 
relumption, that they are incli- 
us juftice, and that we fhall, 
time, obtain fufficient 
_ e freedom of our trade and na- 
1 in time to come: therefore, I 
ink a war quite unneceffary ; 
no war can be juit that is not ne- 
nor can any war be honourable 
t jut. 
| confideration, Sir, convinces me, 
t we ought to approve of this con- 
btion ; and my Hon. friend has taken 
» put fome words or expreffions 
vie addrefs he has been pleafed to 
bp ic, which, in my opinion, will 
wie the only material objection I 
We ncard made to this treaty. Our 
rants feem to think, that ourrights 
iieiions in America are not fuf- 
tecured to us by the terms of 
icliminary ; and therefore they 
wcnd, that fome of them are to be 
» by our Plenipotentiaries. Thete 
cntions, I think, there can be 
sound for, from any word or ex- 
fionin this preliminary ; ; nor can a- 
m 1 entertain {uch a thought, if he 
‘the inviolable attachment his 
a as always fhewn for the rights 
rivileges of his people, and that 
| Jenipotentiaries can do nothin 
Hout his order, nor finally agree up- 
Boy thing without his approbation. 
if it were poflible to apprehend, 
‘ny of our rights or pofleslions are 
a er of being loft, or given up by 
linitive treaty, t that is to be con- 
He! in purfuance of this preliminary, 


¢ 


bur declaring, in theaddrefs propofed, 


reliance on his Majetty, that from 
Bconitant attention to the honour of 


that poffi bility mutt be taken away, 
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his crown, and the undoubted rights 
his people, efteCtual care will be: 
that the freedom of navigation in ia 
American feas may be fully fecured and 
eftablifhed for the future ; and that in 
regulating and fettling the limits of his 
Majeity’s dominions in America, the 
greatelt regard will be had to the rights 
and poiieilions belonging to his Maje- 
ity’s crown and fubjects. 

By thefe words, I fay, Sir, the very 
poflibility of apprehending any danger 
to our rights or poflefiions, mut be ef- 
fectually removed: for after fuch a full 
and explicit declaration of parliament, 
what miniiter will dare to advile his 
Majeity to give any inftructions, or to 
ratify any treaty, for giving up, or in- 
croaching in the leaft upon, any of our 
rights or pofleflicns in America? ‘There- 
fore, I think, no one good reafon cam 
be ailigned for our refufing to give fuch 
an approbation to this convention, as 
the Hon. Gent. has been pleated to pro- 
pofe ; for really, in my opinion, it locks 
more like a declaration of what we ex- 
pect by the folemn treaty that is to be 
concluded, than an approbation of the 
preliminary that has been already con- 
cluded. 


P. Sempronius Tuditanus then flood up, 
and fpoke in fubflance thus. 
Mr Prefident, 
HE great defign, and the chief 
ufe of parliaments, is, to prefent 
to our Sovereign the opinions, as well 
as grievances of the people ; and this 
houfe in particular is defign’d as a check 
upon minifters, and as a ifort of mirror, 
in which the counfels, the actions, and 
the meafures of meinifiben: are to be tru- 
ly and faithfully repreiented to their 
mafter. In abfolute monarchies the 
King can never know, by any legal 
means, whether the meafures he is ad- 
viied by his minifters to purfue, be : 
grecable or difagreeable to his peopie : 
He can never be informed of their be- 
ing dijagreeable, but by the inturre¢ti- 
ons or rebellions of the people ; which 
generally end in the deftruétion of a 
great many fubjets, and often in the 
ruiy of the Sovereign. ‘This is 2 mil- 
fortune 
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fortune that in this kingdom we fhall 
always be free from, while we have par- 
liaments, and fuch parliaments as are 
independent of the adminiftration. But 
if ever our parliaments fhould come to 
be under the direétion of the minifter, 
for the time being, they would be ufe- 
lefs, they would be pernicious ; becaufe 
they would be made ufe of only for im- 
poling upon the King with the greater 
aflurance, and for oppreffing the people 
with the greater fecurity. ‘Therefore, 
} hope, that in this houfe we fhall up- 
on all occafions talk to our King, not 
in the language of his minifters, but in 
the language of truth, in the language 
of his people. For this reafon, while 
} have the honour to have a feat here, 
¥ fhall never join in any addrefs to the 
throne, that may in the leaft contribute 
towards inducing my Sovereign to form 
fuch an opinion of any publick mea- 
fure, as may be contrary to the opinion 
} have, upon a thorough enquiry, form- 
ed of it, and contrary to the opinion 
which, I know, the people in general 
have formed of it. The convention 
now before us, is, in my opinion, the 
molt difhonourable, the moft deceitful, 
the molt ruinous treaty, this nation ever 
made ; I will be bold to fay, that gg 
out of 100 of the people are of the fame 
opinion: and fhall I agree to an ad- 
drefs, which muft make the King be- 
lieve, if he believes what we fay, that: 
it is an honourable, fair, and advantage- 
Ous treaty? 

‘The Hon. Gent. and his friends may, 
if they pleafe, Sir, call the latter part 
of the addrets he has propofed, a decla- 
ration of what we expeét by the folemn 
treaty that is to be concluded: but the 
firit part is a downright approbation of 
this convention, and is therefore incon- 
fiitent with the latter ; for it would, in 
my opinion, be ridiculous in us to fay, 
we expect or hope for any thing from 
a folemn treaty that is to be conclu- 
ded in purfuance of a preliminary, by 
which every thmg we have to expect 
or hope for, is previoufly given up, 
and almoft exprefly furrender’d. Out 
of the regard I have, and, I hope, hall 
always have for his Majeity, 1 muft, in 
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examining the addrefs Propofed, lex, 
his name out, and fubftitute in is. room 
the name or term minjfer, or ine 
tor. Shall I, Sir, upon occafion 6: th xplic 
convention, exprefs my mott 
acknowledgments for the minitter’s, ¢; 

negotiator’s particular care, and ter; by the 
regard for the interefts of the peopl fargo 
when I think that in negotiating anda ~~ 
greeing to this convention, he has hey, 
no Care, no regard for, but, on the coy 
trary, has facrificed, I fhall not ty | 
trayed, the moft valuable, the mci! {, 
cred rights of his country? Shall |; 
that a final adjuftment of our long « 
pending demands has been obtained by 
this convention, when I fee, that, iniies, 
of adjufting, we have releafed thew 
Shall I fay, that any payment is tv } 
made by Spain upon that account, whe 
it appears that Spain is not to pay on 
fingle groat, when it appears that no ong 
fhilling is fo much as ftipulated, bu 
what 1s to be paid by one part of our 
own fubjeéts to another? Or thall [ ‘2, 
I am fatisfied with the foundation te 
minifter or negotiator has laid, for px 
venting the like grievances and caus 
of complaint for the future, when | an 
convinced that, by this conventioy, 2 
foundation is laid for increafing tien, 
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manner towards the miniiler, of 1" 
a deceitful manner towards inc 
reign. 
I fhall allow, Sir, that when os a 
rences arife between two navion, \~ Meh 
ought not to be refolved on, b> prc! 
cation be firft made for havin. (im, 
removed by a friendly 
but that application ought to 
in an honourable manner, Bas, 
to the dignity of the nation th: 
it. If the matters of right that 
gun to be difputed, be fuch 45°“ Hy, 
doubtful, a negotiation may be n 
foot for having them explaincs: 
to difpute the moft undoubies 
rights that are eftablifhed by © oe . 
nature, as well as by particule: 
is one of the greateft infults that ©" 


: another 
put by one nation upon hen 


| 
] 
and for rendering them perpetus:” Ge: 
forbid, Sir, that any member o! | 
houfe fhould behave in fuch a tain 
\ 
| 
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horefore, the only application that can 
he made, is a peremptory demand for 
-ying them acknowledg’d in the moft 


thi yplicit terms: ‘To negotiate, or to treat 
efy bout fuch rights, is to betray them. 
5, Of Aoxin, when violences are committed 
nde ): the fubjeéts of one nation, upon thofe 
le arother, fatisfa€tion may be demand- 


id |, nay, grant that it ought to 
be ccmanded in a peaceable manner, be- 
bre refolving to take fatisfaction by 
arms: but thisfatisfa&tion ought 
o be required, not fued for ; and much 
{ (ved for again and again, after many 
fi cted delays or fham excufes. To re- 
wire {atisfaction in a peaceable but di- 
ined manner, is prudent, is commen- 
pole; but to fue and follicit for it, 
nican, abjeét, and difhonourable ; and 
jen a nation continues to fue for it, 
nccr frequent repetitions of the fame 
rt of violences, it is ridiculous, it is 
biichievous. 

thus, I’m afraid, Sir, is our cafe with 
gird to Spain. We have negotiated 
Dot our undoubted rights; we have 
ed for fatisfaétion, and have fo long 
bntnued fuing, while they continued 
oliting, that we have at laft rendered 
bricives ridiculous and contemptible. 
huis opinion I am confirmed by the 
ty now under our confideration: a 
aly which they feem to have impo- 
f upon us as the coup de grace to ro 
arcter we formerly had among the 
inces and potentates of Europe. Af- 
rciiputing with us fuch undoubted 
me, and committing fo many and 
‘unheard of depredations upon our 
erchants, if they had not had the 
contempt of our underftanding 
as power, it was impoffible they 
uc have thought of impofing fuch a 
aty upon us: a treaty by which they 
Ave, under the pretence of giving us 
@ouncation for obtaining future fecu- 
y. obliged us to give up thofe rights 
n which it depends, and, inftead of 
ing us reparation, they have obliged 
to give them a releafe ; nay 
her, they have obliged us to give up 
them, for much lefs than the true 
ue, five Britifh fhips and their car- 
*, which they had, before this treaty 
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was thought of, obliged themfelves to 
reftore. If they had given us a flat de- 
nial, if they had abfolutely refufed to 
give us any fecurity or reparation, it 
would have been fhewing a contempt 
of our power only; but to prefume to 
palm upon us fuch a fham fecurity, and 
fuch a fallacious fort of reparation, is 
fhewing the utmoft contempt of our 
judgment, as well as our power. As 
yet the contempt can fall upon our ne- 
gotiators only; but if this houfe fhould 
give any thing like a fan¢tion to fuch a 
treaty, the contempt mutt fall upon the 
nation, or at leait upon that which is 
called the wifdom of the nation. 

In order, Sir, to make good what I 
have faid, I muft beg leave to confider 
what we ought to have had, and whe- 
ther we have got, by this treaty, fo 
much as the hopes of obtaining any one 
thing we ought to have had. I believe 
every Gentleman will allow, that we 
ought to have had fome fatisfaction for 
the many infults the Spaniards have put 
upon the crown and flag of G. Britain. 
To fome this may appear to be merely 
a point of honour; but to me it ap- 
pears fo material, that, I think, we can 
have no future fecurity without it. No 
treaty, no regulations you can make, 
will, in my opinion, fignify any thing, 
without fome exemplary {fatisfaction ; 
for the Spanifh Governors and Captains 
of guarda coftas in America, will fhew 
no regard to any treaty or regulations 
you can make, if they find they may 
tranfgrefs them with impunity : where- 
as, if fome of thofe Governors and 
Captains that have robbed our mer- 
chants, had been hanged, as they high- 
ly deferve, and their bodies hung up in 
chains, upon the moft confpicuous capes 
of Cuba, Hifpaniola, and Porto-Rico, 
it would have fhewn all fuch for the 
future, what they were to expect, if 
they infulted the crown, or injured the 
fubjeéts of G. Britain. But the court 
of Spain being refolved to grant no- 
thing that might any ye contribute 
to our future fecurity, refolved not to 
allow the word fatisfaction to be fo 
much as once mentioned in this treaty. 


Even the Spanifh pirate that cut off 
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Capt. Jenkins’s ear, making ufe at the 
{ame time of the moft infalting expref- 
fion towards the perfon of our King, 
an expreflion which no Britifh fubject 
can decently repeat, an expreffion which 
no man that has a regard for his Sove- 
reign can ever forgive; even this fel- 
low, I fay, is to live to enjoy the fruits 
of his rapine, and remaina living tefti- 
mony of the cowardly meni and 
mean fubmiflion of G. Britain, and of the 
triumphant pride, and ftubborn haugh- 
tinefs of Spain. 

This alone, Sir, is {ufficient to fhew, 
that we can have no hopes of any fu- 
ture fecurity ; and yet a future fecurity 
for the freedom of our trade and navi- 
gation, was what we ought principally 
and peremptorily to have infifted on. 
But our negotiating minifters have not 
fatisfied themfelves with neglecting it; 
they have almoft exprefly, by this pre- 
liminary, given it up. ‘They have al- 
mott exprefly given up the rights upon 
which it depends, by referring them to 
be regulated by Plenipotentiaries : for, 
if we confider the nature of thofe rights 
in difpute between Spain and us, upon 
which our future fecurity depends, we 
mult fee, that if the right we pret ad 
to, be regulated, it mutt be furrender’d; 
and that if the right Spain pretends to, 
be regulated, it muit be eltablifhed. 
The right we pretend to, the right 
which, [ hope, the nation will never 
depart from, whatever our negotiators 
may do, isa right to a free navigation 
in the open feas of America. This 
right the Spaniards, truiting to our fee- 
blenefs, or our fondnefs for negotiation, 
have taken upon them todeny. They 
fay, we have no right to any navigation 
in the American feas butwhat they have 
granted us by treaty, which is only 
whilit our fhips feer a direét courfe from 
one part of the Britifh dominions to 
another. For God's fake, Sir, what 
is it, in this cafe, our Plenipotentiaries 
are to regulate? Are they to regulate 
what fhall, or fhall not be called a dire& 
courle t If we agree to any fuch regu- 
Jation, can we afterwards fay, we have 
a right to a free navigation? Does not 
every Gentleman fee, that if this right 
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be regulated, it mutt be given up? 
On the other hand, Sir. Sp. 

9 Mil, Opain pre- 
tends to a right to fearch our fhips in hey f 
the open feas of America, and to ik te 
and confifcate them, if they be foun 
failing out of their due courfe, or if ay : 
goods which they are pleafed to cal! co. 
traband, be found on board. Does no: 
every Gentleman fee that this 
mutt be granted, mutt be 
fore it can be regulated ? Therefore: 
may be juftly faid, that, by this preli. 
minary, we have furrendered the rip}; 


we pretend to, and eftablithed the rich; 


D act 
the Spaniards pretend to; or atleailt)2; e | 
we have laid a foundation for exp:e), in 
furrendering the one, and | 
the other, by the folemn treaty thet ) fei} 
to be concluded in purfuance of this pre. 
liminary. This is the leait we have done ext 
by this preliminary ; and this is the Ol 
more difhonourable, the more {car2:. rt 
lous, becaufe the right we pretend to, j 
a right eftablifhed by the lawof nature, 
enjoyed by all nations, and confirmed 


to us by every treaty fubfifting bety cen fil 
the two crowns : whereas, the right tx Ine 


Spaniards pretend to, is a fervituc:, 
which no nation ever pretended to in- 
pofe upon another, nor did ever the mo! Me 
contemptible nation under the {un ico t 

mit to it. To which] muit acd sro 
ther misfortune, that all the regu Ry» 


ons that can, in either of thefe caies, be 
eftablithed, are to be explained 
ged of by Spanifh Governors and (:> 
tains of guarda coftas ; and there'on, 
we may, from their patt behaviow, co: 
clude, that every Britifh fhip they me 
with in the feas of America, will be ai: 
judged to be a trefpaffer again't ‘ore 
of thefe regulations, and coniequctt) 
liable to confifcation. 

Thus, Sir, it appears, we have nes’ 
tiated, we have treated away all hi rs 
of future fecurity ; and now I {hall ma 
it appear, we have done the fame w"" 
refpect to reparation for pait 1)" 
By a commifforial way of reckons 
our negotiators reduced the cem*<* 
theircountry to 200,000], anata iam, 
allowing a trifle, as they fay,io" 
payment, they pretend to haveots-" 
for us. But how have they obuaine . 
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ry allow Spain to deduct 60,000 1. 
» account of a moft frivolous demand 
hey fet up againit us; and before Spain 
ys any thing tous, they have allow- 
! them to extort, in the moft unjutti- 
bble manner, from our S. S. company, 
ooo]. hefe two fums reduced what 
prin was to pay to us, by way of repa- 
to 72,0001. and from this fum, 
hey haveallow'd them to deduct 45,000 
a petty modeft allowance, for prompt 
avoent: thenthere remains but 27000 
ond for this they have allowed them 
» detain, and convert to their own ufe, 
e Britith fhips, which the King of 
had before promifed to reitore, 
i had aétually fent cedulas to the 
fel-Indies for that purpofe; which 
e thips, T mean thofe mentioned in 
eth article of this treaty, were worth 
.or 40,0001. Does not every one fee, 
r, that, inftead of our getting any re- 
rtion, by this treaty, for pait injuries, 
have really allowed the Spaniards to 
cen to the value of at leait 3, if not 
B.001. of what they had before o- 
io d themfelves to reftore? And this, 
voc, our negotiators allowed them, 
wy of a reward for their allowing 
tipulated payment of 95,000 
t> be mentioned in this treaty. In 
.cration of which fham, itipulated 
Bey cnt, we have given them a gene- 
for all demands, and all patt 
mejcs. Sir, if we had freely given 
mee) 2 general releafe, we might have 
‘omething to boaft of ; we might 
me. brage’d of our generous and for- 
mrs temper: but to be thus choufed 
fet! oll our juft demands, muft make 
me °° ridicule of every foreigner that 
mee of it. Can fuch a fham repara- 
me". ‘uch a lumping bargain as this, be 
mac to be an acknowledgment in the 
of their having been in the 
mo to us? So far otherwife, that it 
get be fuppofed, they infifted upon our 
en? away our demands in this man- 
me On purpofe to avoid their being o- 
meecd to acknowledge themfelves in 
wrong, or to acknowledge that an 
Our fhips had been unjuftly 
me, or confifcated, except the five 
mp: they had before acknowledged to 
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be fo ; and, provided we would allow 
them to keep thefe five fhips, I fuppofe 
they were willing to agree, to allow us 
what they valued them at, by way of 
reparation, 

This, Sir, is in reality, whatever we 
may pretend, the only reparation we 
are to meet with from Spain ; and this 
reparation they had promifed us before 
this convention was thought of. ‘The 
60,000 |. which we have allowed them 
for their fhips, which we took and de- 
itroyed in the year 1718, can be no re- 
paration to us, whatever it may be to 
them ; becaufe they had no pretence for 
any fuch demand. ‘The taking and de- 
ftroying of thofe fhips was what we 
had, from their infraction of treaties, a 
juft title to: It was then reckon’d fuch a 
pieceof publick fervice, that SirGeorge 
Byng was made a Peer for doing it. And 
if we promifed to reftore them by the 
treaty in 1721, we performed that pro- 
mife, as far as was incumbent upon us: 
we promifed only to reitore them in the 
whine they were in; we did not pro- 
mife to repair them, or to make them 
fit for fervice: and if the Spaniards 
would not take them, becaufe they 
would not be at the expence of repair- 
ing them, it was their fault. ‘There- 
fore, I muft fuppofe our negotiators al- 
lowed of this demand, for no other rea- 
fon, but in order to have a pretence to 
fay, they had obtained fome fort of re- 
paration. And the 63,0001. to be paid 
by our S. S. company, I mutt look on 
as a condefcenfion of the fame nature. 
The King of Spain had juitly no fuch 
demand upon the company : If he had, 
they had much greater demands upon 
him : the court of Spain itlelf, allows 
they have a juft demand for above four 
times that {um ; therefore, the moft that 
court could infiftion, was compenfation : 
but the truth is, I believe, they are re- 
folved never to pay the company a fhil- 
ling ; and our negotiators allowed them 
to infift upon the immediate payment 
of this 68,0001. upon a promife to pay 
it back to them by way of reparation. 
Can this be called a reparation made by 
Spain? can it be called « reparation 
made to this nation? If the company 
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would agree to pay it, which I believe 
they will not, it might be fome repara- 
tion to our injured merchants: but a 
reparation made to them by our own 
S. S. company, can never be faid to be 
a reparation made by Spain ; nor can 
a reparation made by one part of our 
own people to another, be faid to bea 
yeparation made to the nation. 
I have now, I hope, clearly fhewn, 
Sir, that by this convention, we have 
obtained no fatisfaction, no fecurity, no 
reparation ; but that, on the contrary, 
we have given up all future pretences to 
every one ofthem. ‘Therefore, I can- 
not think that any Gentleman who con- 
fiders himfelf only as a member of this 
houte, will agree to our approaching the 
throne of our Sovereign, with fuch an 
addrefs as has been propofed. Imme- 
diate war may not be the confequence 
of our refufing our approbation ; but 
immediate infamy to the nation will, in 
my opinion, bé the certain confequence 
of our granting it. I fhall allow that 
war ought to be avoided. It ought to 
be avoided by all means, but fcandalous, 
cowardly means. A nation that has 
once got the charaéter of being coward- 
ly, or too fearful of engaging in war, 
mutt always be in a fort of war. They 
will always be fuffering war, but never 
making any. This, I’m afraid, has been 
too much our cafe for feventeen or eigh- 
teen years pait: we have had our towns 
beieged, our fhips taken, our merchants 
plundered, and our feamen barbaroufly 
treated, without our declaring war, or 
committing any hoftilities, on our fide. 
Long before the treaty of Seville, the 
Spaniards began their depredations : we 
then bought peace at a dear rate; at 
the price of facrificing the friendfhip and 
confidence of one of our beit allies. 
While we were getting provinces for 
Don Carlos, which has fince procured 
him kingdoms, ihe Spaniards fufpended 
a little their depredations : but they ne- 
ver granted us any reparation for what 
was pait, nor fecurity againit future, tho’ 
they promifed both by that treaty ; on 
the contrary, as foon as their turn was 
ferved, they renewed their depredati- 
ens, with more vigour and cruelty than 
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ty, which, inftead of 


ever. And thall we approve of ; tres. 


» whi DF preventing them 
will give the Spaniards what they no” 


ver had before, a title to continue then» 
for this muft be the cafe, if, jn purtu- haoe 
ance of this preliminary, we agree, by our 2 
a folemn treaty, to any regulations, ¢: AMG rcs 
ther with regard to our right to a fiee the ; 
navigation, or with regard to the right firual 
they pretend to, of fearching our thipsllllmbe b 


upon the open feas, and feizing them, 
if found failing out of their due courte, 
or with any goods on board, whic 
they are pleafed to call contraband. 
Our agreeing, Sir, to fuch a treaty, 
mutt neceffarily involve us at lait in 
war, unlefs we have a mind to give up 
our plantations and Weft-India trace: 
whereas our refufing our approbationt 
this preliminary, will prevent any {uch 
folemn treaty’s being negotiated, and 
may prevent a war ; for if Spain has tie 
leaft dread of our refentment or power, 
if this nation is not already brought in- 
to the utmoift contempt, when Spain te 
that they cannot amufe a Britith pula 
ment, as well as a Britifh miniitry, tae 
will agree to do us jultice in a peaceable 
manner. But, for God’s fake, Sir, wh 
are we afraid of ? If Spain is not ailuied 
by France, *tis impofible we can have 
any thing to fear. If France thous 
join againit us; tho’ I may net perp 
think, we are an equal match for taen 
both at land, yet, I think, we are mort 
than a match for them both at ica ; a0 
there they muft gain a fuperiority, & 
fore they can diftrefs, or greatly hurt 


this nation. But, fuppofe we were rs; 

the Hon. Gent. who made this moti’, Mar 
has himfelf given a good reafon, 
fhould not fubmit to an infamouspe“ 
The race is not to the fuift, nor to 


tle to the frrong 3 “tis God that gives a 
widory: and when we have jo 
caufe, we have great reafon to hop’: 
the affiftance of God Almighty; \\" 
will be fufficient for us, even tho : 
means of our late negotiations 
duét, we may now literally fay,’ om 
none elfe to put our truft in, but his 
The circumftances of Europe, 
are, indeed, at prefent, in a dangerol 
a moft terrible fituation and 
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font circumftances of this nation, can- 
not, ‘tis true, be faid to be happy. But 
the Hon. Gent, who made this motion 
m? ME js. L think, one of the laft that ought to 
ry. have made ufe of fuch an argument for 
our approving of a difhonourable orde- 
fructive treaty. If we have negotiated 
the affairs of Europe into an unlucky 
{ruation, ’tis well known who ought to 
be blamed; and if the domettick affairs 
of this nation be now in great diforder, 
2 certain friend of his cannot be entire- 
Jy innocent. If our affairs are brought 
t> juch a fatal crifis, that we mutt ei- 
ther forfeit our honour, and leave our 
pl intations and trade expofed to conti- 
infults and depredations, or engage 
) in an unequal war, it may be an argu- 
ment for fufpending our refentment, if 
poilible, till a more favourable oppor- 
unity offers; but it can be no argu- 
nent for ouragreeing toa difhonourable 
nd pernicious treaty ; efpecially, when 
by iuch a treaty we are to get nothing, 
pot fo much as a fufpenfion of hoftili- 
ics, and are to give a general releafe of 
tormer demands, a general oblivion 
pi all paft injuries : for fince we are to 
pet nothing, I think, we ought not to 
ve pafled from any thing by this pre- 
jnnary: our demands, as well as our 
ists, might have been referred to be 
‘culated by our Plenipotentiaries ; and 
) that re 4 we could have infifted or 
¢.ced with regard to the former, ac- 
i ording tothe compliances we had found 
y, bee bp in ready to make with regard to the 


matier. 


| therefore hope, Sir, that no Gentle- 
mon will be frightned into an approba- 
ion of this treaty, by the terrors that 
Bc been thrown out; but that, on the 
eo trary, every Gentleman will, upon 

his occasion, refume the fpirit of his 
neeitors, and reject a treaty which fo 
Vicently blafts the honour of his coun- 
y. When this is done, we may, with 
ponour,examine into the terrors we have 
pee threatned with ; and if there be 
pic leait ground for them, I hope it will 
be 2 prevailing argument for our enter- 
ng upon a ftrict enquiry into the con- 
buct of thofe who have brought their 


into fuch fatal circumftances ; 
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for if we be in fuch a woful condition, 
as to be unable tocontinue in peace with 
any degree of honour, or engage in war 
with any profpect of fuccefs, | am fure 
we can expeét no redrefs from the fu- 
ture conduct of thofe, who, by their paft 
conduct, have brought our affairs, both 
at home and abroad, into fuch diitrefs 
and confufion. 


next give you a feort feetch of what 
avas faid by L. Hortenfius; whofe 
Speech was to the following purport. 


Mr Prefident, 

VF I may judge of this treaty as T do 
A of others, I mutt think it as good a 
One as we could expect. We never ob- 
tained by any treaty all we could de- 
fire, nor all we thought we had reafon 
to infift on. I do not know that ever 
any nation did, unlefs they made a fort 
of conqueft ; and then it is not a trea- 
ty, but a law prefcribed by the conque- 
ror to the conquered. In all other ca- 
fes, nations are obliged to confider times 
and circumftances, and to accept of the 
utmoft the then pofture of affairs will 
allow them to infifton. Between con- 
tending nations, the'cafe is the fame 
with what it is between private men: 
each party thinks himfelf in the right, 
tho’ it generally happens that both are 
in the wrong: what may feem extreme- 
ly clear, and nothing but juft, to one 
party, Or in one country, may appear 
to be very doubtful, or highly unrea- 
fonable, in the other. ‘Therefore, when 
two nations are treating upon a par, if 
they have a mind to agree, neither mutt 
obftinately infift upon what they think 
right, but each mutt confider its own 
circumftances, and the circumftances of 
its adverfary, at that particular time, in 
order from thence to judge, what con- 
ceflions muft be made, and what de- 
mands may be peremptorily infifted on. 
In this light, I think, the treety now 
before us ought to be confidered ;_ and 
in this light, I muft fay, I’m furprifed to 

find it fo good as it is. 
With regard to the Spanifh demand 
on our S. S. company, and with regard 
to their demand on account of the fhips 


taken and deitroyed by us in the year 
171 
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:718, Tam far from being of the fame 
opinion with thofe Gentlemen who dif- 
approve of this treaty. I believe, Sir, 
the Spaniards had fome reafon to infift 
upon both, efpecially the laft. Perhaps 
they may fay, they had reafon at that 


time to attack the Emperor in Sardinia, 
and the Duke of Savoy in Sicily, be- 


~ caufe of a negotiation then on foot, for 


giving Sicily to the Emperor, in ex- 
change for Sardinia, without afking the 
confent of Spain, and without fhewing 
the leat regard to the right of reverfion 
they had to Sicily by the treaty of U- 
trecht between Spain and Savoy, con- 
firmed by the 14th article of the treaty 
made at the fame place between G. 
Britain and Spain. And as for their 
demand upon the S. S. company, I muft 
in charity believe, they thought it was 
juit, otherwife they would not have 
made it: but whether it be juft or not, 
or whether or no the S. S. company 
pays it to Spain, are queftions that can 
have no relation to the prefent; becaufe 
by this treaty the juftice of the demand 
is not acknowledged, and the Spaniards 
are to pay us the 95,090 1. ftipulated, 
whether this fum be paid to them by 
our S. S. company ornot: therefore I 
am furprifed to hear it faid, that the 
S. S. company is to advance any part 
of that money which is to be paid us by 
Spain: but fappofe they did, if, in con- 
fideration thereof, Spain gave up what 
they thought a juit claim, the money 
would, according to their way of think- 
ing, be paid by them, and to this nati- 
on too. From hence, I think, it ap- 
pears, that the reparation we have ob- 
tained by thistreaty,amountsto 155,000 
}. and this } muft look on as no inconfi- 
derable fum, confidering the prefent cir- 
cumitances of affairs, and the ftrong ob- 
jections Spain had to make to fome of 
our claims. 

As to our future fecurity, Sir, I hall 
acknowledge, itdepends upon the rights 
in difpute ; but by this treaty we have 
neither given up any we pretend to, 
nor acknowledged any the Spaniards 
pretend to. We have only referred 
them to be examined into, and difcuffed 
by Plenipotentiaries: which I cannot 
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but approve of, becaufe Iam Convine’f 
the juitice of what we pretend to ait 
the unreafonablenefs of what Spain “ng 
tends to, will from thence fully ie - 
whereas, if we had refufed to have ind 
title difputed, it would, in my opinion 
have been an argument that we ou: 
felves thought it difputable. | 

Therefore, Sir, without being infy. 
enced by any fears or terrors, or by any 
— but the reafonablenefs of the thins 
itfelf, I cannot but approve of the tre. 
ty now under our confideration, 2p4 
confequently mutt agree to the motion 
the Hon. Gent. has been pleated 
make. 


The next that fpoke was Julius Flory:, 
whofe fpeech was in fubflance thy: 
Mr Prefident, 

certainly has never been in 


parliament a matter of more hic! 

and national concern, ‘than the conver. 
tion referred to the confideration of 
this committee ; and give me leave » 
fay, there cannot be a more indiret 
manner of taking the fenfe of the com 
mittee upon it, than by the complicated 
queition that is now before you. | hive 
no apprehenfions that any one Gentle. 
man can be led into an approbation of 
the convention, under the fofter name 
of an humble addrefs to the throv:: 
But is this that full, deliberate exan- 
nation, which we were called upon, wit) 
defiance, to give to this convention.’ 
Is this curfory, blended difquiiition 0! 
matters of fuch variety and extent, «! 
that we owe to ourfelves and to ou! 
country? When trade is at flake, 1» 
your laft retrenchment, you mutt defend 
it or perith ; and whatever is to decice 
of that, deferves the moft diftin¢t con: 
deration, and the moft direét undifgui'e! 
fenfe of parliament. But how are we 
now proceeding ? Upon an artifici: 
niiterial queftion. Here is all 
fidence, here is the confcious fen'e ©! 
the greateft fervice that ever Ww» done 
to this country ; to be complicating q° 
ftions, to be lumping fanétion and 2p)" 
bation, like a Commiffary’s 
to be covering and taking fanctus'y " 
the royal name, inftead of 
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d renly, and ftanding fairly, the direct 
d ;.coment and fentence of parliament, 
e yoon the feveral articles of this con- 
r vention. 


ur sir, you have been moved to vote an 
n, .umble addrefs of thanks to his Maje- 
fora meafure, which (I will ap- 

1 to Gentlemens converfation in the 
ld) is odious throughout the king- 
». Such thanks are only due to the 
».! influence that framed it, as are 
Bee for that low, unallied condition a- 
od bad, which is now made a plea for 
. hi convention. ‘To what are Gen- 
men reduced in fupport of it ? Firft 
ry a little to defend it upon its own 
crits: if that is not tenable, throw 
ut ceneral terrors ; the houfe of Bour- 
po: is united ; who knows the confe- 
ence of a war? Sir, Spain knows the 
bn iequence of a war in America; who- 
er gains, it muft prove fatal to her. 
he ows it, and muft therefore avoid 
; but the knows England does not 
-tomake it. And what isadelay, 
bh is all this magnified convention 
ometimes called, to produce? Can 
produce fuch conjunétures, as thofe 
u loit, while you were giving king- 


to Spain, and all to bring her 
mn of ~ again to that great branch of the 
ame bu of Bourbon, which is now thrown 
one: Mt to you with fo much terror? If this 
ami Bi. be formidable, are we to delay 
with |) ull it becomes more formidable, 
101 bong carried further into execution, 
ot Hd more ftrongly cemented? But be 
, all Woccit will, is this any longer a na- 
) our , or What is an Englifh parliament, 
It 1 with more fhips in your harbours 
eferd TMM all the navies of Europe, with 
two millions of people in your 
cont mecrican colonies, you will bear to 
uifed the expediency of receiving from 
an infecure, unfatisfactory, difho- 
convention? Sir, I call it no 
: col we than it has been proved in this 
0! Bate ; it carries fallacy or downright 
done Hmection in almoft every line: it has 
g que: m laid open and expofed in fo many 
ppre- me and glaring lights, that I can 
ou"; mend to add nothing to the convi- 
ary in 


hand indignation it has rais’d. 
i, after fo much has been faid, and 


very ably, by Gentlemen that have gone 
before me, I can expect to be heard but 
with little attention. I am forry it is 
fo eafy to fpeak on our fide of the que- 
ftion: I with the fubject were lefs copi- 
ous: I think it a very melancholy ad- 
vantage, and I will trouble you as little 
as I can upon a matter that furnifhes 
fuch unhappy abundance. 

Sir, as to the great national obje¢tion, 
the fearching your fhips, that favourite 
word, as it was called, is not omitted, 
indeed, in the preamble to the conven- 
tion; but it ftands there as the reproach 
of the whole, as the ftrongeit evidence 
of the fatal fubmiffion that follows : 
On the part of Spain, an ufurpation, an 
inhumane tyranny claimed and exer- 
cifed over the American feas; on the 
part of England, an undoubted right 
by treaties, and from God and Nature, 
declared and afferted in the refolutions 
of parliament, are-referred to the dif- 
cuffion of Plenipotentiaries, upon one 
and the fame equal foot. Sir, I fay, 
this undoubted right is to be difcufled 
and to be regulated. And if to regu- 
late be to prefcribe rules (as in all con- 
ftruction it is) this right is, by the ex- 
prefs words of this convention, to be 
given up and facrificed ; for it muit 
ceafe to be any thing, from the moment 
it is fubmitted to limits. 

The court of Spain has plainly told 
you (as appears by papers upon the table} 
you fhall fteer a due courfe, you fhalt 
navigate by a line to and from your 
plantations in America; if you draw 
near to her coafts, (though, from the 
circumftances of that navigation, you 
are under an unavoidable neceflity of 
doing it) you fhall be feized and conhf- 
aml : if then upon thefe terms only 
fhe has confented to refer, what be- 
comes at once of all the fecurity we are 
flatter’d with in confequence of this re- 
ference? Plenipotentiaries are to regu- 
late finally the refpective pretenfions of 
the two crowns, with regard to trade 
and navigation in America; but does a 
man in Spain reafon that thefe preten- 
fions muft be regulated to the fatisfa- 
&tion and honour of England ? No, Sir; 
they conclude, and with reafon, from 
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the high fpirit of their adminiitration, 
from the {uperiority with which they 
have fo long treated you, that this re- 
ference mutt end, as it has begun, to 
their honour and advantage. 
But Gentlemen fay, the treaties fub- 
fifting are to be the meafure of this re- 
gulation. Sir, as to treaties, I will take 
part of the words of Sir William Tem- 
ple, quoted by the Hon. Gent. néar 
me, it 7s vain to negotiate and make trea- 
ties, if there is not dignity and vigour 
to enforce the obfervance of them; for 
under the mifconftruction and mifinter- 
pretation of thefe very treaties fubfift- 
| ing, this intolerable grievance has a- 
i] rifen. It has been growing upon you 
treaty after treaty, thro’ twenty years 
of negotiation, and even under the dif- 
cuffion of Commiffaries to whom it was 
referred. You have heard from Capt. 
Vaughan at your bar, at what time 
thefe injuries and indignities were con- 
tinued, as a2 kind of explanatory com- 
ment upon the convention Spain has 
thought fit to grant you, as another 7#- 
hlent proteft, under the validity and force 
of which fhe has fuffered this conven- 
tion to be proceeded on. We'll treat 
with you, but we'll fearch and take 
A your thips; we'll fign a convention, 
but we'll keep your iubjeéts prifoners, 
prifoners in Old Spain; the Weft-In- 
dies are remote, Europe fhall be witnefs 
how we ufe you. 
Sir, as to the inference of an admif- 
' fion of our right not to be fearched, 
drawn from a reparation made for ships 


unduly feiz’d and confifeated, I think 
that argument is very inconclufive. ‘The 
right claimed by Spain to fearch our 
fhips, is one thing, and the excefles ad- 
mitted to have been committed in con- 
fequence of this pretended right, is ano- 
ther; but furely, Sir, reafoning from 
inferences and implications only, isfuch 
a minutie as has been faid by the Hon. 
Gentleman that made this motion, to 
be below the dignity of your proceed- 
Ings, upon aright of this vaft import- 
ance. What this reparation is, what 

ib) | fort of compofition for your loffes, for- 
ced upon you by Spain in an inftance 
that has come tolight, where your own 


Proceedings of the PottTican Crug. 


Commiffaries could not in Con{cience 
decide againit your claim, has fully ap. 
peared upon examination ; and as 
the payment of the fum ftipulated, (3!) and 
but 27,000 1. and that too fubject to 


drawback) it is, evidently, a fallacioy: qua 
nominal payment only. will not 
tempt to enter into the detail of a dar. ous 
confufed, and fcarcely intelligible ac. 


count ; I will only beg leave to cov. | 
clude with one word upon it, in the be 
light of a fubmiffion, as well as of ay 2. Biv 
dequate reparation. Spain fipulates ta tec 
pay to the crown of England 9¢,009 | ‘ing 
y a preliminary protett of the King of 
Spain, the S. S. company is at once tg 
pay 68,000 |. of it: if they refue, 
Spain, T admit, is ftill to pay the 9s,009 
1. but how does it ftand then ? the Aé 
fiento contract is to be fufpended; you 
are to purchafe this fum at the price of 
an exclufive trade, purfuant to a natio- 
nal treaty, and of an immente debt, of 
God knows how many hundred tho: 
fand pounds, due from Spain to the $.S, 
company. Here, Sir, is the fubmuiilion 
of Spain by the payment of a itipulated 
fum; a tax laid upon fubjects of Fog 
land, under the fevereit penalties, with 
the reciprocal accord of an Eng)! mi 
nifter, as a preliminary that the conven: 
tion may be fign’d ; a condition imp: 
fed by Spain in the moft abfolute imp 
rious manner, and received by the 
nifters of England in the moit tame and he 
abject. Can any verbal diftinclions, he 
evafions whatever, poflibly expiainaw:y 
this publick infamy ? ‘To whom wos 
we difguife it ? to ourfelves and to the 
nation ? I with we could hide it from 
the eyes of every court in Europe. 18° 
fee Spain has talk’d to you like you 
matter ; they fee this arbitrary func 
mental condition, and it muit ftandwit 
diftintion, with a pre-eminence © 
fhame, as a partevenof this conventi™ 
This convention, Sir, I think wr 
my foul, is nothing but a ftipulation™ 
national ignominy ; an illutory 
ent to batile the refentment o! the™ 
tion ; a truce without a fuipenion” 
hoftilities on the part of Spain; o"" 
part of England, a fufpenfion, we 
Georgia, of the firft law of 
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-efervation, and felf-defence ; a fur- 


ne 

2 render of the rights and trade of Eng- 
for land to the mercy of Plenipotentiaries, 
(all » Jin this infinitely higheit and facred 
02 point, future fecurity, not only inade- 
ous, quate, but directly repugnant to the re- 
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{,lutions of parliament, and the graci- 
ov promife from the throne. The com- 
pints of yourde/pairing merchants, the 
voice of England has condemned it : 
be the guilt of it upon the head of the 
gvier; God forbid that this commit- 
tec ‘hould fhare the guilt, by appro- 


ing it! 


next freech I fhall give you was that 


made by Mecaenas, who /poke thus. 
Mr Prefident, 

\ Rom fome words that fell from an 
Hon. Member who fpoke in this 
ice of cote, I fhall begin, by withing inthe 
natio- ot tolemn manner, by making it my 
bt, of it ardent prayer, that the mercantile 
thous cerelt. may be the only biafs of our 
eS.$, berations to-day ; and that neither 


Bebe intereft of a party, nor much lefs 


niflion 

ulated pat of any fingle man, may prevail o- 

Fog rthis, which is the national concern. 

with ger Coen we fhall do our duty in this 


eit affair, and our decifion of it will 
) honour to parliament. But before I 
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mv to take notice of fome words that 
ropt from an Hon. Gent. who fpoke 
he firit upon this queftion, and which 
B heird with the deepeft concern. 

After he had ufed many arguments 
) perfuade us to peace, to any peace, 
bod or bad, by painting out the dan- 


war, (dangers by no means 


Wold 
| to tne 


fre 


"They POW to be what he reprefents them) 
you ccown’d all thofe terrors with the 
fonds fee of the Pretender. It would be the 
ndwitt of the Pretender; the Pretender 
nce Offmmmmeuld come! Is the Hon. Gent. fen- 
enti’. What this language imports ? The 
of England complain of the great- 
wrongs and indignities ; they com~ 
expel pin of the interruption, the deftructi- 
them of their trade; they think this peace 
nfion | left them in a worfe condition than 
“ont Bore: And, in anfwer to all thefe 
or mplaints, what are they told? Why, 
ve, es M their continuing to fuffer all this, 
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ter further into this debate, I beg: 
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is the price they muft pay to keep the 
—- and his family on the throne of 
thefe realms. If this were true, it ought 
not to be own’d. Will it {trengthen the 
family to have it believed? But it is far 
from true; the very reyerfe of it is 
true ; nothing can weaken the family, 
nothing can fhaketheettablifhment, but 
fuch meafures as thefe, and fuch lan- 
guage as this. 

Sir, I know who hears me, and for 
that reafon I fpeak.—'[ he Hon, Gent. 
who firft moved you this queftion, and 
another who fpoke fince, have both 
ftrongly infifted, and it was the fum of 
all their arguments, that our right not 
to be fearched, is not referred to the 
difcuffion of Plenipotentiaries ; they are 
only, it feems, to confider how to re- 
medy grievances. What grievances, Sir, 
do the Gentlemen mean ? the grievan- 
ces of England! They admit but of one 
remedy, a very fhort and fimple one, 
and which wants no confideration: That 
our fhips fhall not be fearched upon any 
pretence. ‘This alone can go to the 
root of our grievances; all Jefs than 
this is trifling, hurtful, fatal to com- 
merce. Do they mean the grievances 
of Spain? the illicit trade ? ‘he reme- 
dy for that too is already provided: it 
is already fettled by our treaties with 
Spain, that we are not to trade in their 
ports and havens in America; but if 
our fhips are found there, they muit be 
confifcated. Is not this fufficient? I defy 
the Hon. Gent. who has fo much {kill 
in negotiation, to difcover another ex- 
— to fecure the Spaniards from il- 

icit trade, which will not bedeftru€tive 
to the lawful trade of G. Britain; and, 
I hope, we fhall be more follicitous for 
our own, than for theirs. ‘The Hon. 
Gent. faid, the fettling this would take 
up fome time. It will indeed, Sir 5 for 
it will never be fettled; it is morally 
impoffible it can ever be fettled: and 
therefore, I think it ought not to have 
been brought into difpute. Had we 
proceeded conformably to the intenti- 
ons of parliament, we fhould either have 
acted with vigour, or have obtained a 
real fecurity, in an exprefs 
ment of opr right not to be fearched, 
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ing at all. ‘This we ought to have in- 
fitted on in the words of La Quadra’s 
proteft, (which is the preliminary fine 
gua non of that crown) we ought to have 
infifted on it in thofe very words, as the 
precife and cffential means to overcome the 
jo much debated difputes, and that on the 
validity and force of this exprefs acknow- 
dedzment, the figning the convention may 
be proceeded on, and in no ether manner. 
Initead of this, what have we done ? 
We have referr’d it to Plenipotentiaries. 
{s not this weakening our right ? wou’d 
you, Sir, fubmit to areference, Whether 
you may travel unmolefted from your 
houfe in town, to your houfe in the 
country? Your right is clear and un- 
deniable, why would you have it dif- 
cufled ? But much lefs would you refer 
it, if two of your judges belonged to a 
gang,which had often ftopp’d and robb’d 
you in your way thither before. 

Things that are of a nature to admit 
of temperaments, in which each party 
may recede from their refpective pre- 
tenfions,and come téa medium tocon- 
clude the difpute, fuch things allow of 
a difcuflion, and may be referred ; but 
when no medium can be found, when 
the cafe admits of no temperaments, 
where to recede one tittle, is to give up 
the queition, there to agree toa difcuf- 
fion, is to endanger the whole : at belt, 
it can end in nothing but in beth fides 
adhering to their claim, and leaving all 
in uncertainty, to go on as before. And 
can any thing worte befallus? Is not 
this deitruction itfelf? 

Oh but, faid the Hon. Gent. we have 
gain’d a great point, in bringing Spain 
to acknowledge by the prefent conven- 
tion, that grievances have arifen in the 
jvarching of fhips, and that means to 
remedy thefe grievances ought to be 
found out! Sir, was this ever denied ? 
Did Spain ever deny, that her guarda 
coftas had fometimes committed exceffes ; 
that is, fearched a little too wantonly, 
gonea little too far, made fome irregu- 
dar jerzures? and that this ought to be 
remedied ? All this is exprefly confefe’d 
in La Quadra’sletter to Mr Keene, da- 
ted the roth of February laft year, be- 
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and that oy. 
ders fhould be given for reparation, 


when fuch exceffes are proved. But doe: 
this amount, or dothe words of the tre». 
ty amount to anything like a departing 
from their pretenfion to fearch? 
they are only a modification of it to » 


certain degree ; which is a defence of th: 


practice itfelf: and we thought {0 |»; 
year, or why did we judge that letre: 
fo unfatisfactory? But, Sir, pray con! 
der, our right not to be fearched i: . 
very fhort point, wants no difcutier, 
does not depend upon arguments of 2») 
difficulty to examine or to comprehen. 
The King of Spain muft have known 
for this twelvemonth at leaft what he 
ought to think of it, and whether }x 
will yield it or no. Theonly imaginable 
reafon of his chicaning fo long, 15, tha 
he fufpeéted a weaknefs in the council 
of England. What was then only tuip: 
cion, is now turned into certainty ; and 
if that will make him more pliant, % 
iseafy to judge. 
As we go on with our politicks, & 
willthe Spaniards with theirs. Our: have 
been to procraftinate, to put off a wa 
atany rate, to live upon daily expe 
ents, to endure and to treat: Then 
have been to fool us with the name «! 
eace, and to commit all forts of hott: 
lities on our merchants and trade ; © 
plunder and butcher the former, anc 
ruin the Thus it has been, 
it will continue to be.— How we t 
our account init, Tam unable to gue! 
How Spain finds her’s in it, is too pn 
at firft fight. If that court were oc 
upon undoing this nation, they 
ly leave us to the conduct we halt 
What could they defire better, than’ 
eighteen years more to interrupt 0" 
navigation, and deftroy our trace, ir 
us to the chargeof half'adozen 
fleets, furnifh us with a pretence wh 
numerous ‘ftanding army to con{ume 
at home, render us theicorn o! Europe 
and at laft, to make us amencs, 
with us fo as to receive or Getsin 
more than they give, and keep 
fubfifting upon which they arte 
long ? But it would be better for’ fa 
land to fubmit at once, throw P °° 
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«de to our colonies, and the colonies 
thcmfelves, than to leave our merchants 
epoted to fuch inhumane cruelties, and 
F(.cerourfelves to be mocked with forms 
of jultice and law, while weare the prey 
aici {port of all injuftice and violence ; 
or with infignificant treaties, which, in- 
jicad of giving us fecurity, ferve asa pre- 
text and fan¢tion for all future injuries, 
But we are defired tohave confidence, 
o have hopes in the wifdom and fuc- 
ce. ol the meafures which his Majefly 
to purfue. 
Sir, the people of England fear much 
nore than they hope.— And have not 
ey reafon? What cana review of the 
bai! produce, but dread of the future ? 
not thefe depredations increafed 
evratter year, fince 1721 ? How ma- 
y ‘cets have been fent outin that time? 
nat were they to do for us ? To per- 
gi the Spaniards. 'To what did they 
pr uade them ? To make conventions 
pi ireaties. What have we got by 
Bo\c treaties ? New, and greater infults 
pi wrongs. ‘This was enough to in- 
ce us to fufpeét even laft year, that 
our appearances of vigour, we 
iJ do nothing effectual ; but thofe 
were born down by the ftrong 
Bircvuces given, that we fhould not 
ect ere again and find nothing done. 
ihot has been done, Sir? what is the 
‘of our armament? A temporary 
mepecicnt, a poor, unfafe procraitinati- 
, 2 fhameful barter of our future fe- 
for the name of reftitution, which, 
cod, we make to ourfelves.—I won’t 
‘ou with repeating what has been 
folly made out; but when I compare 
nominal, this ridiculous fatisfaction, 
ati che {eriousrifk we run of lofing our 
fo:. valuable rights, I dare be bold to 
y, no other nation under heaven ever 
ked their honour and intereft againft 
counters as thefe. 
Andare we to go on ftill hoping, truft- 
me till in {pite of experience? Are our 
sntments perpetually to be played 
hin this manner, fhifted off from ex- 
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when that comes, if you don’t like that 
neither, you may go to war. Is this the 
language to be held to a parliament ? 
But Gentlemen afk, what have you 
loft by deferring your war? What have 
we loft? All that we gave to make it 
lait year. We have loit much too of 
our reputation, much of the efteem of 
mankind, much of the affection of our 
people, which is the wortt of all loffes. 
But, I beg leave to fay, in anfwer to a 
great deal of reafoning which I have 
eard from many Gentlemen, and heard 
with great pain, that the queftion is not, 
Whether war or peace be more eligible ? 
the queftion now is about maintaining 
your rights. If Spain believed us in ear- 
neft, if the did not depend upon our tim1- 
dity, it is {carce conceivable this fhould 
coft usawar. But if it did bring on one, 
it isa war of neceflity, and it is a war, in 
which our neighbours have a common 
caufe with us. What was faid of the war 
againit the pirates, it would be bed/um 
omnium gentium. Would France take 
arms to overturn a general right, which 
it is as much her intereil to fupport as 
ours? Would fhe fight to eftablith in the 
crown of Spain, a power deftructive to 
the freedom of commerce, and a {upreme 
dominion in the American {eas ; or to 
impofe that upon England, which fhe 
mutt refufe for herfelf? Upon the foot 
of all treaties this is quite impoflible - 
we mutt be ufed as the gens amicifima 
if France, or any other nation fhall re- 
tain this right for themfelves, they re- 
tain it for us too; it is ours by confe- 
quence. Will fhe break all treaties then 
to takethis away ? This would beatting 
with a fpirit of violence, which does not 
feem to be in her now, and which, when- 
ever it fhews itfelf, mult unite all Eu- 
rope to oppofe its effects. Should not 
we find one friend among fo many al- 
lies ? Have we negotiated all the world 
into enemies, united them all to our de- 
ftruction? If by the conduct of our mi- 
nifters, things are brought to fuch an ex- 
tremity, that we are reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of perifhing in the juit defence of 
our rights, or of perifhing equally by lo- 
fing them, the choice is eafy to make ; 
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ficnt to expedient, and from feflion 
fe m? adjourned from one treaty to 
bther, and fo on to a third? if you |) 
bt ie this, you fhall the next; and let us perulh ike men, and wath 
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in our hands. But don’t let us have the 
weaknefs toexpeét our fafety from thofe, 
who have brought a flourifhing nation 
to fuch a dreadful alternative.—What 
is this wretched reprieve that we have 
bege’d for eight months? will that do 
us any good, Sir? will that be worth our 
acceptance? Do we really flatter our- 
felves that we now are at peace? Peace 
is a fecure and unmoletted enjoyment of 
| Ett | our rights. But peace, at the expence 
of rights, of effential rights ; peace expo- 
fed to infults, peace expofed to injuries, 
| is the moft abject, is the moft deplorable, 
is the moft calamitous circumftance of 
human affairs. It is the worft effeét that 
could be produced from the moft unfuc- 
cefsful, the moft ruinous war. Nona- 
tion fhould fubmit to it, while it can 
hold up its head: but to fuch a one have 
we fubmitted, without ftriking a ftroke, 
and in a condition to defend ourfelves, 
not againft the Spaniards alone, but, if 
our ftrength were wilely exerted, againft 
any enemies, whom in fuch a quarrel 
| we might have to oppofe, notwithftand- 
lf ing all the terrors now thrown out to 
make us believe, that the nation itfelf 
is as weak as, our enemies may think, 
the councils that govern it. Yet though 
the weaknefs is not in us, we mutt fuffer 
the fhame of it, and all the mifchiefs at- 
tending upon lots of honour to a nation. 
With what contempt and infolence are 
we ufed by Spain, when, in the fame trea- 
ty where fhe ttipulates that we fhall not 
have liberty to fortify Charles-Town it- 
| ielf, which is as undoubtedly ours, as 


London or York, that we mutt not dare 
to dig a ditch about it till this difcuf- 
fion is paft, fhe has not granted us a fhort 
oy fufpeniion of hoftilities,a temporary ob- 

fervance of treaties in not fearching our 
fhips? So that, far from having a peace, 
we have not got fo much as a truce. 
For fure the worthy member over the 
way did not believe himfelf when he ar- 
gued, that to have afked aceflation of 
injuries, would have been allowing their 
claim. Ifa man were at law with me 
for my eitate, without any title at all, 
and the cafe was referred to arbitrators, 
fhould I let him cut down my woods, 
and make what waite he pleafed, till the 
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fuit was decided, for fear he fhould is: 
terpret the forbidding it, as an admis. 
on of his claim? Sure an acquiefcence 
under it would admit it much more. 


But, Sir, the wortt of al] indignitie muc 
is his Catholick Majefty’s behaviour Moun 
with regard to the S. S. company in L: MT! c 


haley 


the company of their trade: that th 


greeing to fign this convention; and the: | 
we fhould take it on thefe terms, 1s, 10: | 
deed, aftonifhing, even to thoie whoze he ; 
ufed to confider the repeated iniult: of 
Spain, and the habitual tamene's of the 
England. hi! 
Sir, Tentirely agree to what has been 
faid by fome Gentlemen, that the no: Wh. 
compliance of the company to this 
ftrous demand will not forfeit what 
ftipulated to be paid to our merchant, Mra 
nor dire€tly annul the convention. |) pif 
be fure it will not. But the pena 
annex’d to it, is the depriving the com 
pany, during the pleafure of Spain, 
the benefits of the Affiento trade, a1 
probably too the lofs of their cedts® 
gainft right and juftice, and the ten 
of all treaties. Will our governmer 
admit of this? will they agree to 
juft? If they do, it isevident, tus 
body of our countrymen are put ov 
his Majefty’s protection, and 
mercy of Spain: and it 1s noes" 
dent, that we buy this convention 
the expence of a great national ines 
and by a breach of national faith, ¢ 
the honour and juftice of 
which has fold and confirm’d ti: 
to the company. To fay, eye 
an article, what will that avai: © 
much ftronger than an article, 
the bafe of the whole. Itismucs*"” 


: 

i 

| Quadra's proteit. at he fhould not 
deign to fubmit his accounts with them 
to a reference, to which we have {i 
mitted things of fuch infinite cont. 1 

> quence, as the right we have to ow 
minions, and the fecurity of our trade 

that he fhould value our friendih'p 

little, as not even to grant us thy: tray, 

unlefs out of an unliquidated account tie 

| part he claims be initantly-paid, with 
out any regard to the balance ; or ds 

| upon a refufal of this, he fhall deprive 
fhould be the only condition of his :. 

| 

\ 


thon an article, as the doing it in this 
yay has an air of tricking and evafion, 
that would fhame an attorney. Gen- 
tlemen may diftinguifh and refine as 
much as they pleafe ; but on this mee 
4. ndation this convention does ftand. 


nla Jf every other part of it were as good, 
| not ma: itis bad and difhonourable, this alone 
hem fEEMhould oblige us to reject it with fcorn. 
fub With fcorn, Sir, let us rejeét it ; that, 


o all we have fuffer’d before, to all the 
ipccumulated infults that were ever heap- 
d on a nation, a worfe difhonour may 
sot be added, and that difhonour fall 
Byun the parliament. And therefore 
icartily give my negative to this que- 
fon. 


/peech made by T. Manlius Torqua- 
tus was to this effed. 

Prefident, 

{lave upon many occafions obferv’d, 

Bhat by the art of minifters, or by 

he art of thofe who would be minifters, 


haan 
non 


5 MON 


who firit raifed the clamour, though the 
pri they were driving at, appear’d to 
pe «rectly contrary to the cry they had 
maicd. Ina late reign,a was 
aiied among the people, That the church 
vas in danger. ‘This cry was firft be- 
pun by thofe who were not, but had a 
trong mind to be minifters ; and it was 
meccioed back by the people from all 
of the Thofe who 
Bepur the people into this general fright, 
met their aim; they got themfelves 
mene minifters. And they endeavour’d 
‘upport themfelves in power, by the 
meee means by which they had got it: 
their adminiftration, the popu- 
meer Cry continued to be, The Church was 
danger; and yet many are miflaken, 
me they were not, during the whole time 
their adminiftration, fecretly driving 
mt an end, which would have brought 
e church into real danger. 
\pon the prefeat occafion, I obferve, 
gent the general cry raifed among the 
ople is, Our trade is in danger. Ido 
bt know, Sir, by whom this cry has 
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been raifed; but, I am fure, it has not 
been raifed by our minifters: and if it 
has been railed by thofe who are for 
involving the nation in war, it muft be 
allowed, that the end they are purfuing 
is abfolutely inconfiitent with the cry 
they have raifed ; for war will certainly 
bring our trade into real danger. At 
prefent, I cannot think our trade in any 
real danger ; and I have good reafon for 
thinking fo; becaufe, in a debate of 
twelve hours, I obferved there was but 
one merchant that {poke againft this 
treaty; and now I obferve, that one of 
our greateft merchants, one who ought 
to have as great a concern for trade as 
any member of our club, is fitting in a 
place from whence he cannot fpeak. 


P.Villius Tappulus ¢hinking him/elf point- 
ed at by the conclufion of this fpeechs 
removed from where he was; and af 
ter taking his feat at the table, whicl, 
by the rules of our club, every member 
muft do before he can fpeak, he flood up 
and fpoke in fubfance as follaws, Viz. 
Mr Prefident, 

Y reafon for not fpeaking upon 

this queftion, was not, becaufe I 
do not think our trade in danger; on 
the contrary, I think it will be abfo- 
lutely facrificed, if we approve of this 
convention: but the affair has been fo 
fully, and fo well fpoke to by other 
members ; the fatal confequences of our 
agreeing to give a fanction to this pre- 

liminary, have been {fet in fo clear a 

light, and fo little faid in its favour, 

that I thought there was no neceflity for 
my giving you any trouble upon this 
occation. 

Now I am called upon, Sir, I muft 
obferve, that our trade is at prefent, I 
think, in the moft imminentdanger. A 
juft and a well-conduéted war can never 
bring our trade into any danger: but, if 
we fhew that we dare not refent any in- 
jury that may be done to our trade ;_ if 
we allow our merchants to be plunder’d, 
and our feamen murder’d and tortur’d 
with impunity, our trade will not only 
be in danger, but muft be undone. ‘To 
this I muit add, Sir, that, with regard 
to the treaty now under our contide- 

ration, 
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ration, the honour of the nation is notcommon fenfe, becaute | fing | 
as much concerned as its trade; and not be convinced by the {rey 
therefore, it aftonifhes me to hear the common reafon ; and therefore 


As 


call 


gth 


think 
Hon. Gent. that fpoke laft, or any myfelf very unfit to do my duty ; thi pe 
Gentleman of his chara&ter, making houfe. While I fit here, am refolyed 
light of fuch a fubjeét: for, if the Gen- never to be diretted by any thing by: aie 
i tlemen of our army fhould make them- reafon; and, as I muff now conclude we 
1 felves merry with the honour of their that I do not underftand reafon whe», | nd n 


bt country, or fhould join in facrificing it, hear it, I maft think myfelf inca 

ri by giving a parliamentary fanction to of doing my duty in this houte - 
| an infamous treaty of peace, I am fure fore Lam refolved to retire to the coun 

they would be at leait as blameable as try, and there perform my duty a: &; ota) 

thofe merchants who fhould make a as 1 am able, by aéting in conformis ace? 

| joke of, or join in facrificing its navi- to the laws, and in obedience to 

i gation and commerce, government. 

However, muft beg Gentlemen to 

fhall conclude this fubje&® with giving confider the confequences of the yore 

you a fbort fpeech, that was made by they are now going togive. ‘This. , 

M. Furius Camillus. He had before dyets is intended to convince 

Spoke in the debate, as be akways does, that the treaty now under our conic: me 

avith great eloquence and firength of yation,isareaforable and an honours: 

reajon but, after the debate was, in treaty for this nation; but, if « mo- 

| a manner, ended, he rofe upandmadea yity of 28, in fucha full houte, cul: a 

fort, but emphatick and moving fpeech, 3) of that fuccefs, if the people thou 


padle 
there. 


phe 


the purport of which was thus : not implicitly refign their reaion wa é 

Myr Prefident, vote of this houfe, what will be tne con J/g 
Do not rife up after fo long adebate, fequence ? Will not the parliament lov g 

Tar to give you again my fentiments up- its authority ? will it not be thous ae” 

on the convention, which we are naw, that, even in parliament, we ae gov 


it feems, to approve of ; but to exprefs ed by a faction? And what ie cone 
my great concern at what I have feen quences of this may be, I leave to Uw 
' happen. Inall the variety of company Gentlemen to conlider, who ave 10W 10 
4 1 i have kept, I have never heard a fingle give their vote for this addrels. 10 
perfon without doors pretend to jultify my own part, I will trouble youno mc; 
) this convention ; and when the fenti- bar, with thefe my words, 

ments of particularswere fuch, Idid not pray to Almighty God, who has /) 9" 


r expect, when they were met together wonderfully proteced these hingdims that 

ina body, to fee a majority vote for it. he will gracicufly continue his protein 

| "This muit be owing to one of thefe two ver them, by preferving us from bi at + 
caufes : either Gentlemen were Convil- pending danger which threatens the nat 
n | ced by the arguments made ufe of in this from without, and likewife from toot" 


houle, for juitifying this convention, or pending danger avhich threatens 00 
a’ | there are other methods of convincing fiitution from within. 
belides reafon. am not at liberty to 


juppofe it the latter, therefore I mut — 
| } fuppofe it the former. But this, Sir, is His Majefty’s moft gracious eal 
to me avery melancholy confideration ; both houfes of parliament, on Thu 
bid for tho’ I hayeattendedwith the utmof day the 15th of November, 
regard to all that has been faid upon My Lords and Gentlemen, 


thisconvention, I havenct hearda fingle HE prefent poflure of our 
argument in its favour, that has had the has obliged me to call together 
Jeait weight with me. "This, fay, Sir, at this time, fooner than has been 


isavery melancholy confiderationtome, ate years, that I mayhave the imme 
fince it makes me conclude, that Lhave advice. and affjlance of my pariia™ 


fis 


critical and important conpunure, I 


a -o, in all my proceedings with the court 
this rSyoin, eed agreeably to the fenfe of 
lved he parliament ; and therefore 
but x make no doubt, but I foallmeetavith 
ude ty and vigorous fupport in this juft 
en | vecefjary war, which the repeated in- 
able res, cae wiolences committed by that na- 
ner upon the navigation and commerce of 
oun kingdoms, and their obftinacy, and m. 


vious violation of the moft folemn en- 
acements, have rendered unavoidable. 
the | have augmented my forces by fea and 
purficant to the power given me by 
jcement 3 avhich Ihave avith all 
‘ration, that the fecurity and de- 
53 » of my dominions, the protection of our 
cond, ond the neceffary means of difiref- 
. he and annoying our enemies in the mo 
le parts, would admit: But as thefe 
will be various and extenfive, 
nu? inevitably be attended with great 
cs, and fomeinconveniencies ;vuhich, 
ure myfelf, will be fuftained with fa- 
and cheerfulne/s, in purfiing 
as the honour and intereft 
crown and kingdoms, and the gene- 
reventment of an ‘injured aad 
pin, have called upon me to undertake. 
oenticmen of the houfeofCommons, 
Lave ordered the proper once to lay 
yout eftimates for the fervice of the 
year, and likewife accounts of the 
ordinary expe that have been 
4 this year,in purfuance of the power 
ex me by parliament. And as in the 
bution of this war, a number of fal- 
. to ferve on board the fleet, may be 
wlte ; hawe judued it proper, that 
“marines faald be raifed, and have 
2 the eflimates for this purpofe to be 
prepared, and laid before you : 
t | cannot doubt, from your known af- 
% ion to my perfon and gouernment, and 
zeal for the fafety, profperity, and 
) of thefe kingdoms, but you avill grant 
fuch efefual Supplies, and with fuch 


asmay forward, andgive fpirit 


ur preparations, and enable me to-carry 
<var avith vigoui. 
ual My Lords and Gentlemen, 
he heats and animofities, which, with 


the kingdom, have, Iam a- 
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indufiry, have been fomented 
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fraid, been one of the chicf encowrage. 
ments to the court of Spain, to hold fach 2 
condud towards us,as tomake it neceflary 
to have recourfe to arms; and the unhas- 
py divifions amongft my fubje%s, are the 
only hopes of the enemies to my governement: 
But whatever views and projeés they 
may form upon this rupture, and what 
advantages foever Spain may vainly pro- 
mife itfelf any cir cumflances in the 
prefent fituation of affairs ; tt ts im your 
power, by the bleffing of God, to defeat 
the one, and difappoint the other. Union 
among all thofe, who have nothing at 
heart but the true interc/? of G. Britain, 
and a becoming zeal in the de a of mp 
kingdoms, and in the fupport of the com- 
mon cafe of our country, © with as general 
@ concurrence in carrying on theewar, as 
there has appeared for engaging in it, will 
make the court of Spain repent the wrongs 
they have done us; and convince thofr, 
avho mean the fubverfian of the prejent 
cfablifhment, that this nation is determi- 
ned, and able, both to vindicate their in- 
jured honour, and to defend themfelves a- 
gainft all cur open and fecret encmies, 


both at home oul abroad. 


The humble Addrefs of the Right Hon. 
the Lords Spiritual and ‘Temporal! in 
parliament afiembled. Die Fowis, 


15. Nowembris. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majefty’s moft dutiful and 

hyal fuubjecis, the Lords Spirttual 

and Temporal in parliament affembled, beg 

leave to return your Majefty our fincere and 

humble thanks for your gracious fpeech 
from the throne. ‘ 

The great regard which your Majefig 
hath expreffed for the fenfe of both howe ; 
of parkament, in your pro: cedings with 
the court of Spain, ts a continuance of that 

royal goodnefs, and concern for the true tir 
tercits of your people, which ave have fa 
ofter experienced ; and your Majefty’s de- 
fire to have the advice and 
your parliament, as car ‘ly as poffible, in this 
important comunéiure, is a fief prog of 
your rcal confidence in your faith fubjeMs. 

The juffice and necelfity of the war, 
avhich your Majefty bas been pleafed to hes 
clare againft Spain, be as demon- 

fi vable 
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intolerable methods pracifed by that nati- 


on, 10 interrupt and diftrefs the navigation 
and commerce of thefe kingdoms, are noto- 
rious: and it is the highe? aggravation 
of this offenfive and inexcufable conduét, 
that it has been obftinately purfued, in 
breach of the moft folemn engagements, and 
in defiance of the highéft obligations of 
friendbip and good offices. But fince G. 
Britain bas been thus unavoidably called 
forth to arms, we éefieem it our peculiar 
felicity, that we have a Prince upon the 
throne who, with paternal tenderne/s, 
joins in the jujt refentment of an injured 
nation; and whofe magnanimity and flea- 
dinefs are equal to the glorious caufe in 
which he is engaged. 

On this occafion, the-unfeigned tender 
of our lives and fortunes is no more than is 
due to your Majefty, and our country; and 
ave do from the bottom of our hearts give 
your Majefty the ftrongeft affurances, that 
we will zealoufly concur in all fuch mea- 
fures, as may forward your preparations, 
and enable you to carry on the war with 
that fpirit and vigour, which truly be- 
come the Britifh name. 

Your Majefty’s goodne/s in acquainting 
us from the throne, that you have augment- 
ed your forces by fea and land, purfuant 
to the power civen you by parliament,with 
all the moderation that was confiftent with 
thofe defirable ends, which you, in your 
royal wifdom, have pointed out tous, is an 
inflance of your Majefty’s gracious difpoft- 
tiontoavoid bringing any unheceffary bur- 
dens upon your people: and tho’ we cannot 
Jiatter ourfelves, that a flate of war will 
not be attended with great expences and 
fome inconveniencies 5 yet when it is un- 
dertaken, not to gratify the views of reft- 
le/s ambition, but to affert and maintain 
the honour and juf? rights of your Majefty’s 
crown and kingdoms, we doubt not, but 
thofe powerful motives will induce all 
your fubjects to undergo with cheerfulnefs, 
whatever is necefJary in the profecution of 
it. 

It gives us an inexpreffible concern, 
that there foould be any occafion for your 
Majefiy to repeat your gracious admoniti- 
ons acainft thofe heats and animofities, 


avnich have been fomented throughout the 
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frable to all the world, as the violent and 


kingdom. As we cannot but maf feriouf 
lament the unhappy divifions there} 
fined, fo nothing foal be ewan; in, 
part to heal them, by promoting 
harmony and unanimity, whic) ar; 
ceffary at this junfure: And we 
God, that any hopes or Views formed h 
our enemies upon fuch circumpances, ~...) 
be found utterly vain and ground), 
Since all your Majefty’ s be 
winced, that the fecurity of our re), 
and liberties, and the faféty and pre brit 
of thefe kingdoms do entirely depend oy », 
prefervation of your facred perjon and ¢» 
wernment, and of the Proteftant jucce } 
in your royal houje. 
Ln this common caufe, interé/}, 0; 
as duty, will make us unite; aiid ai, 
with the greateft and 
your Majefty, that we are determined, 
the hazard of all that is dear to u:, 1 
Support it againft all your enemic:, bit) at 
home and abroad; imploring the aixire 
providence to give fuccefs to your arm, 
and make them the happy mean: of prow 
ring @ Jafe and honourable peac:. 


His Majefty’s moft gracious Aniwer. 

My Lords, 

thank you for this addve/., (0 ful 
duty and affection tome, and of 
affurances of your vigorous 
Satisfaction you expre/s in the meajut: 
have taken, is very agreeable to me} ani 


jou may depend On my endeavou?s ty cam 
on the war in fuch a manner as m0 k 
anfwer the neceffary ends 


and the juft expectations of 


To the author of the Scots Macazi.! 
SIR, Dalkeith, 0:7. 


HE epigram on the calm fa, 
[p - 421 + occafioned the uncer 
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adapted to the prefent ume 
S angryrage the fairefi fac: defor 
Excites our pity as it ans 


feet 

So on the raging main 


But next revolving morn,bath wis 
The fleet's a fearcrow, and 


the fair. scoTicts 
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